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Vineyards and 
Winery at 
Rutherford, 
Napa County, 


California 


OF HIGHEST QUALITY 


CALIFORNIA: Angelica XXX, Tokay XXX, Muscat de Fron- 
tignan (Muscatel), Burgundy, Cabernet, Riesling, Chablis, Dry 
Sauternes, Chateau Beaulieu (Medium Sweet), Sweet Sauternes 


APPROVED BY THEIR EXCELLENCIES 

The Most Rev. John J. Mitty, D.D., Archbishop of San Francisco 
The Most Rev. J. Francis A. McIntyre, D.D., 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 

The Reverend Clergy throughout the country who, during the 

past fifty years have been continuous users of Beaulieu Vineyard 
wines, have attested co their superior quality. 


WRITE FOR PRICE LIST 


Boauleu Vineyard 


Fue 








Main Office New York Office and Cellars 
300 Montgomery St. 42 West Broadway 
San Francisco 4, Calif. New York 7, N. Y. 
AGENTS AND REPRESENTATIVES 
E. M. Langers Co. E. M. Lohmann Co. Wm. J. Meininger D. Recher & Co. 
815 So. Sixth Sc. 413 Sibley St. P. O. Box 6147 322 W. North Ave. 
Milwaukee 4, Wis. St. Paul 1, Minn. Houston 6, Texas Chicago 10, Ill. 
A. J. Hammer Co. The Mid-West F. A. Remanjon 
1653 St. Clair Ave. Church Goods Co. Sales Representative 
N.E., Cleveland 14, 1218 Farnam Street, 2039 Calhoun St. 
Ohio Omaha 2, Nebraska New Orleans 19, La. 
Bernard McCulla, Inc. John F. Fleming 
341 Weybosset Sr. 35 Sagamore Ave. 


Providence 3, R. I. West Medford 55, Mass. 











Needlecraft VESTMENTS 


BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


The combination of skilled handwork with material of unusual beauty and 
rich embroidered bandings explain why Hansen’s Needlecraft Vestments are 
recognized as the Standard of Excellence. These American made vestments 
vie in artistic achievement with importations and are most attractively 
priced. Your inquiries regarding your vestment requirements are invited 
without obligation. 
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(A) No. Y4847. Large Cross design Dam- 
ask, furnished in all Church colors. Woven 
Chalice design banding. Furnished with 
either IHS or AXPO emblem. 

Unlined Lined 
Roman Chasuble ......$38.25 $42.25 


Roman Cope ..... sooo BR 61.75 
Roman Dalmatics ..... 86.50 96.25 
Benediction Veil ...... 22.00 27.50 
Prenchtme Sele .ccccecesece 12.25 
Gothic Chasuble ...... 52.00 58.00 
Gothic Cope ..... cooe 59.75 68.00 


Gothic Dalmatics ..... 95.50 106.00 


ae 


(B) No. ¥4854. Adoring Angel design in (C) No. ¥4904, Brocaded satin 
richly woven Damask. Chalice design em- damask. PX PALM LEAVES de- 
broidered banding. Embroidered IHS or sign. Furnished in all church 
AXPO emblem to harmonize. Furnished colors. Gold metal woven angel 
in all Church colors. Roman Vestments design banding. Gold metal cloth 
furnished with St. Andrew style Cross. IHS or AXPO emblem to match. 

Unlined Lined Lined 
Roman Chasuble ...... $43.25 $47.75 Roman Chasuble ...... $67.50 
Roman Cope ......... 63.50 73.75 ee eee ee 98.25 
Roman Dalmatics ..... 98.50 110.25 Roman Dalmatics ...... 172.50 
Benediction Veil ...... 24.75 30.00 Benediction Veil ...... 42.75 
Ween GO occ sessewcecs 10.00 Preaching Stole ....... 16.75 
Gothic Chasuble ...... 61.00 68.75 Gothic Chasuble ....... 97.50 
CHO SE ok 5.4 cto 05:0 69.75 81.25 GUE GORE 2c oc ccccces 108.00 
Gothic Dalmatics ...... 108.50 121.25 Gothic Dalmatics ...... 189.75 


(D) No. Y4840. Brocaded Satin (E) No. Y4848. Brocaded damask Gloria 


Damask, “Eagle and Its Young” — design. Furnished in all Church colors. 
— Ragone Pere Floral and cross embroidered banding 
of Satin and Rayon threads. with gold thread outline. Embroidered 
Embroidered emblem to match emblem to match in IHS or AXPO design. 
in IHS or AXPO design. 
Unlined Lined 
Lined Roman Chasuble ...... $46.25 $55.75 
an a errr $65.75 Roman Cope ......... 65.00 76.50 
omnm (OGG ..ccccece 96.50 ital . 
Roman Dalmatics ...... 154.25 ena renege asian a — 
atten ae | 41.25 enediction WOR KiKoess 25.25 32.25 
Preaching Stole ....... 21.75 Preaching Stole ............ . 14.25 
Gothic Chasuble ....... 91.50 Gothic Chasuble ...... 63.00 73.75 
Gothic Goee: ..cccccees 106.00 ere 71.50 84.00 
Gothic Dalmatics ...... 171.00 Gothic Dalmatics ..... 112.00 135.50 


D. B. HANSEN & SONS 





D3. NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. ~~ ‘Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 

























































Altar Boys \WMPLETE OUTFITS 


(A) No. B11 Buttonless  Belt-On (B) No. B10 Button Front Roman 
Altar Boy Cassock has hook-and-eye Back Altar Boy Casscok has patented 
collar and belt front to insure ease ivory-hard removable toggel buttons 
in donning or removing. that will not pull off. 


B (C) No. B10 Front View of Button- 
On-Style Altar Boy Cassock. Prices 
for sashes, capes and other accessor- 
ies furnished upon request. 


THREE DISTINCTIVE STYLES ATTRACTIVELY PRICED 
Choice of black, red, white, purple or green Cassocks 


Cassock Poplin Poplin Poplin All Wool *Correct 

* Age Down Back Button-on Belt-on Zipper Black Only Length of 

Cassock Measurement No. B10,Ea. No. B11,Ea. No. B12,Ea. No. B10,Ea. Surplice 
6 Yrs. 36 in. 5.00 5.00 5.50 10.50 18 in. 
Yrs. 38 in. 5.50 5.50 6.00 10.75 18 in. 
8 Yrs. 40 in, 6.00 6.00 6.50 11.75 18 in 
9 Yrs. 42 in. 6.50 6.50 7.00 '2.29 20 in 
10 Yrs. 44 in. 7.00 7.00 7.50 12.75 20 in 
11 Yrs. 416 in, 7.50 7.50 8.00 13.00 20 in. 
12 Yrs. 48 in. 8.00 8.00 8.50 13.75 22 in. 
13 Yrs. 50 in. 8.50 $.50 9.00 14.25 22 in. 
14 Yrs. 52 in. 9.00 9.00 9.50 15.25 22 in. 
iS Yes. 54 in. 9.50 9.50 10.00 15.50 24 in. 
16 Yrs. 56 in. 10.00 10.00 10.50 16.25 24 in. 
17 Yrs. 58 in. 10.50 10.50 11.00 16.50 24 in. 
18 Yrs. 60 in. 11.50 11.50 12.00 17.50 26 in. 
19 Yrs. 62 in. 12.50 12.50 13.00 17.75 26 in. 


For Cassocks larger than standard sizes shown above please write for price 
Please specify STLYE e COLOR e SIZE when ordering 


(D) Noe. B100 Altar Boy Surplice (F) No. B65 Cotta. Excellent quality 
Embroidered lace floral design. Extra lightweight cotton. Sanforized. Made 
full. Sizes 18 inch to 24 inch. .$8.50 extra full. 


(E) No. B62 Rubrical Altar Boy Sizes Sizes 
Surplice. Sanforized. Rubrical band- 2) 3 28 j $5.50 
ing in all church colors, made extra os in. .. .$3.75 IM. + + 699. 

full. Specify color banding desired 24 in. ... 4.25 30 in. ... 6.00 
when ordering. Sizes 18 inch to 24 26 in. ... 4.90 32 in. ... 7.00 
RN caiita dais awita-d eta del are $5.25 34 in. ..e ODD 


(G) Hansen Altar Boy Surplices can be furnished in sizes 18 to 24 inches, 
inclusive, at prices listed. For size 26 inch Surplices, add 50 cents to prices 
listed, except Nos. B32, B100 and B110, which are $1.00 additional. 


(H) No. B71 Altar Boy Surplice. No. B60 Same as No. BG1 but with- 
Fine wearing Marquisette with lace. out lace. Sizes 18 to 24 inch. .$3.25 


> 
Made extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 ao No. B80 Altar Boy Surplice. Durable 


medium weight. Oxford cloth. Made 
No. B 70 Same as No. B71 but with- extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 inch. $3.75 
out lace. Made extra full. Sizes 18 toes 200 Alvar Bow Lace Seo 


. : (J) 
inch to 24 inch ............ $3.00 plice. Embroidered. floral design. 


(1) No. B61 Altar Boy Surplice. Made extra full. Sizes 18 inch to 24 





Lightweight cotton with lace. — DE. 8a woken a tice wee ees $6.50 
ized. Made extra full. Sizes 18 to 2 . , ’ ee 
Bg EO a ing cpeunincats $4.25 (K) No. B27 Altar Boy Surplice. 


Fine Lawn. Made extra full. Sizes 
fs. See $3.50 


No. B37 Same as No. B27 but with 
lace. Made extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 
NT, osc, Sn cota earatete a bale aaa eee ee $4.50 


No. B32 Altar Boy Surplice. Light- 
weight pure Irish linen. Made extra 
full. Sizes 18 to 24 inch...... $6.50 


TE, HANSEN [giz] D. 3. HANSEN & SONS 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. ‘Telephone FRanklin .2-8750 
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No. 
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liner 
lace 
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an 
ed 
ns 
‘ted Seiect Quality Pure Irish Linen 
mported serect Quai j 
Altar Cloths — Priest Albs and Surplices 
Altar Linens — Linen by the Yard 
nee When ordering Altar Cloths, specify finished length, in- 
of cluding side drops, and finished width including front drop. 
ice Made to order only and are not returnable. Two inch hem 
. on sides and one inch hem on back. Maximum width 32 
. inches including front drop. 
“ (A) No. F7 Altar Cloth. Em- (I) No. F 502 Alb. Light weight 
i broidered medium weight linen, eye- linen, cross design embroidered band- 
Ne let Cross design, per yard..... $ 4.25 ing. Guaranteed fast colors _ Red, 
. (B) No. F 15 Altar Cloth. Em- Green, Black, Purple and Yellow. 
. broidered medium weight linen, Please state color desired... .$ 21.75 
‘ Cross design, per yard....... $4.85 No. F 502 Surplice to match Alb 
.. ‘cc: Ce FO i C.F oe kka cv ciwoserneanseaces $ 17.50 
: broidered medium weight linen, (J) No. F 925 Surplice. Embroid- 
Cross design, per yatd........ $ 5.50 ered non-wrinkling sheer celanese. 
lity (D) No. F 8 — a, oe Ideal for traveling purposes. .$ 15.00 
| Melted median seahe Inon AS en, 6 000 Septog. Pian, am 
(E) No F 6* Altar Cloth. Medium Sonne ans PO. «+ + FOOD 
50 weight linen, hemstitched with lace, (K) No. F 900 Surplice. Fine 
‘00 ae $ 4.10 quality lace, embroidered with I.H.S. 
‘00 No. F 5* Altar Cloth. Medium 49d Cross design.......... $ 29.50 
.00 weight linen, hemstitched without’ No. F 900 Alb to match Surplice. 
- lace, Pet YATE... .ccccesece $3.75 Light weight linen top..... $ 25.75 
ces No. F 4° ae ~_— a (L) Fl F2* P3* . 
al. weight linen, without lace or hem- Amice........ $2.80 $3.00 $ 
~~ stitching, per yard.......... $ 3.50 ice 120 135173 
25 (E)* Two inch hem on sides and as enh “yitheiais 85 95 120 
ble front. One inch hem on_ back. Pall sae 150 130 155 
ide (F) No. F 601 Alb. Light weight Vieni Tonunl.. 85 95 «1.20 
75 linen top. Fine quality lace, embroid- Stole Coll: 0 45 65 
ur ered with I.H.S. design. ..... $26.50 SOM ols... ee —_— a 
, . F 1 Plain Hem; *F 2 Hemstitched 
OA Me. 601 Suspiics to mae Alb **F 3 Hemstitched With Lace 
A Rr era ee eee 25.50 : 
50 (G) No. 505 Alb. Light weight PURE IRISH LINEN BY THE YARD 
_ linen with 6-inch bands of heavy (M) 36 inches wide 
— Filet Lace at bottom and _ insertion No. FO* Light weight, yd. $1.75 
50 $ 20.25 No. F8** Medium weight, yd... 2.50 
SE, baie cw poeta ese atcha ve deutgra.a ars ) a base Gee enon” Sa 
= No. F 503 Alb, as above, with lace No. Be Handkerchief phy yd.. 2.50 
50 at boom Only... 6. ccc eee $ 19.25 * For light weight Albs and Surplices 
hn- No. F 503 Lace Surplice to match —** prieg‘Aibs sad Stplices 
tra 4 » cavewre needa ee See ae ee ee . 
50 No. F 504 Alb, as above, with 
IGNCTTION. OUT. 6 6c isco ee ces $ 19.25 
No. F 504 Surplice to match Alb 
Se ee Ve ee a Oe: $ 13.50 


(H) No. F 509 Alb. Light weight 
linen with richly embellished 12-inch 
lace of Cross, I.H.S. and Grape de- 


sign at bottom............ $ 32.50 
No. F 509 Surplice to match Alb 
a Waa og ne xoa a aetoteae ange $ 37.00 
No. 501 Alb. Plain light weight 


linen 












D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


sate g£ HAN _ Ff 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. FRanklin 


Telephone 2-8750 













Americas Finest (ASSOUKS 


CUSTOM HAND-TAILORED BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


The House of HANSEN is recognized for its outstanding tailoring of Clerical Garments, 
as well as Prelatial Robes of purple materials in the correct Vatican shade. Every garment, 
whether a Priest Cassock, Confessional Cloak, Ferraiolone, House Cassock or a Choir 
Cassock is traditionally custom hand-tailored by expert craftsmen, using the finest im- 





















































ported and domestic fabrics available. 


(A) The simplicity of the straighter 
lines of this Wide Back Roman 
Cassock recommends this established 


Roman style. Also available’ in 
slightly modified, Semi-Wide Back 
Roman Style. 

(B) A compromise design with 
convenient buttonless Jesuit front. 
Roman form-fitting back and 
Buttons on cuffs. Standard 1 inch 


opening in collar. 


No. A977 Basketweave 
A noteworthy value 
weight all wool cassock, ideal for 
year around wear. A _ fortunate 
purchase of yardage permits the low 
ETO GS aE ye : $ 59.50* 
Sash ‘$9. 00 House Cassock $115.00 
No. A911 Serge 
An all wool Serge fabric especially rec- 
ommended for those who prefer sturdi- 
ness with light weight comfort. This 
garment may be worn the year around 
and will give long service. $65.00 
Sash $9.50 House Cassock $122.00. 
No. A951 Fast Dye Pure Silk 
This lightweight fast dye pure silk 
tailors into a cassock of impeccable 
quality. Wrinkle resisting with little 
bulk, it is ideal for traveling. $82.50* 
Sash $10.00 House Cassock $140.00 


No. A950 Tropictex 

The richness of this wrinkle resisting 
all wool fabric belies the modest 
price. Provides a cassock that drapes 
perfectly and gives long wear. $67.50 * 
Sash $9.50 House Cassock $122.00 
No. A946 Silk-Warp Henrietta $92.50* 
Sash $11.00 House Cassock $165.00 
*Prices shown are for either Roman 
or Semi-Jesuit Style Priest Cassock. 
Sample of fabrics and prices upon 
request. 


in a medium 











Jb Koute o£, HANSEN 


23 NO. ERANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, 


Telephone FRanklin 


In selecting The House of HANSEN for your 
Clerical garments, you are assured of complete satisfaction in every detail. 


(C) A Confessional Cloak is a 
mecessary adjunct to every clerical 
wardrobe. More distinctive and 
clerical than an overcoat when worn 
over a cassock. Tailored in light or 
heavy Kersey with velvet collar or 
collar of same material. Full venetia 
lining. 

(D) The Ferraiolone is worn in the 
Pulpit and at commencement exer- 
cises, banquets and receptions for 
distinguished guests. Purple for 
Bishops and Right Reverend Mon- 
signori; black for Very Reverend 
Monsignori as well as other members 
of the Clergy. 

(E) The Bishop’s Cape is tailored 
of medium weight purple Chamoo. 
Piping of gold metal cord. Affords 
comfort during the cooler weather 
especially when attending ceremonies 
that require considerable time out- 
doors. 

(F) Noteworthy richness is achieved 
in this full regulation design House 


Cassock with cape attached and 
additional half sleeves. Trimmed 
with red or purple piping and 


buttons according to rank of Prelate. 
(G) The Choir Cassock with train 
is worn by Bishop’s and Right Rev- 
erend Monsignori. Tailored without 
train for the Very Reverend Monsig- 
nori. Illustrated with Mozetta and 
Rochet as worn by Bishop's. 

(H) The Cappa Magna is a large 
mantle with long train, illustrated 
with an Ermine Cape and _ lace 
Rochet. Tailored in either imported 
or domestic fabrics. Cape is available 
in Ermine or Coney fur. 


D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


2-8750 





Marco Polo Would Be 
i Even More Amazed To-day! 














orn 
[ oF 
oe The skilled hand of the weaver has manifested itself throughout all 
periods of history. Fabrics, rich in hue and luxurious in texture, have 
the ever been identified with the ceremonials of both Church and State 
_oe from time immemorial. 
for ’ 
lon- One account of Marco Polo's travels to the Far East describes the 
oo White Feast which the Great Khan and his subjects held to usher in each 
- New Year. He refers to the white horses caparisoned in white and gold; 
red and the elephants ‘‘covered with housings of cloth, fancifully and richly 
— worked with gold and silk in figures of birds and beasts.”’ 
= Another account refers to the twelve thousand Barons upon whom 
Dut- the Khan bestowed “‘thirteen changes of raiment, all different from one 
_ another, and each set of a different color." Some hint of the lavishness 
one of the garments is contained in the Venetian traveler's observation that 
an “the robes were garnished with gems and pearls and other precious 
oe things,” the cost of which he points out “is scarcely possible to calculate.” 
~m However luxurious may have been the vestments of the Khan and 
tev. his sycophants, it would be interesting to speculate on what Marco Polo's 
out . 
cop reaction would be if he could return today and compare the matchless 
and beauty of Allen Altar Drapery and Vesture materials with those that so 
_ overwhelmed him back in the 13th Century—and especially the low 
ited costs at which modern textile manufacturing technique has enabled us 
mee to produce them. 
ite Why not inspect these distinctive liturgical fabrics at your Church 
Goods dealers today? 
“Buy f - = 
, ALLEN SILI MILLS 
AMeurferiorers / 
. . ; r . 
hy Charles M. Muench, Executive Director 
MEANS VESTMENT FABRICS BANDINGS 
DRAPERY FABRICS EMBLEMS 
a oe 868 Sixth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 
P } ) 
> Am erican Sold Exclusively through Church Goods Dealers 


IN CANADA: ALLEN SILK MILLS (CANADA) LTD., 400 CRAIG STREET WEST—MONTREAL 
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Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church, Warren, Ohio « Rev. J. Krispinsky, Pastor * Stickle, Kelly & Stickle, Architects 


A SIMPLE ST. JOSEPH ALTAR 
SHRINE OF MARBLE, WOOD 
AND METAL, ENRICHED WITH 


PAINTED DECORATION BY 


RAMBUSCH 


40 WEST 13 $T.. NEW YORK 11 
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A STATEMENT 


When abnormal times prevail it is wise 
to plan for the future. 

Pessimism is not a creative frame of mind. 
The Church will outlive all Isms: 

It will conquer the vagaries of man. 
Despite present conditions 

this firm plans for the future. 

It will attempt to meet the needs of 
the clergy and their architects. 

It will continue to abide 

by the liturgical laws of the Church. 
It solicits patronage 


and urges trust and cooperation. 
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Your Best Buy in 51% & 60% Candles! 





No other 51% or 60% candle 
gives you the three exclusive ad- 
vantages you get with 


ROOT 
ROLLED 
CANDLES 


15% TO 20% LONGER BURN- 

1, ING SERVICE than any other 51% 

* or 60% candle, of same size, same 
beeswax content— 








CLEANER BURNING—because a 
larger portion of natural resins found 
in all beeswax is removed by a 
superior refining process— 


CAPABLE OF WITHSTANDING 
HIGHER TEMPERATURES without 
bending due to their being made 
from tougher wax extruded under 
higher pressure—and their exclu- 





@ The “burning test’ shows the 
longer burning life built into Roo, 
51% and 60% candles, compared 
with other candles of same size, same 
beeswax content. 





THE A. I. ROOT CO., MEDINA, OHIO 


THE A. 1. ROOT CO. of TEXAS 
San Antonio, Texas 


sive tubular construction. 


Workers in Beeswax for 80 years 


THE A. 1. ROOT CO., IOWA 
Council Bluffs, IOWA 
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Enthusiastic leaders of churches owning instruments tell us 
that the worth of this electronic carillon cannot be expressed in 
dollar value, or even in the pleasure its beautiful music gives the 
community. Again and again they agree on ten outstanding 
benefits they have tested after choosing ‘“Carillonic Bells’’: 


1. They “advertise” the church. 6. They comfort the sick and 


shut-ins. 
2. They prepare folks for wor- 7. They inspire new character 
ship. in many. 
3. They increase attendance. 8, They bring religious thoughts 
every day. 
4, They enhance the beauty of 9. They create a cultural atmos- 
the service. phere. 
10, They build the influence of 
$. They increase membership. the church. 


We'll gladly arrange for you to hear 
“Carillonic Bells” played on an installation 
near you. Then judge its superiority for your- 
self, and see how reasonably your church can 
install one. Write for descriptive literature: 


“Carillonic —Bells’’ 

CARILLONIC BELLS | it t'rcttmart tr 
denotes electronic 

Tal . . TECT < . carillons produced 
SCHULMERICH ELECTRONICS, INC. io Eaketaaciod 


1112 Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA. Electronics, Inc. 
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A.Christmas Sermon 


By JOHN B. SHEERIN, C.S.P. 


th. AGAIN we approach the 


hallowed and gracious day on which we 
celebrate the birth of Our Saviour. 
Nineteen centuries have passed since the 
star-bright night when the Wise Men 
looked up at the sky and saw the light 
that was to bring salvation to the 
Gentiles. Vaguely they knew about the 
Promised One who was to be the Sun of 
a new day for the whole world. Yet, 
here we are nineteen hundred years later, 
and it seems as though the whole world 
is shrouded in the darkness that comes 
before a storm, and we are afraid that 
this time the storm will prove to be the 
final catastrophe, the end of the world 
in fire. 

In milder days when the world was at 
peace, we who preach could quietly and 
serenely speculate on the symbolism of 
the birth of Christ on Christmas. We 
could even discuss the birth in a cattle 
shed in a condition of abject, abominable 
grinding poverty without exciting our- 
selves or our hearers. It all seemed so 
far away and long ago, and after the 
Mass was over everybody went home to 
a warm and cheery fireside and Christ- 
mas tree with never a dark or unhappy 
thought in mind. Perhaps the burden of 
our sermon was that Christ was born in 
a lowly stable to teach us humility. Or 
even better, we might have said that 
Christ wanted to win the freely given 
affection of the human heart, and what 
could possibly win our affection more 
triumphantly than a little infant, poor 


and helpless in the squalor of a cattle 
stall! 


CHRISTMAS COMES TO A 
STARVING WORLD 


But this year we are at war, at war in 
deadly earnest, and it is a world war and 
galloping side by side with war is 
poverty. We lie snug and warm in our 
American homes, enjoying good food 
and restful sleep and the evening news- 
paper and television, but in Europe and 
Asia armies are marching, marching, 
marching. To-day human beings are 
dying like cattle in Korea; to-morrow 
it may be Germany. Everywhere there 
is poverty aggravated by war and the 
dread of war, and everywhere starva- 
tion which the Communists try to ex- 
ploit—among the teeming millions of 
China or the peasants of Yugoslavia. 
But wherever they take over a nation, 
the last state of that people becomes 
worse than the first: to starvation the 
Reds add chains. Ah yes, we denounce 
Soviet imperialism and Soviet trickery 
and the damnable Communist persist- 
ence in nursing the fires of war, but 
underneath all the troubles of our time 
is the glaring fact—starvation. Man 
cannot live on bread alone, but he must 
have bread. From the lips of the 
hungry rises the plea for food, and that 
social injustice that deprives the hungry 
of bread cries to heaven for vengeance. 

In writing about the symbolic mean- 
ing of Christmas, Father Gillis once de- 
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clared that Christ was born in wretched 
poverty to tell us that no child should 
ever again be born into such misery. 
Although this differs somewhat from the 
usual interpretation found in the Fathers 
and spiritual writers, it is nevertheless 
a stupendously appropriate idea for a 
Christmas sermon in these apocalyptic 
days. By asserting that no child should 
ever be born into misery, | do not mean 
to leave the door open to birth con- 
trol. As a matter of fact, birth con- 
trol removes the incentive to better 
wages, making the worker content witha 
salary that will not support a family; 
therefore, birth control only prolongs 
social injustice. But a Christian worthy 
of the name cannot codperate with in- 
justice in any form; he must draw his 
sword to kill it wherever it rears its 
nasty head. In other words, the Infant 
in the filthy stable should stir us up to do 
something about slums and stables and 
other miserable places throughout the 
world where children are born. 

Child welfare? Is that a public re- 
form instituted by the social workers 
of the twentieth century? No, indeed. 
Pope Leo XIII in his Encyclical on the 
Condition of the Working 
threaded his letter’ with that golden 
theme, and a number of recent Papal 


Classes 


pronouncements on Social Justice are 
likewise only a restatement of the lesson 
taught us by the Babe of Bethlehem. All 
of God’s children, no matter what their 
race or creed or nationality, are entitled 
to be born under decent living conditions. 
A nation’s wealth should not be con- 
centrated in the hands of a few. 
ditionsshould be such that all parents are 
enabled to rear their children in comfort 
and give them a fair start in life. Or, as 
one of the early Christian writers ex- 


Con- 


pressed it, “‘the superfluous wealth of the 


rich is the property of the poor.” That 


I consider is the meaning of the squalor 


and poverty into which Christ was born. 
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We give presents to a child on his 
birthday. 
day, and the Christmas spirit is at its 


Christmas is Christ’s birth- 


best when we give to the needy, es- 
O! we 


can give our friends a pair of slippers in 


pecially to the needy children. 


erchange for an ash tray, or perhaps a 
book on peace-of-mind for a whodunit, 
but even the pagans do this. The 
Catholic idea of the real Christmas 
spirit, however, is that in giving to those 
in want we are giving to Christ Him- 
self. For St. Matthew in his Gospel says 
that Christ will judge us at the last day, 
not on the color of our skin or the wave 
in our hair or our income tax, but on our 
generosity in doing works of merey for 
those in need. 


OUR DUTIES TOWARDS THE 

“LEAST OF THESE” 

According to Matthew, Christ will 
say to those who pass the final examina- 
tion: “Come, blessed of My Father, 
take possession of the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for | was hungry and you gave 
Me to eat; I was thirsty and you gave 
Me to drink...” (Matt., xxv. 34 sqq.). 
“Then the just will answer Him, say- 
ing: ‘Lord, when did we see Thee 
hungry, and feed Thee; or thirsty, and 
give Thee drink?’.... And answering the 
king will say to them: ‘Amen I say to 
you, as long as you did it for one of these, 
the least of My brethren, you did it for 
Me.’ ”’ 

Charles Dickens was not a believer in 
the divinity of Christ, but the heritage 
of the Christmas spirit came down to 
the England of his time from the days 
when England was Catholic. In spite 
of his beliefs, the Christmas spirit in- 
fused itself into his writing and made his 
Christmas Carol a story that will live as 
long as there is warm blood in the human 
heart. At the beginning of the tale we 
despise Scrooge for his stinginess and 
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for his cold and unsocial attitude to- 
wards all human beings. Later we be- 
gin to sympathize with him somewhat as 
manhandles him and 
shows him a rough time in their flights 


Finally we come to ad- 


Marley’s ghost 


around the city. 
mire Scrooge as he catches the Christmas 
spirit of giving, and sends the turkey to 
the Cratchits and becomes a father to 
Tiny Tim, the poor, little crippled boy. 
THE “TINY TIMS” ARE FOUND 
EVERYWHERE TO-DAY 


The world has not changed very much 
We can get to 
Paris and London and Tokyo much 


since Dickens’ time. 


faster, but we can find the same old 
story of suffering as in Dickens’ time, 
except that to-day it is on a much vaster 
Tiny Tim can be found in any 
country in the world, and in certain 


scale. 


places you can find him by the thousands 
and tens of thousands. 

You will find Tiny Tim in Italy this 
Due to the Marshall Plan, 
the recovery of Italy has been almost 


Christmas. 


miraculous. But yet in the slums of 
Naples and in the back alleys of cities all 
over the Boot, there are innocent chil- 
dren who are paying the price of adult 
folly. 
countryside like packs of animals hunt- 
Fifteen thousand children 


They roam the streets or the 


ing for food. 
in Italy are physically mutilated as a re- 
sult of the war, and twice that number 
have been mentally crippled. Only God 
knows how many hundreds of thousands 
are tubercular, and how many this 
minute are at the point of starving to 
death. 

You will find Tiny Tim in Greece. 
To escape death or torture at the hands 
of the guerrillas, 
Greek children fled to the hills, and to- 


Communist some 
day who knows where they are? Per- 
haps they are foraging for food without 
father or mother, home or affection. 
Others have been killed or maimed, and 


still others have met with the worst fate 
of all; they have been kidnapped by the 
Communists for purposes of indoctrina- 
tion, and when this has been completed, 
they will be sent back to Greece as Red 
spies, agents and agitators. 

In the spring of 1948, for instance, 
Communist guerrillas kidnapped some 
25,000 Greek children. The U. N. has 
recommended their return, as has the 
Red Cross, but at present not one child 
has come back to his homeland. George 
Kent, in describing the plight of these 
children in The Reader's Digest (August, 
1950), tells the story of Calliope Theo- 
doridou as a typical experience at that 
One evening four armed men 
knocked at her door. Her four children, 
ranging in age from 6 to 12, were 
asleep. The Reds took mother and 
children outside where 40 other mothers 
and 70 children were assembled. The 
guerrilla chief led the procession to the 
town of Andartikon, In the 
morning the mothers were told to sign 


time. 


nearby 


their names on a piece of paper, and later 
the Reds typed in above the signatures: 
“We, the mothers of Vatokhorion, 
voluntarily give our children to save 
them from Anglo-American bombs and 
artillery.” The children were then 
marched off to the border against the 
protests of the mothers, but after two 
years they have not returned. In the 
flight into Egypt, Mary and Joseph at 
least had the comfort of having Jesus 
with them, but imagine the agonies of 
these Greek mothers forced back at 
bayonet-point as they watched their 
own children departing on a long march 
to a sinister destination or possibly 
death! 

You will find Tiny Tim at Hiroshima 
and elsewhere in Japan. The young 
Japanese children remember that awful 
day of the sudden flash of white light, 
more bright than the rising sun, more 


violent than lightning, the brightest 
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light ever seen in the history of the 
world. Those little children at Hiro- 
shima bear the marks of that horrible 
explosion and the frightful fire that 
followed. It is difficult for us to picture 
that split second of fission when there 
was a flash of heat many times the sur- 
face temperature of the sun. To quote 
Norman Cousins in the Saturday Review 
of Literature (September 17, 1949): 
“If you lived through that second, you 
found that your clothes were on fire, and 
your arms and legs and face were on fire, 
and you rushed out into the street and 
ran.... No one knew where anyone was, 
but there were people all around you, 
and other people were jumping from the 
bridges into the river, and the dead 
bodies were all around you in the river... 
And all day and night the fire ate your 
city and burned your dead, and all night 
you stayed in the river to cool your 
burns.... But then morning came and 
you joined the thousands of others run- 
ning through the black smoke, stumbling 
over the wreckage of buildings, the 
sounds of the dying and the damned all 
around you.” 

On the faces and legs of the children 
at Hiroshima you can see even to-day 
the atomic burns that came with the 
dawning of the Atomic Age. How many 
mutilated children we will find at 
Hiroshima is uncertain, but we can 
speculate when we read one estimate 
that places the total dead at 200,000. 
In addition to the mutilated children 
there are the motherless: the four or- 
phanages at Hiroshima are crammed to 
the doors, and the proposed new Peace 
Center will house, in addition to a 
hospital, a much needed orphanage. 


WARS ARE SPAWNED BY INJUSTICE 
TO THE POOR 


All over the world this Christmas, the 
birthday of the Infant Jesus, other in- 
fants are in pain or at the point of star- 
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vation. Indeed, even here in our own 
prosperous country, children are being 
born into conditions as bad as those that 
attended the birth of Christ. Within a 
few city blocks of Wall Street there are 
tiny tots living in abject, ugly poverty 
and squalor. Twenty centuries after 
the birth of Christ we still have in- 
justice to the poor. Twenty centuries 
after the birth of Christ we still have 
wars that are spawned out of injustice to 
the poor. Oddly enough, there has been 
at times injustice to the rich who con- 
tributed most liberally to the relief of 
the poor. 

For twenty centuries the Church has 
been preaching to Christians to share 
their wealth, but the message has fallen 
on deaf ears. They have been told that 
God will punish them: ““Come now, you 
rich, weep and howl over your miseries 
which will come upon you. Your riches 
have rotted, and your garments have 
become moth-eaten. Your gold and 
silver are rusted; and their rust will be 
a witness against you, and will devour 
Behold, the 
wages of the laborers who reaped your 
fields, which have been kept back by 
you unjustly, cry out; 


your flesh as fire does... 


and their ery 
has entered into the ears of the Lord of 
Hosts” (James, v. 1-5). 

But the unjust rich have felt that 
Judgment Day is a long time distant. 
Meanwhile, social injustice goes on, and 
the best efforts of honest Christians can- 
not begin to cope with the evils that are 
spawned. Even prayers for peace, for 
some reason known only to God, have 
not healed the wounds of the poor that 
lead to war. The /liad (IX, 628) tells 
how injustice 

Sweeps the wide earth, and tramples 

o'er mankind, 

While prayers to heal her wrongs 

move slow behind. 

As punishment for our failure to prac- 
tise social justice, God has allowed the 
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scourge of Communism. For Com- 
munism feeds on the discontent caused 
by injustice. It holds forth the prospect 
of equal distribution of wealth. What 
is the answer to Communism)? Is it 
war? The present crisis has forced us 
into war, but war is not enough. Pope 
Pius XII said recently: ‘Nothing is 
gained by war, and all may be lost.”’ It 
is very true that you cannot. kill an idea 
or drown it in blood. Now, the-idea 
that motivates the starving millions in 
Asia, the hungry peasants in Italy and 
France and the Balkans, is the idea of a 
fair distribution of wealth, and there- 
fore the answer to Communism can be 
found in the Christmas Crib. 


THE IRON HAND OF THE STATE 
WILL NEVER BRING PEACE 


We shall have permanent peace only 
when we have social justice, and we 
shall have that just as soon as everyone 
recognizes and labors to spread the reign 
of the Child of Bethlehem. We cannot 
usher in the era of social justice by en- 
larging the powers of the American 
Government, and thereby making it a 
Santa Claus that will hand out presents 
lavishly. That kind of Santa Claus is 
only taking our own money by com- 
pulsion in the way of taxes and giving 
it out for political considerations. That 
is not the Christian way to solve the 
problem of social injustice. A Christian 
should give to the underprivileged, not 
because of pressure from the iron hand 
of the State, but because of a motive of 
doing good for the sake of Christ in the 
neighbor. The problem of social in- 
justice is not solved merely by giving: 
the true solution will be found by creat- 
ing conditions such that people can sup- 
port themselves without paternalistic 
doles from the State. 

There are those of course who, like 
the Communists, belittle human nature 


and claim that the average man will not 
give freely to the poor. They assert 
that the ordinary man is greedy and sel- 
fish, and that, unless he has a club over 
his head, he will not be generous. | 
think that such an estimate of human 
nature is a gross calumny. The ordinary 
man has reserves of nobility. Once he 
drops the cloak of cynical sophistication 
that is the curse of our time, he stands 
revealed as a mighty wonderful person. 

About a year ago, | read in the sports 
columns of the New York Herald Tribune 
an article by “Red” Smith about the 
old boxer, Billy Miske. Now, prize- 
fighting is a tough game, and most of 
us would not expect to find a high degree 
of human tenderness or sacrificial un- 
selfishness in the art of modified murder. 
But that’s the surprising thing about 
human nature; it does the unexpected. 

Billy Miske was dying of Bright’s 
Disease. He was impoverished. He 
couldn’t work and Ghristmas was com- 
ing. He went to Jack Reddy, the pro- 
moter, told him that he was broke and 
that he wanted a fight so that he could 
earn money for gifts for his wife and 
children on this, the Christmas that he 
knew would be his last on earth. He was 
matched with Bill Brennan, won the 
fight, and went home and spent the 
prize money on the biggest Christmas 
the Miske family ever had. The next 
day he went to the hospital and on New 
Year’s Day he died. 

The tide of Communism rises higher 
in the Orient. But there is no need for 
us to become calamity howlers. We can 
in “our own quiet way,” as the Irish say, 
resolve to provide as many happy homes 
for as many Tiny Tims as_ possible 
throughout the world. To those who 
say that sending money to Europe for 
relief is pouring money down rat-holes, 
we can reply: “Yes, and there are 
children in those rat-holes, poor children 
like the Infant of Bethlehem.” 
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God Our Last End or Final 
Cause 


By WALTER GREENE, D.D. 


“T am thy reward exceeding great” (Gen., xv. 1) 


‘iw DISCUSSION of God’s exist- 
ence and nature presents the Creator as 
our efficient cause. Let us for once turn 
to consider God as our Last End, or 
final cause—a subject that is rather 
neglected outside the halls of learning. 
Not neglected in its theological phase, 
since that occupies the Church Militant 
in all the lines of her activity; she 
teaches men how to reach God, and 
helps them efficiently to do so. 

To reach God—that is man’s end, 
man’s life project. The philosophy of 
this great project, the appeal to reason, 
of final cause, is what I say is neglected. 
It is a precious nugget of philosophy; it 
intrigues the mind, even independently 
of theology. 

If the topic is here presented in a 
literary garb, adorned with an occa- 
sional leaf or sprig of theology, yet withan 
undisguised foundation or undercurrent 
of philosophy, the writer feels sure the 
reader will not resent it. 

As a preface to the discussion, let me 
briefly review the meaning of final 
cause. It is that which rouses_ the 
agent, or efficient cause; it is that in 
which the agent finally rests. It is the 
object and term of action. It is attain- 
ment, realization, accomplishment. 

Now, as it is the thing to be reached or 
realized, it comes last in the phys cal 
order—the executive order. This gives 
it the semblance of an effect; but its 
claim to the title of cause arises from its 
power to set the efficient cause in mo- 
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final cause, in our daily lives. 


tion. And so, as its causal action is in 
the order of the mind, it is described as 
first in the intentional order, as efficient 
cause is first in the order of execution. 
It is the object conceived as desirable 
and attainable. It moves the agent’s 
will; it inspires 
ideal. For example, it puts the chisel 
into the hand of the sculptor; it leads 
him to select his marble, to study 
Lincoln and his life. The aim in such a 
case may be fame, or a fee, or patriotism 

the artist’s final cause, on which all his 
A statue of 


action; it is. the 


action of carving depends. 
Lincoln is his immediate end. 


THE FINAL CAUSE AS A 

STIMULATOR OF ACTION 

This is a technical statement—the 
mere theory of final cause, set forth in 
ethics and theology. Now let us go 
beyond the bald theory and explore the 
practical working, the actual (fure of 
That is 
less “dusty” and more interesting and 
consoling. Here of course we have first 
before us the fields of love and poetry 
and all the arts, or human life in its 
completeness; for final cause in its 
immediate and proximate varieties per- 
vades ‘all life. But we shall hold the 
reins of our steed (our pen), and remain 
in a narrow chosen road. 

If we try to analyze final cause as a 
stimulator of action in intellectual 
creatures, we identify it as something 
appetible, some object of desire and love. 
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This is the good. Now the good (good- 
ness or something good) first attracts us 
by its appearance, and here we have 
the beautiful. Then we either assume 
that it is genuine, or investigate and 
satisfy ourselves that it is so, and we 
have the truth or the true. 

So are we led by an easy step from the 
dry, abstract doctrine of final cause in 
general, to the fascinating subject of 
the good, the beautiful, and the true, which 
resolves for the mind the irresistible 
and all-absorbing grasp and _ pull of 
the action of final cause. With silken 
cords and golden chains, as it were, this 
great power in human life exerts its 
lifelong tug on the human heart once it 
or often what un- 
fortunately only seems like God 
concrete realization of the good, the 
beautiful, and the true. 


has discovered God 
as the 


THREE DIFFERENT PHASES 

OF PERFECTION 

These are three different phases of 
perfection. ‘To be as brief as possible, 
and to start with the last, it may be 
stated that fruth is genuineness, or (in 
strict philosophical terms) “‘the con- 
formity to a thing’s pattern or concept 
in the divine mind and enjoying existence 
or reality” (ontological truth). As the 
reality of a thing, it naturally comes 
first. For example, a rose (to take 
something at random down the scale of 
perfection) is good, beautiful, and true, 
if it is a true rose and not something 
artificial. Without truth or 
ness, its beauty is fictitious, and its 
goodness (its value and desirability) 
only apparent and deceptive. 

The beautiful comes second in the 
order of the three phases of perfection, 
but is in most cases perceived first. 
It is defined as the splendor veri by some 
philosophers, as splendor ordinis by 
others; but we are not here desirous of 


genuine- 


entering into any controversies. It is 


the object of the esthetic sense, and, as 
St. Thomas observes, it produces delight 
in the beholder merely by being seen or 
perceived. It is a most elusive thing 
to define or analyze. But for our pur- 
pose two characteristics of the beautiful 
may be selected for consideration. 

(1) From the first it seems familiar, 
however startling, just as the theologians 
tell us that heaven will seem familiar 
and we shall feel more at home there 
than on earth, because we are made for 
heaven and not for this earth. It stirs 
some dormant perceptiveness in us, al- 
though this may be nothing more than 
the reaction of an appetite to its proper 
stimulus—the awakening of the esthetic 
sense by an indefinable yet familiar 
something. 

(2) Next, it has a distinctly elevating 
effect, as if it were the reflection of a 
higher order of being than that in 
which it immediately inheres—the stamp 
of uncrealed perfection on a_ created 
being. Beauty is God’s handwriting on 
creation. 


Jeweled with flowers of a thousand 
dyes 
Their petals tinted with no mortal finger. 


(Augusta Drane in “Fairest of the Fair.”’) 


“Music was a thing of the soul, a 
rose-lipped shell that murmured of the 
eternal sea—a strange bird singing the 
songs of another shore.” 

(Inscription by J. B. Holland on 

Tessier’s painting, “Inspiration.’’) 


THE BEAUTIFUL IS OFTEN ONLY 

THE APPARENT GOOD 

It is important to take note of this 
quality of the beautiful in any analysis, 
because in practice it exerts its power 
constantly as life brings us on in its 
sweep and surge towards a goal, even 
without this defining and shaping itself 
clearly before our minds. There is 
something that invests with a glow anda 
halo all that we do and see—and not 
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only in childhood, when everything is 
“appareled in celestial light’ (Words- 
Our minds seem to project 
does not seem 


worth). 
that ‘something’ —it 
objective. Yet, philosophy teaches us 
that we do not so much project it as 
gather it in the form of an abstraction, 
since all our thoughts come to us from 
sense perceptions. We soon learn that 
we are on a pilgrimage, as it were, to 
some legendary Isles of the Blest or El 
Dorado, and that we are made for better 
things than we see along the way. 

We cannot escape adverting to the 
degenerating effect of the beautiful. 
It is only accidental, but nevertheless 
real and unfortunate. With our fallen 
nature, the divine gift of reason is 
clouded by our emotions and _ passions. 
We often confound the pleasure of the 
mind, stirred by the beautiful, with 
bodily or sensual pleasure. A beautiful 
face and form, a summer landscape, 
the finest music or fragrance, instead of 
elevating the mind as it should, may 
suggest sensual indulgence. Yet even 
with that lure or downward drag, the 
animal life in us may be brought to sub- 
mit to reason; else it will be engulfed in 
darkness. Also through the passions of 
the mind (such as love, hatred, avarice, 
pride, revenge), we may throw off the re- 
straints of reason and yield to the false 
lure of evil. Here we have apparent 
good. 


THE GOOD AS THE SUPREME 

PHASE OF PERFECTION 

Thus, we are led to consider finally 
the last and the greatest of the three 
phases of perfection—namely, the good. 
The good is that which is the object of 
desire or love. It is value, worth, 
advantage. It is that of which truth 
and beauty are predicated; that is, it is 
the thing, action, person, or state that 
attracts us and is proved, or supposed, to 
be true and desirable. 
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Besides calling it ‘‘appetible,” philos- 
ophy also defines it as: that which 
contribules to the perfection of a being. 
So, it is perfective, or perfection, in its 
order. Now, appetite or desire implies 
a lack, a defect, a craving for what we do 
not have. 

In contemplating God we recognize 
what is lacking to the perfection of our 
being. In first finding Him through the 
exercise of our reason, that is, “through 
the things that are made” or sense per- 
ceptions (Rom., i. 20), we also learn 
something of His attributes and _per- 


fections—‘‘His eternal power and divin- 
ity,” infinite beauty, goodness, ete. 


Confronted with this All-perfect Being, 
we become acutely aware of our lack 
and wretched imperfection. We easily 
perceive the gulf between us and 
Divinity. Yet, being made in the 
image of God (that is, being God-like), 
we crave perfection and strive towards 
it to offset our lack. Here lies the 
beginning of our search or quest of the 
good, the beautiful, the true. 

In that quest, however, we come to an 
hurdle—the illusion of 
apparent good. When the beauty—or, 
as one may say, the front——of a thing is 
fictitious, there is no truth, and there can 
only be a pretense of goodness. The 
three phases of perfection stand or fall 
together. But because beauty is more 
sasily counterfeited than the two other 
phases, with which it shares its decep- 
tiveness, the attractive mask deceives us 
oftentimes before we have time to in- 
vestigate. Imagination, under the influ- 
ence of the passions, rears a false struc- 
The will is drawn by the lure of 
This is evil, or just 
The reasoning 


oft-recurring 


ture. 
apparent good. 
vacuity, as in a dream. 
faculty, stunned and hampered tem- 
porarily, approves and presents it to 
the will as true and desirable. Thus do 
we err and do wrong. Of our very 
nature we only choose what is good or 
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what seems good. We choose evil only 
because it is disguised as good. 


Here apply some familiar sayings: 


\ ppearances deceive. 
All that glistens is not gold. 
(Both from the Merchant 
of Venice, Act II, se. 7.) 
A goodly apple, rotten at the heart, 
(, what a goodly outside falsehood hath! 
(Act I, se. 3.) 
If looks that used to speak the heart are 
worthy of our trust. 
(Dante, Purgatorio, Canto 28.) 


If beauty is sometimes a mask with a 
false and disappointing background, it 
may, on the other hand, at times be 
entirely lacking, with true good (worth, 
value) lying concealed under the dis- 


guise. 


A person of good character, or of 


genius, or of distinguished background 
may repel strangers by his poor physical 
appearance. His friends, however, seek 
him out just for those qualities men- 
tioned, or because of his wise counsel, 
or his interesting personality, the fra- 
grance of his artistic tastes or saintly 
life. 

This is not 
statement above, that “the three phases 


inconsistent with our 


of perfection stand or fall together.” 
We have omitted all divisions of either 
the good, the beautiful, or the true. 
Now, however, we shall mention the 
divisions of the beautiful—at least one 
set, namely: physical, intellectual, 
moral. In this present case of disguised 
beauty, there is wanting physical beauty, 
but not the others. The beauty here is 
not perceived by the eye, but certainly 
by the mind—the appraiser of all beauty; 
and it just happens that it perceives 
goodness and genuineness first and then 
which it may always expect to 
what the eye 


beauty 
discover, regardless of 
perceives, if it something 
good and true. The three stand or fall 
together; or where one is, you will find 


discovers 


the others also. This is a sort of “‘con- 
comitance”’ enjoyed by the three phases 
of perfection. The opposite case is 
found where an “‘attractive personality” 
dazzles and “‘takes us in,” while moral 
depravity lurks back of the mask only to 
reveal itself eventually. 


PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF 
PRINCIPLES 


Now we may consider the practical 
working out of these principles and their 
safeguards. 

There is true philosophy in that gem 
of our Declaration of Independence: 
“Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
ness.” Life stands for the goods and 
advantages we know in the material or 
mundane order; liberty is the free choice 
of them; happiness results from their 
possession. But to rest in temporal 
things, as in our last end, can only bring 
pessimism and despair. The poet Omar 
Khayyam expresses, in his ‘““Rubéaiyat,”’ 
the vain search for happiness (that is, 
perfection) in pleasure, wealth, etc. 
His sweeping résumé, in the eyes of the 
voluptuary or worldly man, is_ well 
worded, namely: “This sorry scheme 
of things entire!” 

But there are all around us intima- 
tions of a better world, perceived even 
by the natural reason unaided by revela- 
tion. Wordsworth, in his delightful 
“Intimations of Immortality,” while 
fumbling for an explanation and satis- 
fying himself with Plato’s theory of 
preéxistence, describes the happiness of 
the unspoiled child in the beauty of 
created things. He calls him: “Thou 
best Philosopher” 


Whose exterior semblance doth belie 
Thy Soul’s immensity; 

... thou Eye among the blind, 

Haunted forever by the eternal mind. 


“The soul’s immensity!” Through 
the divine gift of reason, man early 
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forms the abstract notions of the good, 
the beautiful, and the true; but created 
things prove defective. Turning from 
them dissatisfied, he quickly mounts to 
the ideal, to the concept of the perfect. 


LAUNCHED ON THE QUEST FOR 

INFINITE BEING 

He reaches out with inquisitiveness 
and desire to Infinite Being. Nothing 
less will satisfy him. As abstract con- 
cepts of the mind clamor for the con- 
crete, an existing something, they con- 
ceive and desire, or rather represent, he 
is henceforth launched on his quest—-his 
eager search for the realization, the 
thing, the being that fits his sublime 
ideas. 

It is the divine likeness in him, seeking 
that of which it is the likeness; it is 
tracing the source of the reflected light; 
it is tracing the source of the stream. 

Man acquires grace and the virtues in 
Baptism, and a destiny that goes with it 
(“children of God and heirs”). These 
both embolden his search. His clearer 
and clearer concept of the good, the 
beautiful, and the true pervades and 
colors, with rosy and golden tints, his 
every action and thought; his every 


experience in a material, transient 


world—at first thrilling, and then dis- 
appointing—deepens his insatiable long- 


ing for something which that world 


hints at and reflects, but does not itself 


provide. 

Drawing on theology, we may say 
that this vision never suffers more than a 
temporary eclipse or fade-out, if one 
lives a supernatural life and strives to 
keep at bay and neutralize the blurring 
and illusory thoughts that this mundane 
life engenders. In plainer words, the 
virtue of supernatural faith or revealed 
religion, though it may fade and brighten 
successively, can if well guarded and 
fostered keep the Vision Splendid always 


shining bright. It will lead man to his 
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final goal, his last end, which is God in 
the Beatific Vision of the good, the 
beautiful, and the true. The “celestial 
light” which invests everything for the 
child is but the first fruit of the use of 
his reason, and the first step towards the 
realization of his destiny. It is but his 
consciousness of the presence of God 
in His creation—the discovery of Him 
“through the things that are made.” 
It is his natural knowledge of God, to be 
supplemented by the superior knowledge 
of faith. 

That shining and fading, or fluctuat- 
ing, splendor may be also expressed 
thus. 
country, a voyage on uncharted seas. 
Since our fall through Adam’s sin our 
sight is dim, our will is slow to follow the 
light. Enemies lie in ambush besetting 
our way-—namely, the world, the flesh, 
and the devil. There is the ever- 
changing lure of apparent good, the 
counterfeil of the beautiful, the semblance 
of the true—that is to say, evil in disguise. 


Life is a journey in unknown 


DISTRACTING MIRAGES ON 
OUR JOURNEY 


And as we journey on,-the Vision 
Splendid that haunts us constantly is 
simulated by desert mirages. We some- 
times think we have found the ultimate 
good, only because we have found bodily 
pleasure, or the lust of the eyes, or the 
pride of life (I John, ii. 16). We hesitate 
and stop and even relinquish the great 
quest for the ultimate ideal. We fix 
our choice definitely and irrevocably on 
some transient thing or person. That 
choice is in positive conflict with our 
final end, or God, and, as ethics and the- 
ology teach, constitutes a frustration of 
our life, a forfeit of our destiny, a mortal 
sin. We try to fit our precious abstrac- 
tion, our ideal, on a triviality. We pro- 
ject the glorious vision—the clear con- 
cept of our ideal, or what is best—on an 
inglorious trinket. 
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Mirages are recognized as _ false. 
But with prayer and penance, these 
mirages fade and vanish one after 
another, and the light that ‘“‘faded 
awhile’! glows brightly again, even if 
intermittently. We revise our decision 
it is not irrevocable—because we are 
disillusioned. Once again, we see the 
vanity of all things but God and His 
Commandments. We have tasted hol- 
low fruit: ‘““This sorry scheme of things 
entire!” 

Our religion (like another Archangel 
Raphael, guiding the young Tobias) is 
appointed to journey with us. She 
holds aloft the torch of Revelation, 
especially the Commandments and her 
own certification in the New Testament 
writings. She teaches true doctrine; she 
treasures for us the examples of the 
Saints; she dispenses grace. At her 
prodding, on her assurance, if we have 
miscalculated and fallen, we can pick 
ourselves up and be on our way again, 
for while there is life, there is hope. 
We may forget our falls, and remember 
only that we are sinners; remember that 
we have a Redeemer, and that God’s 
mercy is above all His works. We may 
push on and attain at last our wonderful 
destiny—our possession of the All- 
Perfect, the Concrete Good, Beautiful, 
and True—the All-Perfect Who waits 
for us to reward us with His Heaven and 
Himself. 

“Thou hast made us for Thyself, O 
God; and our hearts cannot rest till they 
rest in Thee” (St. Augustine). And the 
Word of the Lord came to Abram in a 
vision, saying: “Fear not, Abram; I 
am thy protector, and thy reward exceed- 


1 Cardinal Newman’s “Lead, Kindly Light.”’ 


ing greal.”” (Gen., xv. 1). “‘As the hart 
panteth after the fountains of water, so 
my soul panteth after Thee, O God” 
(Psalm xli. 2). 


FINAL RECOGNITION OF THE 

ALL-PERFECT 

Philosophy draws this pattern, this 
scheme, of life—a scheme of love, of de- 
sire, of longing; of a purpose, a dream, 
an ideal; something that makes life 
worth living, in spite of all its drabness; 
a pursuit of its noblest object, namely, 
Infinite Beauty, Goodness, Truth. 
Theology adopts and illuminates this 
pattern with its greater light. Here is 
the intent of worship, here the aim of 
sacrifice, for in recognizing the All- 
Perfect the worshipper recognizes that 
all things else may perish: only that is 
worthy to exist, not even himself, 
the worshipper. 

“Tf a man should give all the substance 
of his house for love, he shall despise it as 
nothing’ (Canticles, viii. 7). “The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto a mer- 
chant seeking good pearls. Who, when 
he found one pearl of great price, went 
his way and sold all that he had, and 
bought it’ (Matthew, xiii. 14). “Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard; neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man 
what things God hath prepared for them 
that love Him” (I Corinthians, ii. 9). 

Since we are permitted—nay com- 
manded—to preserve our life, yet to 
symbolize our willingness to annihilate 
ourselves in worship through vicarious 
sacrifice, it is worth all things we possess, 
all privations, years of patient service, 
all types of misery, even death, fo win 
such a prize. For to lose it is unspeak- 
able tragedy; fo possess it is eternal life. 
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The Family Apostolate Finds 
Its Groove 


By EDGAR SCHMIEDELER, O.S.B., Ph.D. 


By pINT of the constant writing 
and speaking on the Christian family 
over the past few decades a noteworthy 
interest in this highly important unit of 
the Mystical Body of Christ has gradu- 
ally emerged. This expresses itself in 
the form of a vigorous family apostolate. 
Characterized in the beginning by a con- 
siderable amount of variety, both in ac- 
tivity programs and terminology, this 
apostolate has gradually, on the basis of 
much experience, become more or less 
grooved. That is, certain programs of 
action and certain specific terms have 
been approved far and wide, and have 
come almost universally into use. This 
has been a good thing for the movement. 
It has separated the wheat from the 
chaff. It has focused the attention of 
interested workers on the things that 
have stood the test of time and proved 
successful. It has served to dissipate 
confusion and to clarify the apostolate. 


RESULT OF ORGANIZATION 


This gradual grooving of the family 
apostolate has resulted from a number 
of things, but undoubtedly the most tell- 
ing factor has been the high measure of 
organization that has been behind it. 
On a national scale the family work has 
always centered in the Family Life Bu- 
reau of the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference, which was established by 
the bishops immediately after the issu- 
ance of the Encyclical on Christian 
Marriage, calling upon them to develop 
programs of action in behalf of the fam- 
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ily. This agency, in turn, has been most 
ably and energetically assisted by the 
National Catholic Conference on Family 
Life, established by the Bureau, and 
by the National 
Family and Parent Education of the 
National Council of Catholic Women. 
On a diocesan and parochial level pro- 


Committee on the 


grams of action have been carried for- 
ward for the most part under the direc- 
tion of Diocesan Directors of Family 
Life, working with the National Bureau 
and with Family and Parent Education 
Committees of Diocesan Councils of 
Catholic Women. 
mally organized, not only on a diocesan, 
but also on a deanery and_ parochial 


The latter are nor- 


level. With such a thoroughgoing and 
approved organizational set-up to in- 
stigate and guide the apostolate, it was 
only to be expected that it should take 
rather definite form, that it should be 
characterized by a reasonable unanimity 
in programs of activity, in channels of 
action, and in terminology. So too, 
incidentally, was it to be expected that 
it would gradually reach down into the 
individual parish, and through it into 
the individual Catholic home. 


DIOCESAN DIRECTORS 


There are presently about seventy- 
five Diocesan Directors of Family Life. 
Very commonly, where there is a Direc- 
tor, there is also a Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women, and it is normally 
expected that the former will carry 
on his diocesan-wide family program 
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through this organized group, and more 
specifically through its Committee on 
the Family and Parent Education. As 
Rev. Allen J. Bell, recently appointed 
Director of Family Life for the Arch- 
diocese of Los Angeles, correctly stated: 
“It appears to me that the Archdio- 
cesan Council of Catholic Women is a 
most effective channel for discussions 
of this type, since it is so well organized 
and coverage of the Archdiocese is so 
complete. Their meetings are always 
well-attended and such an emphasis 
as the family life program has been well 
Where there is a CYO, 
group and the Women’s 


received.” 
both this 


Council play a part in the promotion of 


marriage preparation forums that are 
held for the young folks. It should be 
needless to add that, wherever a Dio- 
cesan Council of Men is organized, its 
members should also be interested in 
the family life program. Even where 
there is no Men’s Council, the women 
should use every reasonable means to 
interest the men in this important and 
praiseworthy work. 

Many of the Family Life Directors 
also contact all the pastors in their 
respective dioceses or archdioceses. For 
example, early in the Holy Year the 
Rev. Aleuin Heibel, O.S.B., Director 


of Family Life in the Archdiocese of 


Portland, circularized all pastors, pro- 
posing that they include in one form or 
another emphasis on Catholic family 
life in their Holy Year programs. He 
then proceeded to make specific recom- 
mendations such as_ the following: 
propose a clearly defined project; in- 
terest active parish societies by dis- 
cussing it with their leaders; have an 
interesting display of family literature 
in the parish pamphlet rack; place 
emphasis on Christian marriage and the 
family in sermons; show the connection 
between good family life and vocations; 
have a mission with Christian marriage 


as the central theme; 


Holy Hour. 


have a Family 


LINES OF ACTION 


By and large, the activities that are 
being most extensively promoted to-day 
in the family apostolate fall under the 
following major heads: the dissemina- 
tion of the Christian principles and 
ideals of marriage and family life; 
the reintroduction of religious practices 
into the home; the promotion of in- 
spirational activities in the family field; 
the development of family interests 
within the home; the promotion of 
measures aimed at correcting economic 
and social evils detrimental to the fam- 
ily; preparation for marriage and fam- 
ily life. 

Many media are made use of in the 


promotion of these activities: lecture 
series, forums, institutes, discussion 
clubs, conventions, conferences, the 


printed word, the spoken word, the 
school system, parish units, a variety 
of organizations. Enjoying particularly 
noteworthy growth during the past 
year were the following activities: mar- 
riage preparation courses or forums; 
family retreats; the Family Holy Hour, 
including the renewal of the marriage 
promises and the recitation of the 
pledge to Christian marriage; discussion 
or study clubs; religious practices in 
the home; Mr. and Mrs. clubs (this 
is a group bringing husbands and wives 
together for lectures and discussions 
and even for social activities on a 
family basis). 


HOLY FAMILY GUILDS 


It is always a matter of interest and 
value to those working in the field of the 
family apostolate to see what is being 
done in other parts of the country. 
One thus learns from the other. Hence 
we shall give in the following pages a 
number of examples of programs that 











THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





have been carried on successfully in 
certain archdioceses. It is simply out 
of the question to give a complete picture 
of all programs that are under way. But 


even mention of a limited number of 


them should prove helpful, and should 
give a fair idea of the main lines along 
which the apostolate is developing. 


We first turn to the Archdiocese of 


San Antonio, where so-called Holy 
Family Guilds have been developing 
over the past few years. Membership 
in these Guilds consists of Catholic 
couples; they are excellent examples 
of what has been referred to in the fore- 
going as Mr. and Mrs. clubs. Any 
group of from five to twelve married 
couples, at least one party to which is a 
Catholic, can form a Guild. The num- 
ber is so restricted to permit all meetings 
to be held in the home. Each group 
must seek out the services of a priest 
who will act’ as their Spiritual Moder- 
ator. There is a city-wide federation 
of all the units, known as the Associa- 
tion of Holy Family Guilds. The 
members of the individual units meet 
month, always rotating the 
One meeting is devoted 


twice a 
“host” home. 
to brief business chores, to directives 
from the federation body or association, 
and to the discussion of some topic 
usually chosen from the field of marriage 
and the family or child care. The 
second meeting is strictly social. Cer- 
tain projects such as marriage lectures 
or conferences are at times sponsored 
for all the member-units by the city- 
wide association. 


Activities of the Guild movement of 


the Archdiocese for the past year could 
be summed up as follows: six new units 
were added, bringing the total in the 
city of San Antonio up to fifteen; 
through its Committees on the Family 
and Parent Education the Archdiocesan 
Council of Catholic Women for the 
first time selected a Catholic Mother 
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of the Year; notices were sent to all 
parishes by the Director of Family 
Life, suggesting they join in the Family 
Holy Hour on the occasion of the closing 
of the National Family Life Con- 
ference at Detroit; a child guidance 
clinic concerned with the training of the 
pre-school child has just recently begun 
to function as a project of the Associa- 
tion of Guilds; a one-day institute 
was held for twenty-five priests, aimed 
at preparing them to conduct family 
retreats. The Archdiocesan Council of 
Catholic Men is making plans for the 
expansion of this work throughout the 
Archdiocese. 

Rey. A. A. Leopold and Rev. Roy 
Rihn, who have largely been account- 
able for the Guild development in San 
Antonio, are enthusiastic about its 
results. They report a continuing keen 
interest on the part of its members. 
Father Rihn states the reasons for its 
success to date as follows: the great 
and unexploited hunger of so many 
of our young Catholic married couples 
to know and discuss the richer meaning 
of Christian marriage and family living: 
the deep and frequently underrated 
hunger of young married couples to-day 
for wholesome, simple, innocent rec- 
reation shared together with their own 
kind and in the atmosphere of the home: 
the fact that it is not superimposed but 
comes very largely from the lay members 
themselves; the pathetic eagerness of 
so many of our young Catholic couples 
to cling to the fine Christian ideals that 
they bring with them into marriage. 
On this last point Father Rihn has this 
to say: “They are sincerely convinced 
that conjugal love is sacred, that divorce 


and infidelity are grossly evil, that 


parenthood is to be their crowning 
glory. They want sincerely to live 


those convictions. But all too soon 
after marriage they learn that they 
cannot remain true to their ideals with- 
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out the risk of becoming ridiculous 
misfits in the pagan world in which they 
They will compromise only with 
the greatest reluctance. Given the 
opportunity to form part of an intimate 
group that cherishes their ideals in- 
stead of mocking them, they are more 
grateful and more contented than words 
can convey. They find new stamina 
in the discovery that they have com- 
rades who believe as they believe, who 
dream as they dream. 


move, 


They stand 
shoulder to shoulder, encouraging each 
other, and take to their respective 
homes the comforting reassurance that 
the Christian family ideal is possible 
and that others are with them in the 
struggle to attain it.” 


ARCHDIOCESE OF SANTA FE 


Rey. Sigmund Charewicz, Director of 
Family Life for the Archdiocese of Santa 
Fe, reports a keen interest in the annual 
Family Holy Hour among pastors for 
the second year. Arch- 
bishop Byrne called the attention of all 
pastors to the Holy Hour by means of 
a circular letter and through a notice in 


consecutive 


the archdiocesan paper. His Excellency 
also wrote a Pastoral dealing with the 
family. Items Familygrams, a 
quarterly sent to Directors from the 
office of the Family Life Bureau of the 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, 
are brought to the attention of pastors 


from 


of the Archdiocese through the pages of 
the weekly Catholic paper. In these 
and other ways the family is coming 
in for a very appreciable amount of 
attention even in the wide- 
open spaces of this Southwestern Arch- 
diocese. 


special 


ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. PAUL 


With the possible exception of mar- 
riage preparation, the subject given most 
attention by the National Headquarters 
for the family work during the year, 


was the family retreat. Apparently the 
Archdiocese that promoted the largest 
number of them was St. Paul. This 
was largely due to the untiring efforts of 
Rev. Richard Doherty, Archdiocesan 
Director of Family Life, who personally 


gave many of the retreats. Over two 


thousand individuals attended these 
retreats during the past year. Mem- 


bers of the Archdiocesan Council of 
Catholic Women have assisted in making 


arrangements for the various retreats, 


attendance, and in 
supplying a suitable literature for dis- 
tribution. 

This brief spiritual refresher for hus- 
bands and wives, the family retreat, 
is coming more and more to be recog- 
nized as a particularly effective answer 
to the threat of secularism in the family 
life of our day. It is proving to be a 
happy medium for giving Catholic 
couples the highest appreciation of the 
spiritual values of Christian marriage, 
for reintroducing into the home the 
simple practices that will 
again make it an “ecclesia domestica,” 
and for causing it to be recognized and 
utilized again as a place for the practice 
of the Christian virtues on the part of 
adults and for teaching them to chil- 
dren. Incidentally, the family retreat 
idea is spreading beyond the confines 
of this country. For instance, one 
has just recently been held in London, 
and a number of them were held in the 
Archdiocese of Halifax the past year. 
The latter were due largely to the 
zealous efforts of Rev. L. G. O'Neill of 
St. Lawrence Parish, Halifax. 

Excellent work in behalf of the family 
is also being done in the Archdiocese 
of St. Paul through a number of “‘cells” 
that have been organized there. The 
members of these cells aim to find out 
precisely what is lacking in family 
life, and then to apply practical reme- 
dies. 


in encouraging 


religious 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS 

Rev. Leo Byrne, Director of Family 
Life in the Archdiocese of St. Louis, 
obviously also means to depend very 


much on the Archdiocesan Council of 


Catholic Women in developing a_pro- 
gram of activities in the family field. 
The convention of the Council in Febru- 
ary was given over entirely to the 
family. This, it was planned, was to 
be followed by a gradually developing 
and many-faceted program of practical 


activities. A considerable amount of 


literature on marriage and the family 
was distributed among the membership 
at the annual meeting. 


NEW ORLEANS ACTIVITIES 
In the Archdiocese of New Orleans 


the Council of Catliolic School Co- 
operative Clubs continued and intensi- 


fied during the past year its work of 


parent education. In addition to the 
Catholic Parent Forum, now of some 
years’ standing, the Council sponsored 
an “Education Series” which treated 
topics concerned with Catholic educa- 
tion and those civic, social and other 
matters which impinge on it. The 
“Regina Matrum Award,” given on the 
last evening of the Forum, was con- 
ferred this year on Mrs. Albert Levy, 
Sr., of St. Louis Cathedral Parish, 
who is the mother of eight children, 
Mr. Levy is a 
Orleans, 


four being in religion. 
prominent attorney in New 
and was once President of the National 
Catholic Evidence Guild. The remark- 
able feature of the Levy family is that 
for thirty years it has resided in the 
heart of the Vieux Carré, whose reputa- 
Here 


was a perfect case of a family rising 


tion is not of the most savory. 


above its environment. The Council 
started during the spring a Rosary 
Crusade whereby the continuous recita- 
tion of the Rosary, on a day-by-day 
basis, is assured by the 65 parent groups 


affiliated with the Council. In the 
new constitution now being written for 
the Council, self-sanctification of the 
members is given prominence among the 
objectives. Individual groups have 
sponsored such activities as days of 
recollection, corporate Communions, dis- 
tribution (more than 20,000 copies) of 
God's Children (a monthly parent-educa- 
tor periodical), study and discussion 
clubs, etc. Very Rev. Monsignor Henry 
C. Bezou is the Spiritual Director of the 
organization. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Joseph 
A. Wester is the Archdiocesan Director 
of Family Life. 


ELABORATE CHICAGO PROGRAM 


An elaborate program of activities 
in the field of marriage and the family 
has been developed in the Archdiocese 
of Chicago over the past few years. 
There are more courses on the family 
taught in the Chicago high schools and 
colleges than in those of any other 
archdiocese or diocese of the Church. 
Furthermore, other activities are spon- 
sored in which the schools play a part. 
The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic 
Women has an extensive program for 
family betterment. The following are 
among its main activities: it focuses 
attention on the family through items 
in its service to the Parish Sunday Bulle- 
tins and in its monthly publication, the 
Irchdiocesan Catholic Women’s News; 
it prepares and circulates a pamphlet 
list on the family; does counselling and 
organizes parent-education clubs; _ it 
promotes lectures on the family, con- 
ducts a Decency Crusade, and devotes 
some attention to the family in its 
quarterly meetings and at annual con- 
ferences; it encourages all women’s 
organizations in the Archdiocese to give 
some place on their program to the 
family Rev. John Egan, 
Director of Family Life in the Arch- 
diocese, reports the following additional 


each year. 





THE FAMILY APOSTOLATE FINDS ITS GROOVE 





activities the past year: family retreats; 
retreats for engaged girls; parochial 
renewal of marriage vows by couples 
celebrating their wedding anniversaries; 


Holy 


of marriage promises; a study week for 


the family Hour, with renewal 


priests of the Archdiocese; addresses 


on the family. 
THE APOSTOLATE IN MILWAUKEE 


The family life program in the Arch- 
Milwaukee has 


such proportions that Rev. Joseph J. 


diocese of grown to 
Holleran, the Director of Family Life, 


now devotes his entire time to the 


promotion of lectures and forums, 


sermons and other activities, in this 
field. In referring to an annual Family 
Holy Hour held at the Cathedral for 
its second consecutive Father 
Holleran reports an 
about 1600 at the service. The Most 
Rev. Archbishop, Moses FE. Kiley, 


officiated and preached on the occasion. 


vear, 


His Excellency urged parents “to make 
theirhomesinviting and attractive places 
where the strength of faith, the warmth 
of love, the pure moral atmosphere, and 
neatness, strength, and comfort, would 
combine to make it the dearest, the 
sweetest, the most charming spot on 


earth.” 
DETROIT PROGRAM 


An extensive family 
life activities has been developed = in 
Detroit. Playing 
important parts in this development 
have been the Archdiocesan Council 
of Catholic Women, the CYO, and 
Marygrove College. A definite 


program of 


the Archdiocese of 


pro- 
gram of action is planned each year. 
Certain topics are agreed upon; then 
courses are given for parish leaders, 
aimed at briefing them on their topics. 
These leaders then help to conduct con- 
ferences in their respective parishes. 
Over and this, a 


above number of 


attendance of 


specific activities, such as the En- 
thronement of the Sacred Heart, child 
training discussions, and the distribu- 
tion of 


family literature are consis- 
tently promoted. Over 7000 teen-agers 


have benefited by participation in 
marriage preparation forums. The Arch- 
diocese has had a galaxy of capable 
Out- 
standing among them are: Sister Mary, 
1.H.M., nationally known child psy- 
chologist; Mrs. Mary Althoff, National 
Chairman of the Family and Parent 
Education Committee of the National 
Council of Catholic Women; Edward 
Crowe, Director of the Archdiocesan 
CYO, and Rev. Hubert Maino, Editor 
of the Michigan Catholic, 
serves as Archdiocesan Director of 
Family Life. Incidentally, the fine 
zeal and ability of these and many other 
members of the local clergy and laity 
were much in evidence when the Na- 


‘leaders to promote its program. 


who also 


tional Catholic Conference on Family 
Life, sponsored annually by the Family 
Life Bureau of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference, was held in the 
city of Detroit in mid-Lent this year. 


ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK 


The report of Rev. Robert A. Ford, 
Director of Family Life for the Arch- 
diocese of New York, shows that the 
largest number of young people ever 
reached in marriage preparation courses 
in any one year in a diocese or arch- 
reached during 1950, 
10,000 young men and women 
participated in marriage forums. The 
forums were conducted on a district 
basis and drew attendance from neigh- 


diocese was 
when 


boring parishes. They were held for 
eight successive weeks, four weeks for 
four men. <A 


organizations 


women and weeks for 
number of 


participated in the extensive program. 


agencies or 


Priests, doctors, and parents parti- 
cipated in the project. The entire 
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program was under the direction of Rt. 
Rev. John G. Middleton, Secretary 
of Education to His Eminence, Cardinal 
Spellman. Father Ford reports ex- 
cellent work also done by eight cells in 
the Archdiocese and continued progress 
by the Institute on Family Life center- 
ing at the College of New Rochelle. 


BRIGHT PROSPECTS FOR 

FURTHER GROWTH 

Needless to say, there are other arch- 
dioceses that have large and effective 
programs of action. So, too, are there 
literally dozens of dioceses that have 
well-organized and effective programs, 
not a few of which have been under 
way for a considerable number of years. 
Space, however, will not permit further 
mention or description of specific pro- 
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grams. Nor should that be necessary 
for our purposes. Those that have 
been presented show clearly that the 
family apostolate has developed along 
rather specifically defined lines. They 
show the consistent and almost uni- 
versal use of certain channels of action 
and the emergence of certain outstand- 
ing trends in activity programs. They 
show that the family apostolate has 
found its groove. Suffice it to add that 


prospects in this work are bright for the 


future. Nowhere is there evidence of 
flagging interest or  retrogression. 


Everywhere, to the contrary, there is 
evidence of a burning zeal and increasing 
activity. It all adds up to a lively 
family life movement. It carries with 
it much promise for a better and a higher 
Catholic family life. 





A Valiant Woman in This 
Year of Grace 1950 


By JOSEPH P. DONOVAN, C.M., J.C.D. 


‘ 

._ acling on a good 
thought reveals an unexpected world to 
us. That happened to me in early 
October. 
an article in one of our monthly Catholic 


More or-less by chance I read 


magazines on the dangers of natural 
birth control where there is not a gravely 
justifying cause for this practice. The 
article was short in compass, but | 
thought it the best thing I had read on 
this practice of natural birth control 
where the motive is selfish and where the 
practice is indulged in by reason of the 
invading no small 
The name 


secularistic — spirit 
numbers of Catholic hearts. 
signed to the article struck me as a pen 
name; and I judged that the writer was 
a woman and a married woman, and 
that she was speaking from personal ex- 
perience as to the natural use of marriage 
in the absence of a grave impediment. I 
wrote a few lines of congratulation to the 
writer in care of the magazine, and re- 
ceived back one of the most gratifying 
surprises of my life. She wrote six pages 
of appreciation and did so without the 
least thought that thousands of others 
would in the course of time be reading 
her autobiography as a Catholic wife and 
mother who realizes that there is such a 
thing as sacramental graces for married 
Catholics living in the state of grace 

graces that can enable them to do things 
in stride that before marriage would 
have seemed heroic. But before quoting 
the words of this unconscious poet, let 
us first rehearse the description penned 


in the Book of Proverbs of the valiant 
woman of the Old Testament. And let 
us use the timeless English that Mon- 
signor Knox has striven for, with great 
success, in his translation of both the 
New and the Old Testament. The in- 
spired scribe who knew the type of the 
valiant woman in the Old Testament is 
made in a sense a contemporary by the 
timeless English of Monsignor Knox. 


THE VALIANT WOMAN OF THE 
OLD TESTAMENT 


*“A man who has found a vigorous 
wife has found a rare treasure, brought 
from distant shores. Bound to her in 
loving confidence, he will have no need 
of spoil. Content, not sorrow, she 
will bring him as long as life lasts. 
Does she not busy herself with wool 
and thread, plying her hands with 
ready skill’ Ever she steers her 
course like some merchant ship, 
bringing provision from far away. 
From early dawn she is up, assigning 
food to the household, so that each 
waiting-woman has her _ share. 
Ground must be examined, and 
bought, and planted out as vineyard, 
with the earnings of her toil. How 
briskly she girds herself to the task, 
how tireless are her arms! Industry, 
she knows, is well rewarded, and all 
night long her lamp does not go out. 
Zealously she sets her hands to work, 
her fingers clutch the spindle. Kindly 
is her welcome to the poor, her purse 
ever open to those in need. Let the 
snow lie cold if it will, she has no fears 
for her household; no servant of hers 
but is warmly clad. Made by her own 
hands was the coverlet on her bed, 
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the cloths of lawn and purple that she 
wears. None so honored at the city 
gate as that husband of hers, when he 
sits in council with the elders of the 
land. Often she will sell linen of her 
own weaving, or make a girdle for the 
travelling merchant to buy. Pro- 
tected by her own industry and good 
repute, she greets the morrow with a 
smile. Ripe wisdom governs her 
speech, but it is kindly instruction she 
gives. She keeps watch over all that 
goes on in her house, not content to go 
through life eating and sleeping. That 
is why her children are the first to call 
her blessed, her husband is loud in her 
praise: Unrivalled art thou among all 
the women that have enriched their 
homes. Vain are the winning ways, 
beauty isasnare; it is the woman who 
fears the Lord that will achieve re- 
nown. Work such as hers claims its 
reward; let her life be spoken of with 
praise at the city gates.” 


4 VALIANT CATHOLIC MOTHER 
OF TO-DAY 


This description reminds us that the 
valiant woman of Scripture was in a rel- 
ative sense a rich woman. But the 
woman whose letter | am going to quote, 
doesn't seem to have even a_ living 
wage—if by that we mean income 
enough to support husband and wife and 


to rear at least an average family of 
o e 


children. My guess is, and I think the 
letter will bear it out, that our valiant 
woman and her husband have less than a 


minimum income, and that by the aid of 


sacramental graces they make that 
minus minimum income. sufficient to 
rear a family on. Old Ben Franklin re- 
marked that one vice could rear a child; 
and the relative extravagances of all 
sorts of secularized Catholic couples 
could rear a house-full of children, but 
to the unconscious revelation of what a 
deceased rector of Kenrick Seminary 
once called with poetic imagery an 
honest-to-God Catholic wife — and 
mother. 
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October 13, 1950 
Dear Father Donovan: 

Your letter, which I received to-day 
via the magazine, amazed me. 
Naturally, [| believe in my subject, 
but have Jong since ceased to expect 
anyone to agree with me; in fact, no 
one was more surprised than [ when 
the... magazine accepted and printed 
my article. The subject is handled 
ordinarily with the aid of a ten-foot- 
pole. Now you propose that Cana 
Conference use my article as a part of 
their regular literature (I doubt they'll 
use it). Yes, | am amazed—but so 
pleased! As pleased as all of us are 
when we feel that someone knows ex- 
actly what we mean and agrees with 
us! 

So many of my friends consider my 
reasoning “lofty,” whereas | consider 
it basic. Frankly, | have suffered 
personally from the anger of those who 
know how I feel about it, and who 
think | am judging them. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. | 
don’t Know all their problems and 
couldn't begin to judge them. How- 
ever, they have no difficulty judging 
me—I’m crazy! That’s why I’ve 
used a pen name for the article, so 
they won't be jumping down my 
throat again-—mostly, to mix a meta- 
phor, behind my back. 

“What's Wrong with Rhythm” is a 
direct result of all the mail I received 
as the reaction to an article printed 
in a weekly Catholic publication and 
called ““Leave Us Our Souls.”’ Most 
of the mail was so bitter and so vehe- 
ment, and showed such a complete 
ignorance of the whole picture, that I 
felt obliged to “spell it out.” Then 
the monthly publication felt the re- 
verberations: I understand it even 
suffers in the subscription depart- 
ment. (That reaction reminds me of 
the Protestant churches whose con- 
gregations don’t show up if they don’t 
like the sermons.) I spoke to the 
editor on the phone the other day. 
He handled the mail, and said it was 
terrific. But, Father Donovan, some 
of the letters are pure inspiration. 
One was from the mother of nine, the 
eldest being eleven, the youngest 
eight months, who said she and her 
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husband were “wondering when God 
would bless their home again.”” What 
a joy to read words of faith in God and 
in His Providence in a world where 
everyone seems to think God expects 
us to run all the details of our lives 
smoothly, or else! 


More and more [ understand why 
Christ was born, sans layelle, in a 
stable. No one can say of Him: 
“What did He know about poverty 
and suffering?” For the same reason 
l am glad that my husband and I live 
practically from hand to mouth, from 
baby to baby. No one can say: 
“It’s easy for them to talk about trust- 
ing God and having all the babies He 
wants to send them—they’ve got a 
beautiful home and help and money.” 
We live, actually, in four rooms up- 
stairs in the back of a building in an 
old neighborhood with our four chil- 
dren. Quarters are getting pretty 
cramped, and it would take a first- 
class miracle to find another place to 
live with four children. Still, I won't 
be surprised when that miracle oc- 
curs. With every child we seem to get 
a litthe more prosperous, which is 
partly due to my husband’s natural 
ambition and partly to the special 
providence which there seems to be 
for those who don’t worry about it 
but expect it, as children expect their 
fathers to of course take care of them. 

You will be interested to know that 
my husband is a convert of one year. 
We have been married six. It was 
only when our family began to grow 
that we began to grow, that my 
husband began to take on the virtues 
of a real man. When one terrible 
year hit us, it drove him to his knees; 
and when he arose, it was with a 
happy wonder at the flood of grace 
and light which had been poured on 
him, an ex-Unitarian. To say that he 
embraced the faith would be to put it 
mildly. It has changed our whole 
life to a degree [ wouldn't have be- 
lieved possible. I think my husband 
is wonderful, the most wonderful man 
| ever met. How he survived the 
normal upbringing of to-day’s men, 
| don’t know. He is one guy a gal 
has no difficulty “‘obeying’’—he is so 
good himself that, if he puts his foot 


down about something, you just 
naturally do what he says. Six years 
ago we could never have made the 
“sacrifices” we so automatically make 
to-day. Did we “just grow,” like 
Topsy? No, our children raised us 
to adults with a goal in life beyond the 
nice things of life which will just have 
to wait for a little while. 

I read “Horse and Mule Mar- 
riages” through, and the introduction 
several times. | was particularly in- 
terested in your remarks on grave 
reasons for preventing conceptions. 
You list the very things any thinking 
person would recognize as grave 
reasons, and the only reasons why one 
who believes in a personal God could 
resort to preventing conception. So 
many of my friends believe that | 
think there is no good reason to prac- 
tise Rhythm. I suppose if one had 
heroic virtue and thus heroic ability 
to take constant buffetings, there 
wouldn’t be a sufficiently good reason 
to sidestep procreation. Yet, God 
made us men, not angels. We are 
subject to a great many weaknesses 
physical and moral—and to a clouding 
of the intellect and will; semetimes 
we just don’t know what the right 
thing to do is—so we do nothing; 
i.e., don’t have that baby. Actually, 
| have been digging away at one 
couple who admittedly practise arti- 
ficial contraception to please try 
Rhythm. This would come as a dis- 
tinct shock to some others who have 
read my articles! 

The priest editor covered the sub- 
ject nicely the other day when he 
quoted: “The spirit quickeneth, but 
the letter killeth.” I wonder some- 
times if God isn’t going to take the 
“letter” people on Judgment Day 
and list neatly all the reasons why 
they really should not go to heaven. 
They seem to stay so close to the line 
that there is great danger of tripping 
over it at any moment—to the wrong 
side. 

Sacramental Achievement! What a 
lovely name for backaches, headaches, 
sewing myriad buttons, blowing nu- 
merous noses, tying trillions of shoe- 
laces, spanking a few little bottoms, 
‘“no-ing’ thousands of “no-es,” cook- 
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ing hundreds of meals, pealing moun- 
tains of potatoes, passing tens of 
howls for lickings! What a name for 
pushing down the idea of a new hat for 
the purchase of First Communion 
clothes, the idea of a dance for walking 
with a sick baby, for drowning the 
notion to dine out because you have 
to prepare and try a new formula for 
the baby! Or because who can afford 
a dinner out for six, almost the price 
of a week’s groceries? 

Sacramental Achievement. Blessed 
words! God bless you Father. And 
thank you. 

Sincerely, 


In answer to my request for permis- 
sion to cite her first letter without 
identifying the writer or the magazine, 
I received the following letter which is a 
further revelation of how zeal grows by 
what it feeds upon 


October 21, 1950 
Dear Father Donovan: 

There is nothing left for me to say 
except “Holy Smoke!”’—and I would 
say it too, but I read somewhere re- 
cently that it is an irreverent reference 
to incense! When people go around 
wanting to quote things I have writ- 
ten, | have the uncanny feeling that 
the Holy Ghost must have snatched 
the pen while I looked away, and 
made use of my paper for His own 
purpose. Especially when it comes 
out looking logical and well-reasoned; 
for though I feel these things intensely, 
I have a difficult time making any- 
thing intelligible out of them. So, by 
all means use anything you like; J 
can't feel it is my own, anyway, in one 
sense, 

... Thank you for the book (“Souls 
at Stake”). It arrived to-day. I 
have had time only to skim through it, 
but I can see there is a lot of meat 
there on a subject that has been grow- 
ing on me lately—how to do some- 
thing about the hordes of people who 
simply don’t know what real Christian 
living is, what the Catholic Church is 
all about... . 

And speaking of “bringing the 
message to the masses,” you may be 
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interested to know that some time ago 
I wrote an article on why to have 
large families under the title of “I 
Prefer to Be Prolific.” [t was written 
from the point of view of first the 
mother, second the children, and 
third the husband and wife.—Maga- 
zine bought it last April, but hasn’t 
published it yet. [ put in a couple of 
strong lines about birth control which 
| hope will slip by the editor; it is a 
strictly secular magazine. I have no 
idea when it will appear. . . . 
Most sincerely, 


THE SILENT KINE AND THE 

NOISY GRASSHOPPERS 

If I remember rightly, Edmund Burke 
gives us this figure of speech in his 
“Essay on the French Revolution.” 
Hfe tells us that a person, hearing a few 
grasshoppers in a field and not having 
seen the field as yet, might not surmise 
that these insects have any company in 
the field, might not advert to the fact 
that in that very field there is a great 
herd of cattle silently 
we oftentimes are 


resting in the 
noonday sun. So, 
prone to think that our secularized 
and Catholics that are secu- 
constitute the dominant 


Catholics 
larized plus 
majority of our Catholic population. 
Yet, it is nearer to the truth to say that 
the great bulk of our practising Catholics 
are simple and upright, fearing God and 
without any servile respect for the 
wanton styles and practices of a pagan 
world. Most of these noiseless Catholics 
are carrying on an apostolate of an ex- 
plicit kind by practising some of the 
works of mercy towards those among 
their friends and acquaintances needing 


the same works. Some are so busy—es- 


pecially mothers with younger chil- 
dren—in doing the things at hand that 


they are never able to exercise any ex- 
ternal apostolate; but these same duty- 
engrossed Catholics will be surprised on 
the day of judgment to find that they 
have been real victims of Divine Love in 
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winning souls to God by their sacra- 
mental achievements. But with the defi- 
nition of the Assumption of Our Blessed 


Lady only a question of a few hours off 


as | write, will not the Marian Age 
thereby ushered in open a new era in the 
Church and bring about in a generation 
or so more than previous centuries have 
accomplished? That seems to have been 
what the recently canonized Saint, 


Louis de Montfort, prophetically visual-. 


ized in these latter days—days that he 
foresaw and are now upon us, bringing 
the fullness of devotion to Our Blessed 
Lady, giving her the honor that God 
Himself has given her from the begin- 
ning and that is symbolized by the grow- 
ing devotion to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary. 
entwined in the living devotion of sin- 
cere Catholics the two Hearts, the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immacu- 
late Heart of Mary. But what shall be 
the induction of our ordinarily good 
Catholics into the life of the Marian 
Era? 


So, from now on we shall find 


WILL THE FUTURE FURNISH A 

COUNTERPART OF CANA? 

The request of Mary at the public 
wedding feast really began the public 
life of Our Saviour. Another request has 
perhaps been already made by Mary as 
a means of introducing the general piety 
that will surely be part of the Marian 


Age. We recall that in the Garden of 


Olives the Apostles, still only beginners 
in sanctity, preferred to give themselves 
up to rest rather than watch with their 
Master: “Could you not 
watch one hour with Me?” Mayhap 


agonizing 


the new request may have to do with 
spending one hour at least weekly with 
the Saviour in His sacramental pres- 
ence, the living memorial of His passion 
and death. 
cause there is a theological common- 


I proffer the conjecture be- 


place that, when a change is wrought in 


persons that is unaccountable for by the 
ordinary means used, then the explana- 
tion must be found in the direct and 
silent workings of the Holy Spirit. And 
this seems to be the case in the growing 
practice in parish churches of perpetual 
adoration without exposition. Ordin- 
arily, young and old give an hour a week 
(children dividing the hour into two 
parts), with men taking the night hours 
proper. I visited one such parish last 
winter—a parish with only 200 families 
in a town of 10,000 inhabitants. The 
pastor and his assistant had tried every 
means to improve the piety of the pa- 
rishioners, who seemed to be half-Prot- 
estant in their attitude towards the de- 
vout life. Yet, within six months after 
the introduction of perpetual adoration 
(at first the night hours were taken by 
only one man for each hour), the pastor 
hardly knew his parish, so changed had 
it been by the single expedient of nearly 
every parishioner making an hour of 
adoration once a week. Had anyone 
predicted the change beforehand, the 
pastor would have thought the prophet 
Again, in a city in 
Nebraska there is a church that has had 
perpetual adoration for six years—and 
six years is a good test for any new proj- 
ect. Then, as I write these lines, there 
is a church within a mile of our seminary 
as the crow flies that has had perpetual 
adoration the past three months. A 


bereft of his senses. 


‘male Legionary who had much to do 


with the organization of this perpetual 
adoration without exposition, assured 
me a month ago that there is a constant 
increase in the parishioners who come to 
daily Mass and daily Communion. A 
couple of miles away there is a religious 
parish that has now twelve hours of 
adoration daily, from nine in the morn- 
Still a couple of 
miles down from this religious parish 
and on the banks of the Father of 
Waters, there is a newly built church in 


ing to nine at night. 
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an old parish (a parish that the original 
French parishioners called Vide Poche), 


in which perpetual adoration got under 
way a few weeks ago. Then, a couple of 


miles to the north of God’s watchtower 
on the banks of the Mississipi, another 
Its block rosary 
Now, all 


these St. Louis parishes trace their in- 


parish is ready to start. 
is the point of departure. 


spiration, as does the Western Illinois 
parish already mentioned, to a Fran- 


ciscan Conventual who had a parish of 


3000 families (with quite a few not com- 
ing to Mass regularly), burdened with a 
debt of $350,000 and unable to meet his 
annual interest. Someone suggested to 
him perpetual adoration without ex- 


position. He tried it and was slow to 
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get it under way; but during the first 
year of full perpetual adoration he paid 
his interest, cancelled $50,000 of his 
debt, and hardly — knew his 
changed parish. 

While the foregoing effects may not 
have been brought about by a direct 


parish 


appeal of Our Lady, who wishes all 
Catholics to watch one hour a week with 
her Sacramental Son, they are at least 
an intimation of the mighty things pre- 
dicted for the Marian Age by St. Louis 
de Montfort. This Marian Age to all 
appearances was formally opened by the 
definition of the Assumption of Our 
Blessed Lady into heaven on the first of 
November in the Year of Our Lord, 
1950. 





The Perfect Prayer 


By JOHN A. 


B, EVERY standard of com- 


parison, the most popular prayer in exis- 
tence is the Our Father. Not only Catho- 
lics and Protestants, but Mohammedans 
and Jews, admire the Lord’s Prayer for 
its intrinsic beauty, and declare it to be 
the finest expression of Christian spir- 
ituality.'! An interesting sidelight on 
this popularity is furnished by the 
numerous polyglot collections of the 
Our Father which have been published 
at various times since the invention of 


printing. The most famous are those of 


John Chamberlayne in the — early 
eighteenth century (in 150 different 


languages), and of Padre Hervaz (in 307 
dialects and tongues), first published in 
1787. 

According to St. Augustine, “‘what- 
ever else we say when we pray, if we 
pray as we should, we are only saying 
what is already contained in the Lord’s 
Prayer.”? The recitation of the Our 
Father has been woven into the fabric of 
popular devotion since the days of the 
catacombs; it forms an integral part of 
the Canonical Hours, and has been so 
closely associated with the Sacrifice of 
the Mass that at least one Father of the 
Church, St. Gregory the Great, has been 
falsely accused of identifying the formula 
of consecration with the words of the 
Pater Noster. 

But if the Our Father is the most 
popular prayer that we have, is it also 
the most perfect? And if it is perfect, 
why? Why, in other words, are the an- 
cient Fathers and modern Saints so rhap- 

' Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. VII. 


? Epist. erri, cap. 12. 


HARDON, S.J. 


sodical in their praise of the Lord’s Prayer, 
calling it an epitome of the Gospels,* a 
compendium of the Faith,‘ the hallmark 
of predestination»® 
it reason? 


Is this rhetoric or is 
And if reason, what are the 
reasons? There are many. 


DIVINE AUTHORSHIP OF THE 
LORD’S PRAYER 


Christ Himself is the Author of the 
Lord’s Prayer, which in itself is its 
highest recommendation, since no one 
under God knows better than Jesus 
“The 


same Lord who made us,” says Cyprian, 


Christ how we ought to pray. 


“also taught us how to pray, so that our 
heard, 
when we speak to the Father in the 
words offered to us by His Son.”® The 
Church recognized this divine 
authority, and therefore prescribed that 
all the faithful should recite the Lord’s 
Prayer at least three times a day.’ In 
the seventh century, the Council of 
Toledo in one of its Canons decrees that 
“no Christian 


petitions will be more easily 


early 


worthy of the name 
should omit the frequent recitation of 
the Lord’s Prayer, which is so highly 
commended by the Fathers.” In the 
ninth century, the Council of Rheims 
passed a law forbidding any Catholic, 
under penalty of sin, * not to know 
the Our Father, not to understand its 


* Tertullian, quoted in Bellarmine, De 
Operibus Bonis, lib. I, cap. 4. 

* St. Cyprian, De Oratione Dominica. 

5 St. Augustine, De Dono Perseverantiz, cap. 
a a 

6 De Oratione Dominica. 

7 Constitutiones Apostolice, lib. VII, cap. 25. 
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meaning, and not to use it often in his 
prayers.” 


ATTITUDE OF RATIONALISTS 

TOWARDS THE PRAYER 

It is significant that rationalists like 
Harnack have argued that Christ must 
be more than merely human to have 
expressed Himself in sentiments like 
those of the Lord’s Prayer. “His 
words,” Harnack says of Christ, “speak 
to us across the centuries with the 
freshness of the present. It is here that 
that profound saying is truly verified: 
‘Speak, that I may see thee.’ Sublime 
indeed, and born of superhuman wisdom 
and celestial holiness is the teaching of 
Jesus Christ, and consequently He 
Himself must be more than a mere 
man.’’> On the other hand, others like 
Kohler question whether Christ ever 
composed the Our Father. It may be 
only an insertion of later writers, he 
suggests. But then, along with denying 
the Lord’s Prayer, he wants to deny most 
of the Gospels, which the worst enemies 
of Christianity are willing to admit. 
Some have also asserted that the 
Christian formula is a plagiarism from 
Jewish sources. It is true that a super- 
ficial resemblance exists between the 
Lord’s Prayer and Hebrew formularies 
supposedly current about the time of 
Christ. But the resemblance is more 
apparent than real, and besides, there is 
no satisfactory evidence that the Jewish 
prayers were really in existence in the 
lifetime of Christ. Orthodox Jews them- 
selves disclaim any radical dependence 
of the Our Father on Jewish sources. 
“The Lord’s Prayer,” writes Felix Levy, 
“owes much to Jewish thought. Many 
of its ideas are Jewish and its phrase- 
ology closely resembles that uttered by 
Jewish teachers. But the choice and 


8 “Das Wesen des Christentums” (English 


ed.), p. 39. 
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grouping of the phrases are original, and 
the whole bears the mark of the special 
Christian theology. It therefore is a 
Christian rather than a Jewish prayer.’ 


REMARKABLE BREVITY AND SCOPE 

OF THE PRAYER 

The brevity of the Our Father is re- 
markable, because for the number and 
sublimity of its petitions it could hardly 
be any shorter. The special merit of 
this brevity is that it can be easily 
memorized. Moreover, as Bellarmine 
points out, we are thereby reminded 
that there is no need of much talking 
when we pray, since we are speaking to 
God who knows what we need before we 
ask Him, but that what is necessary is a 
great devotion and fervor of spirit.! 
St. Peter Canisius found in the Our 
Father a proof for the infinite wisdom of 
Christ, who compressed into a few 
words ‘all the desires and aspirations of 
the human heart in its intimate converse 
with God.'! In the old monastic rules, 
the lay Brothers who did not understand 
Latin were enjoined to recite the Lord’s 
Prayer a certain number of times—up 
to a hundred or more a day. To keep a 
record of these repetitions they made 
use of pebbles or beads strung on a cord, 
which was called a Pater Noster. Later 
on, the name was retained even when 
such a string of beads was not used to 
count Our Fathers but Hail Marys, in 
reciting the decades of the Rosary. 


ST. THOMAS ON THE PERFECTION 

OF THE PRAYER 

The perfection of the Our Father is 
unique because it comprehends every- 
thing which it behooves us to ask of God 
as either necessary or useful for salva- 

® Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. VII, p. 
193. 

10 De Bonis Operibus in Particulari, lib. I, 
cap. 4. 


1! Brhortationes 
Dominica” ). 


Domestice (“‘De Oratione 
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tion. Its seven petitions have been 
variously compared to the seven gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, to the seven Sacra- 
ments, and to the three theological and 
four cardinal virtues of the New Law. 
The arrangement alone, says Bellar- 
mine, is enough to suggest from whence 
itcame. Against the objection that the 
petitions are not fittingly assigned, St. 
Thomas answers that: “The authority 
of Christ who composed the Lord’s 
Prayer is sufficient to forestall any 
criticism of its makeup.” But more 
than merely fitting, “the structure of 
the Our Father is perfect. For since 
prayer is an interpretation of our de- 
sires, we should only pray for those 
things which are proper for us to desire. 
Now, in the Lord’s Prayer what we are 
asking for from God is everything that 
we may lawfully ambition. It is, 
therefore, not only a catalog of petitions 
but also, and especially, a corrective for 
the affections. Thus, the first object 
of our desires is our last end; then, the 
means to arrive at this end. But our 
end is God, to whom our affections in- 
cline in two ways: the one in desiring 
the glory of God, the other in wishing to 
enjoy this divine glory. The first be- 
longs to charity by which we love God in 
Himself; the second to charity by which 
we love ourselves in God. So, the first 
petition, Hallowed be Thy name, asks for 
the glory of God; and the second, 
Thy kingdom come, asks that we may 
come to the enjoyment of this glory. 
“Nloreover, we are directed to the end 
of our existence either by something 
which is essential or by something which 
is accidental as a means of salvation. 
However, it can be essential again either 
directly, according to the merit by which 
we deserve beatitude because we are 
obedient to God, and in this sense we 
ask: Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven: or it may be only instrumental 
although essential because it helps us to 


merit heaven. And in this respect we 
say: Give us this day our daily bread, 
whether we understand this of the 
Sacramental Bread of the Eucharist, 
the daily use of which is profitable to 
salvation, or of the bread of the body, 
which is symbolic for a sufficiency of 
food. 

“We are also directed to heaven ac- 
cidentally, by the removal of obstacles 
that stand in the way. There are three 
such obstacles to beatitude; (1) sin, 
which directly excludes a man from the 
kingdom of God. Therefore we pray: 
Forgive us our trespasses; (2) tempta- 
tion, which leads us into sin. Hence 
our sixth petition: Lead us not into 
femplation; (3) temporal evils, the con- 
sequence of sin, which make the burden 
of life too heavy. Consequently, our 
final petition: Deliver us from evil.” ? 


ST. THOMAS ON THE STRUCTURE 
OF THE PRAYER 


The structure of the Lord’s Prayer, 
according to St. Thomas, can be schema- 
tized as follows, where each successive 
number represents the corresponding 
petition. 

The end of man may be considered 
either: 


(1) Objectively, as the glory of God, 
or 
(2) Subjectively, as man’s beatitude, 
which is attained 
Positively and 
(3) Directly, by doing the will 
of God, or 
(4) Instrumentally, — through 
the Bread of the Eucha- 
rist, or 
Negatively, by removing the ob- 
stacles, which are 
(5) Sin, and its prelude, which 
is 
(6) Temptation, and its just ret- 
ribution, which is the 
(7) Evil or God’s punishment 
for sin. 


12 Summa, II-I1, Q. lxxxiii art. 
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ENCOMIUMS OF THE SAINTS 


The Saints, who of all people ought to 
know, have been so eloquent on the 
value of the Lord’s Prayer that we are 
inclined to discredit their statements as 
pious exaggerations. “It is especially 
the one prayer, called the Lord’s 
Prayer,” says St. Augustine, “‘which, 
when prayed by the faithful, may be re- 
garded as a special mark of predilection 
and a guarantee of perseverance in the 
grace of God.”'® No one understands 
better than Christ what prayer is most 
pleasing to God, and of what things we 
stand in the greatest need. From which 
Bellarmine argues: “If, as Christ tells 
us, Whatsoever we shall ask the Father 
in His name He will grant us, what 
confidence we should have of being 
heard when we pray to God not only in 
the name of Christ but in the very words 
which passed His sacred lips.”'* St. 
Peter Canisius, always practical, was 
scandalized to see how carelessly the 
Our Father is sometimes recited even in 
religious communities. ‘We have to be 
on our guard,” he warned his brethren on 
one occasion, “not to say the Lord’s 


Prayer thoughtlessly through force of 


habit. I firmly believe that no other 
act of piety given to us by Christ carries 
with it a higher degree of approval or is 
more necessary for us if we are to avoid 
evil and obtain the blessings destined 
for us by God.”’® 

St. Teresa of Avila has written ex- 
tensively on the efficacy of the Lord’s 
Prayer in raising an individual to the 
heights of sanctity. 
she writes, “who could never reach 
further than vocal prayer. . . . She 


“*T know a person,” 


once came to me very afflicted because 
she knew not how to practise mental 
prayer, neither could she contemplate 
but only pray vocally. I asked her 


13 De Dono Perseverantiz, cap. 2, n. 3. 
14 De Bonis Operibus, loc. cit. 
1% Erhortationes Domestice(**De Orat. Dom.” ). 


230 


what she did and perceived that, though 
she limited herself to the Pater Noster, 
she enjoyed pure contemplation and God 
raised her even to the prayer of union,” 

The Lord’s Prayer has at various 
times been credited with almost sacra- 
mental efficacy. Reference has been 
made to the misinterpretation of a 
passage in one of St. Gregory's letters,” 
where the Saint is supposed to have 
thought that the bread and wine were 
consecrated in Apostolic times by the 
recitation of the Our Father alone. 
This is certainly not the true meaning 
of the passage. But St. Jerome in his 
conflict with the Pelagians definitely 
asserted that Our Lord Himself taught 
His disciples that every day in the Holy 
Sacrifice ““. . . they should make bold to 
repeat the Our Father.”'’ St. Gregory 
gave the Pater Noster its present posi- 
tion in the Mass, shortly after the Con- 
secration and before the breaking of the 
Species. In olden times, the whole 
congregation used to answer the priest: 
“Sed libera nos a malo.” 

Another 


“sacramental” character of the Lord’s 


classic reference to the 
Prayer in Patristic literature, this time 
unquestioned, is found in two works of 
St. Augustine. 
midst of the world,” he argues, “‘where 
no one can live without sin, the forgive- 


“Since we live in the 


ness of our faults is found not only in the 
sacred waters of Baptism, but also in 
the daily repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 
It is like our daily Baptism.”!* 

Luther and Calvin and their followers 
have tried to capitalize on this passage 
and apply it to their doctrine of justifica- 
tion by faith. If the Lord’s Prayer or 
its equivalent is enough to reconcile the 
sinner with God, why bother with the 
Sacrament of Confession? In fact, 
why worry about sin at all? “Real 

6 “Way of Perfection,” chap. 31. 

7 Epist. tr, 12. 


8 Adv. Pelag.. iii, 15. 
'§ Serm. certit, De Temp., (Enehir., c. lerri). 
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saints,” according to Luther, “must be 
good lusty sinners, who do not blush to 
insert in the Our Father the petition: 
Forgive us our trespasses.”"?? But Au- 
gustine’s real meaning is clear enough 
from his other writings. The Lord’s 
Prayer is not a substitute for Confession 
but only an analogous help. By its 
daily recitation, we are delivered from 
our daily, venial faults—‘‘from those 
minor infidelities we commit by reason 
of the weakness of the flesh."?! 

THE PRAYER IS EXCLUSIVELY 

CHRISTIAN 

The question arises as to whether and 
to what extent the Lord’s Prayer is the 
exclusive property of the Church. — It is, 
first of all, a Christian prayer. In the 
fifth petition, for example, we ask to be 
forgiven our sins in the measure that we 
“This 


idea,” says a modern Jewish authority, 


have granted pardon to others. 


“of asking for forgiveness of God in re- 
turn for forgiveness of man Is foreign to 
Jewish liturgy. The Lord's Prayer 
thus adds a new thought, possibly under 
the influence of the Christian doctrines 
of atonement and mediation. ’*?? 

But is. it Catholic 


In interpreting the petition, 


exclusively a 
prayer? 
Thy kingdom come, the Fathers refer 
these words, at least inclusively, to the 
advancement of the Church and the de- 
struction of schism and heresy. Sum- 
marizing their teaching, Canisius says: 
“According to Christ’s intention, the 
Our Father does not belong to un- 
believers. This is proved by St. Paul's 
question: ‘How can they call upon Him 
in whom they do not believe?” (Rom., 
x. 14). 


the Jews, as Christ tells us: ‘Everyone 


Again, this prayer is not for 


that denies the Son, has not the Father 


20 Quoted in Grisar, “‘Martin Luther,” Vol. V, 
p. 124. 


21 Serm. vi, De Temp. 2? Levy, loc. cit. 


also’ (I John, ii. 23). And finally, it is 
not for heretics who are proscribed and 
who live outside the home of the Church. 
It is not for those who sunder Christ, 
who are the enemies of unity and, like 
branches that are withered, have been 
cut off from the vine.’’?* Strong lan- 
guage, no doubt, but fully justified, not 
only in the sixteenth century but in the 
twentieth. Emmet Fox is typical of 
the Protestant divines whose hatred of 
ecclesiasticism, as they call it, is so in- 
veterate that even the Lord’s Prayer of 
unity gives them an occasion for at- 
tacking the Church. 
he explains, “that, as the centuries went 
by, his simple, primitive teaching would 
gradually become overlaid with all sorts 
of external things. He foresaw that 


‘Jesus foresaw,” 


men who had never known Him 
would build up theologies and doctrinal 
systems, obscuring the direct simplicity 
of the spiritual message, and actually 
erecting a wall between God and man. 
He designed His Prayer in such a way 
that it would pass safely through those 
ages without being tampered with. He 
arranged it with consummate skill, so 
that it could not be twisted or distorted, 
or adapted to any man-made system.”’?4 
Incidentally, the author of this diatribe 
denies the Divinity of Christ in the same 
book in which he apostrophizes on the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

There is more than “primitive teach- 
ing” and “direct simplicity” in the 
Lord’s Prayer. It is the unique petition 
given to us by the Heavenly Lawmaker 
Himself, that we may not only know 
what to do but also obtain the fulfillment 
of all our desires.» With St. Augustine, 
‘let us prefer this to all other prayers.” 


23 Exhortationes Domesticz (**De Orat. Dom.,”’ 
3, n. 2a. 

24**The Sermon on the Mount” (Grosset 
and Dunlap, 1938), p. 162. 

2 Enarr. in Psalmos (Ps. exlii). 

26 Serm. vi, De Temp. 
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The Purpose of Religious 
Controversy 


By WILLIAM R. DUFFEY 


i= HISTORY of argumentation 
confirms the fact that both reason and 
motivation are usually required to estab- 
lish truth in a prejudiced mind. Al- 
though truth operates well of itself in a 
person with a_ well-disposed heart, it 
loses its efficacy when ill will interferes 
with its operation. Yet, reasoning, al- 
ways the nerve of written or oral dis- 
course, will likewise be the vital opera- 
tion in undermining bigotry. Men are 
willing to pay homage to their reason; 
consequently, what is contested ought 
to be subject to proof or at least to care- 
ful analysis. In order to win a cause, the 
pleader for it must proceed from what 
is already admitted as certain to that 
which is not yet admitted as true. When 
this order is observed, the uncertain gen- 
erally bows before right reasoning and 
solid evidence. 


IMPORTANCE OF RIGHT 
MOTIVATION 


Yet, it should not be forgotten that 
men have power to close their ears to the 
severe prescriptions of reason. They 
can listen to seductive passions that 
warm the blood and incite the heart to 
resist reason, as well as to the interior 
voice of conscience. These same affec- 
tive states of man, natural to him, can 
of course also be turned from evil to the 
service of the good. Right motivation 
can convert feeling into an effective 
agent that fights for truth rather than 
against it. 

When Fénelon, the French orator, 
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declared that “‘the preacher who moves 
the most preaches the best,” he was 
giving sound advice not only to the 
pulpit orator but to anyone whose task 
it is to win hearts and minds to a cause. 
The bigot often remains a bigot, be- 
cause he clings to some advantage or is 
fearful of some impending danger. Since 
desire of gain and fear of loss have been 
prime motivating forces in planting hate 
in his prejudiced mind, the same mo- 
tives of reward and punishment can also 
be powerful agents in eradicating it. 
The motive that has worked so suc- 
cessfully for evil can with equal force, 
and perhaps with greater effect, labor 
for the good. 

Hope, then, is also a splendid weapon 
against bigotry. Since bigotry often 
results from a cynical loss of hope in the 
goodness of some man, activity, or 
group, hope along with fear and love is 
often its most effective antidote. 


ARGUMENTATIVE METHODS 
TO BE AVOIDED 


Certain methods of argumentation 
pagan in their origin, used in the court- 
room or in the deliberative assembly, 
feed the fires of bigotry instead of ex- 
tinguishing them; for that reason in 
sacred eloquence they should be con- 
demned and avoided as_ unchristian. 
But does it follow that the defense of 
right principles must be abandoned al- 
together? Must the bigot and the un- 
principled be left free to attack as they 
please? Put aside the thought, and let 
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the kindly St. Francis of Sales, admired 
to-day by both Protestants and Catho- 
lics, give a solution to those who must 
deal with controversial issues. He 
proved the value of using simple motiva- 
tions of fear, hope, and love along with 
the clear, exact exposition of facts. He 
showed that problems bound up with 
emotion must be explained with pa- 
tience and kindness. 


MANIFESTATION OF RESPECT 

FOR OPPONENTS 

According to St. Francis of Sales, the 
chief desire of the one who engages in 
controversy should be to instruct well. 
The Saint’s love of truth inspired a love 
for truth in others. His respect for his 
fellow-men led them to respect his 
views. His opponents knew that he was 
a man of pure intentions; consequently, 
when they admitted their errors, they 
knew that he would not gloat over his 
victory, but would give the credit for it 
to the power of truth itself. It was 
never a humiliating experience to be 
convinced by St. Francis. 

After all is said, what has more power 
than truth rightly presented? In any 
event, it has far more power than the 
misguided efforts of a debater who 
values his cleverness in dialectics above 
the truth of his utterances. Such men 
embitter minds while flattering them- 
selves that they are winning hearts. No 
wonder that the late Pius X, who knew 
the dangers of rancorous contentions, 
warned missionaries against controversy, 
and told them that it did harm to reli- 
gion. Well did he say: “We cannot 
build a Church upon the ruins of char- 
ity.” Those who fight bigotry with 
reckless disregard of justice and charity 
only create more bigotry. Invective 
does not win hearts. And even a bigot 
must be distinguished from his sin of 
bigotry. 

On the whole, then, bigotry will be 


dealt with more successfully in our 
country if attention is directed to the 
ideas of the leaders who plant the seeds 
of hatred in the hearts of their fellow- 
beings, rather than to the motives and 
behavior of these leaders. Furthermore, 
the methods used in combating bigotry 
must conform to sound principles of 


justice and charity. In fighting this 


curse, one must not stoop to the methods 
of its own advocates. Lastly, the bigot 
must be confronted with incontrover- 
tible facts, and reasoned with clearly and 
logically. 


4 WEAK DEFENSE OF TRUTH 

CONFIRMS BIGOTS 

It must be remembered that a weak 
defense of truth and an absence of char- 
ity on the part of his opponent only en- 
courage the bigot to remain what he is. 
Bigots always have an adequate de- 
fense against weak argument, disordered 
exposition, unfair methods, and impure 
intention. They cannot, however, meet 
successfully the sound argument that is 
presented with Christ-like humility, 
patience, and zeal for truth. 

Canon Bellefroid in “Manuel d’ 
Eloquence Sacrée” maintains that, if 
through sheer perversity a bigot holds 
out against truth so presented, all ef- 
fort is not lost. It is encouraging to re- 
call that Christ Himself was unable to 
persuade some of His bigoted opponents. 
And it is even more comforting to re- 
member that in publicly teaching the 
truth to these hardened bigots He was 
not wasting His time. For, although He 
did not win them over, He did convince a 
large percentage of their followers. By 
His methods of teaching He made the 
truth so clear and attractive that the 
average man in His audience was there- 
by immunized against the specious argu- 
ments of the bigots. His truth and 
peace came to men of good will. 

Those who follow in His footsteps and 
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use His methods can likewise make 
truth clear and attractive in any age, 
not excepting our own. Itis very urgent 
that they should do so whenever they 
have the opportunity as parents, teach- 
ers, public speakers, religious leaders, or 
persons of influence in social, profes- 
sional, and civic organizations. 
those who know the truth remain silent, 
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For if 


who will check the fires of hatred that 
If those 
who have gained peace from truth lose it 


the bigot indefatigably feeds? 


in the tempest of argument, who will 
calm the storm that the bigot deliber- 
ately arouses?! 


' A work by Dr. Duffey on “Preaching Well” 
is scheduled for publication by Bruce this fall. 





Mental Hygiene and the 
Priest 


By ROBERT P. ODENWALD, M.D. 


W.. ARE ALL proud of the phe- 


nomenal achievements of medicine in the 
last fifty years. There is no longer fear 
of epidemics like typhoid fever and 
diphtheria. Tuberculosis, pneumonia 
and many other diseases are not nearly 
so dangerous as they were some years 
ago. Everywhere the battle is being 
waged for the prevention and eradication 
of all diseases. There is highly success- 
ful research being done to combat 
heart diseases, rheumatic diseases, and 
cancer. The prevention of disease pro- 
gresses daily. 

However, while advances are con- 
tinually being made in the area of 
organic disease, much more could be 
done in the area of mental disease. 
In the last war, graphic proof was given 
of the many prevalent disturbances in 
emotional and mental health. Of all 
those rejected for military service in the 
United States, one-third were rejected 
for mental or nervous disease. It is 
also a known fact that of all those dis- 
charged from the army for medical 
reasons 44.60, were discharged — for 
mental or emotional disturbances. This 
high percentage of mental illness means 
that this is a problem which exists in 
every community and, for the priest, in 
every parish. Therefore, the import- 
ance of mental hygiene in the prevention 
of mental illness is of interest not only 
to the State, the community, the physi- 
cian and the psychiatrist, but also to the 
priest who, in his daily pastoral duties 
of confession and counselling, deals with 


people to whom statistics just mentioned 
are applicable. 


PSYCHOLOGICAL UNDERSTANDING 
OF INDIVIDUAL 


In order to fulfill his réle in the work 
of the Church, the priest cannot neglect 
a psychological understanding of the 
individual. He should study and try 
to understand the political, social and 
economic factors which are at the present 
time upsetting men’s minds with in- 
security, doubt and fear. World War I 
and World War IL have changed the 
whole attitude of society. Throughout 
the world millions are desperate for food 
and look covetously towards Americé 
where there is more food than can be 
consumed. Notwithstanding this fact, 
there is in our own country insecurity 
among millions of people. International 
and interpersonal relations are strained, 
filled with suspicion, fear, tension, mis- 
trust, and selfishness. The priest should 
try to understand the normal psycho- 
logical reactions to the world situation 
and to the situation in his own parish 
and community. If he has a deep 
understanding of his people’s troubles, 
then he has in his grasp an essential tool 
to aid them in their spiritual welfare as 
well as in their emotional and mental 
development and health. 

The family, the nucleus of human 
society, is in great peril both in our own 
country and abroad. Two world wars 
and the initial skirmishes of a possible 
third present problems to families that 
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may well prove insurmountable to many 
unless they receive the proper guidance. 
Individuals must accept their respon- 
sibilities in their own family and in the 
world-family. Priests must learn to 
recognize in the earliest stages those 
passive dependent personalities who find 
in troubled conditions excuses for their 
own failings and misfortunes. These 
people must be shown their responsibil- 
ities, and if through faulty education 
and a misguided will they remain un- 
able to perform their duties to God 
and man, then they should be sent to a 
competent psychiatrist for psychother- 
apy. Parents especially must be con- 
stantly instructed in their duties towards 
each other and towards their children. 


Divorce, birth control, sterilization, 
euthanasia, inadequate housing, and 


excessive government control are only 
some of the problems and _ influences 
with which families must at present 
contend. Each of these may present 
mental and emotional difficulties to 
members of the family. These difficul- 
ties in turn may affect their moral judg- 
ment and lead them into erroneous think- 
ing. It is not enough to repeat to them 
that certain behavior is wrong. The 
priest should help them to see that their 
behavior is not the only solution to their 
problems, that there is a better and more 
Christ-like way of response. For ex- 
ample, to call down the wrath of God 
upon parents who are practising birth 
control without helping them in any 
concrete way to solve their problem is 
only adding fuel to the fire. The father 
may be unable to support another child 
at his present salary, or the mother 
may have physical or emotional inade- 
quacies which would make the coming of 
another child extremely hazardous for 
her and for the welfare and happiness 
of the rest of the family. To excoriate 
such individuals for their sins is fre- 
quently to increase the possibility of 
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further sin and to endanger their mental 
health. Birth control may seem to them 
to be the only possible solution for their 
problem. The priest must show them 
some other solution; and even though 
his proposed solution may be an ex- 
tremely difficult one, it must be pointed 
out that it is within their power to 
achieve it. Every priest will realize 
that this solution can be given only after 
he understands thoroughly the facts 
of the case at hand. These facts include 
not only the political, economic and 
social environment of the individuals, 
but also their personalities and poten- 
tialities. Thus, it is evident that the 
priest must know his people, must know 
their must know 
enough psychology to be able to fashion 
the best people and the best environment 
for them with the material he has at 


environment, and 


hand. 


RELIEVING THE TENSIONS 

OF MARITAL LIFE 

Birth control is only an example of 
marital problems which the priest must 
help people to solve. How often may it 
be possible to save a family from divorce 
when a priest understands the difficulties 
of two persons who live together closely 
day after day! Minor 
misunderstandings that arise between 


tensions and 


husband and wife must have an outlet. 
If they are not relieved but are allowed 
to continue their cancerous growth, a 
broken home is the inevitable conse- 
quence. The priest can do a great deal 
to relieve such tensions and to right 
such misunderstandings if he knows his 
people, and if, through his wisdom and 
charity, he can bring them to work to- 
gether (perhaps in parish work), to play 
and laugh together (perhaps in parish 
functions), and to pray and love together 
both in church and at home. Not in- 
frequently a physician is approached 
about some severe marital discord, and is 
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asked by the patient if it is not best for 
all concerned to obtain a_ divorce. 
There are physicians who very easily 
suggest that divorce seems to them to be 
the only solution for many marriage 
problems. However, the physician has 
no right to make such a decision for 
another person. In the case of Catho- 
lics, he should advise them to talk the 
problem over with a priest. 


HOME MALADJUSTMENTS AND 
JUVENILE MISDEMEANORS 


The education of children is the duty 
of parents. The priest may also partake 
of this duty either directly or indirectly. 
Directly, the priest often deals with 
early behavior problems in children 
either in the confessional or in’ the 
parish school or at the request of worried 
parents. Again, the priest should not 
condemn nor condone, but correct. 
Behavior problems in children are usu- 
ally the result of maladjustment in the 
home. This brings the problem back to 
the parents. Is the home a secure and 
peaceful haven for the child, where he 
can relax and enjoy himself, yet at the 
same time partake of the responsibilities 
of keeping that home upright, neat and 
well-ordered? If not, then the parents 
need some help in relieving their own ten- 
sions and insecurities so that they may 
relax and allow their child to develop 
in a secure and pleasant atmosphere. 
The priest should always keep his eyes 
open for signs of poor physical health. 
Excessive underweight or overweight, 
pallor, extreme nervousness, and ex- 
treme lethargy are only a few of the 
many symptoms of ill health that are 
easily detected by one who is a little 
observant. If there is the slightest suspi- 
cion of physical trouble, it is always wise 
to advise a medical check-up. Other- 
wise, attempts to correct the misbehavior 
may be doomed to failure before they 
start. 


Indirectly the priest partakes in the 
education of children through the infor- 
mation and counsel he imparts to the 
parents on this subject. Frequently, 
parents who realize the grave respon- 
sibilities that they assume in view of 
their God-given parental authority seek 
advice from their priest in the difficult 
task of shaping the personalities of their 
children. The priest should be as 
informed as possible on the psychology 
of children and adolescents in order to 
understand his young people and in order 
to aid their parents in a task which 
modern living makes ever more difficult. 
In view of some extreme modern theories 
on child rearing, parents sometimes 
need to be informed that children do 
need discipline, but they should also be 
reminded that discipline must be tem- 
pered with love. Discipline without 
love means over-severity. Love without 
discipline means over-indulgence. Both 
are extremely and usually lastingly 
harmful to the personality of the child. 
Discipline conjoined to love means per- 
sonality growth in an environment of 
security and understanding. 


SEX INSTRUCTION AND 

EMOTIONAL IMMATURITY 

Sex is another area in which the educa- 
tion of the child is an important concern 
of the priest. The question of sex 
instruction for children is still a disputed 
subject. If the priest or the nuns who 
teach children had had experience in 
mental hygiene clinics or had seen 
patients in a psychiatric office or in a 
guidance institute or in a mental insti- 
tution, they would be astonished at the 
great harm that has been done to chil- 
dren because their educators have com- 
pletely avoided or regarded as dirty and 
sinful the question of sex. It is my 
opinion that every priest should make it 
a point to see that every child in his 
parish has made available to him that 
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degree of sex knowledge which is proper 
to his age and emotional maturity. 
The consensus of opinion is that this sex 
knowledge should be imparted by the 
parents of the child at the proper time. 
However, the inhibitions of the parents, 
or their failure to attain the deep under- 
standing of their children which is 
necessary background for such instruc- 
tion, sometimes prevent the parents 
from instructing their children in these 
matters. If this is the case, then one 
may assume that the duty is delegated 
to another who is competent to give the 
information wisely and correctly. Thus, 
the priest or the teachers in the school 
or a Catholic physician may be called 
Clini- 
cal evidence makes it continually more 
and more evident that healthy sex educa- 


upon to impart this knowledge. 


cation is of immense value for a happy 
and normal adolescence and later mature 
family life. 
marriages suffer and are shipwrecked 


Let us not forget how many 


because the partners were never pre- 
pared for sex experience in marriage. 


ADEQUATE PREPARATION FOR 

MARITAL LIFE 

A priest has wisely and with the grace 
of God to counsel young people who are 
in love or who are disappointed in love. 
The wisdom of the Church in its teach- 
ing on the avoidance of temptation is the 
finest criterion the priest can use in 
counselling young people before mar- 
riage about sex questions. Every priest 
should realize that the legal license and 
the formal publishing of bans do not 
make marriage preparation adequate. 
The young people should be instructed 
on the moral values of marriage, on the 
difficulties that are present in it as in 
any vocation, and on the personal 
sacrifice which must be a part of raising 
children. It is especially proper in a 
conference with the engaged couple just 
prior to the marriage that the question 
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Too frequently 
the extreme of prudery or vulgarity in 


of sex be discussed. 


one or the other of the parties causes 
shock and distaste in the performance 
of the marital act. If this is not the 
principal cause, then it is certainly one 
of the principal causes of marital discord. 
Sexual incompatibility is a most serious 
threat to Only the 
woman can maintain 


marriage. most 
saintly man or 
marital compatibility in the face of sexual 
incompatibility. Consequently, it is 
the priest's duty to instruct clearly, with 
neither prudery nor vulgarity, in this 
delicate and all-important topic. He 
should strive especially to make clear 
that the forthcoming bond of matrimony 
completely changes the rules of modesty 
for the married couple, but never changes 
the rules of chastity. Sharp distinctions 
should be made between the two, and as 
much specific information imparted as 
seems necessary. Frequently most of 
this task can be accomplished by giving 
the individuals reading matter which 
will impart the equivalent information 
and moral guidance privately. How- 
ever, the need for such an approach to 
be overemphasized. 
Proper preparation can prevent immeas- 


marriage cannot 
urable mental suffering on the part of 
one or both parties to the marriage, and 
it can foster a rich, happy, and fruitful 
married life. 


ALCOHOLISM OFTEN A SIGN 
OF SOCIAL MALADAPTATION 


There are signs everywhere of malad- 
justments and disturbances in social life. 
Alcoholism is another of the symptoms 
of sick humanity with which the priest 
as a spiritual father and as a mental 
hygienist must sometimes deal. Mani- 
fested on every level of society, alcohol- 
ism is often an expression of an infer- 
iority complex and anxiety. An indivi- 
dual who indulges in excessive drinking 
may find spiritual motivation a most 





tly 
y in 
uses 
ince 
the 
one 
ord. 
ious 
10st 
Lain 
cual 
is 
ith 
this 
He 
ear 
ny 
sty 
ges 
ons 
las 


as 


MENTAL HYGIENE AND THE PRIEST 





powerful means of overcoming his condi- 
tion. However, if repeated and sincere 
efforts on his part together with the 
help of prayer and the Sacraments fail 
to free him from drinking habits, then he 
may be classed as a pathological drinker. 
Such an individual needs the help of 
psychotherapy in order to uncover and 
cure the basis for his drinking and the 
underlying cause of his alcoholism. 
The priest should not hesitate to recom- 
mend that he go to a good psychiatrist 
competent in handling such matters. 

So far we have considered the more 
usual cases that a priest will encounter. 
llowever, every priest in the exercise of 
his pastoral ministry will meet persons 
who are suffering from a serious mental 
illness. When he is confronted with 
such cases, he should remember that 
they are beyond the scope of his train- 
ing. He should not hesitate to send 
them to a competent — psychiatrist. 
Severe scrupulosity is an emotional and 
mental illness to such a degree that the 
penitent only becomes worse by his 
repeated confessions and talks with the 
If the confessor thinks that the 
penitent may have reached the state in 


priest. 


which the feeling of guilt has become a 
severe neurosis, the priest should at once 
indicate the need for psychotherapy. A 
priest should also recognize the need for 
psychiatric assistance for certain types 
of sexual irregularities. Usually the 
individual falls into sexual abuses solely 
through the temptation of the flesh. 
This can be corrected or held in check 
through the use of prayer and the Sacra- 
ments. Sometimes the difficulty may 
be complicated by fetishism, homosex- 
uality, exhibitionism and similar abnor- 
malities. 
of a psychiatrist should be enlisted. 
Damage has been done, and is being done 


In these cases the assistance 


daily, by priests who do not understand 
some of the emotional disturbances in 


their parishioners. Unless they have 


had some kind of psychological training, 
priests are unable to deal with their 
parishioners’ compulsions, phobias, and 
obsessions and to give them proper 
pastoral understanding. Their compul- 
sive acts are much stronger then the will 
of their weakened personality. A psy- 
chiatrist is the person most able to help 
them. 


MARRIAGE IS NOT A REMEDY 
FOR PERSONALITY PROBLEMS 


\ word of caution should be intro- 
duced here. Very often marriage is 
regarded by physicians as a cure for 
disturbances such as alcoholism, shy- 
ness, and phobias. People with sexual 
problems such as homosexuality and 
exhibitionism are sometimes told that 
the best thing for them is to marry, 
because probably marriage will cure 
them. Unfortunately some priests fall 
into this fallacy of counselling. No 
priest or physician should recommend 
such a method of getting rid of a per- 
sonality problem. As a general prin- 
ciple, marriage does not solve severe 
personality problems for either of the 
parties, but only aggravates the difficul- 
ties for the person having them and 
adds their burden to the sorrow of the 
innocent party. 

A final and important area of mental 
hygiene with which the priest is often 
concerned is the climacterium. A priest 
is often consulted by individuals, es- 
pecially women, who are in the change of 
life. Usually this problem can be han- 
dled by a wise and understanding priest 
who is appreciative of the psychological 
outlook of persons in this period. Life 
is behind them. The dark road of 
inactivity and uselessness stretches be- 
fore them and leads to the darker gates of 
death. Spiritual meditation and prayer 
can lighten the load of approaching old 
age for most of these people, if we im- 
press upon them their home is not here 


239 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





but above, that life must have an ending 
in order that eternal life may have a be- 
ginning, that what remains of life can 
be made useful and happy by using our 
opportunity to help others from our 
experience. It sometimes happens that 
persons in the climacterium develop a 
condition proper to that period and 
known as involutional melancholia. 
Every priest should impress 
their minds the inherent dangers in 
These people are 


upon 


such a_ condition. 
greatly depressed, and in their depressed 
condition are always potential suicides. 
Extreme care must be taken not to de- 
them further. Psychiatric aid 
should be called immediately.  Pre- 
cautions should be taken to prevent the 


press 


opportunity of suicide. Such cases are 
usually easily and readily alleviated by 
proper psychiatric treatment. Without 
it, the persons may become suicides or 
attempted suicides, and bring deep and 
permanent suffering to the entire family 
concerned. 


UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 
PRIEST AND PSYCHIATRIST 


We have pointed out in this discussion 
that a priest must frequently send mem- 
bers of his flock to a psychiatrist for 
It may be well worth 
facts about 


psychological aid. 
while to consider some 
psychiatrists. The psychiatrist is a 
physician, licensed to practise medicine 
and surgery, who has a special education 
in the 
mental disorders. 


diagnosis and 
Most qualified psy- 
chiatrists have to undergo a_ rigid 
examination to obtain the diplomas of 
the American Board of Psychiatry and 
Neurology. Unfortunately, it is oc- 
casionally stated that all psychiatrists 
are atheists or inclined to a determin- 
istic, hedonistic, and materialistic atti- 
tude towards life. Here is a statement 


that was issued by the Group for the 
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treatment of 


Advancement of Psychotherapy in July, 
1947: 


“For a century religion and medi- 
cine have been closely related. Psy- 
chiatry, a branch of medicine, has 
been so closely related to religion that 
at times the two were almost insep- 
arable. As the science developed, 
however, medicine and religion as- 
sumed distinctive r6les in society, but 
they continued to share a common aim 
of human betterment. This also 
holds true for that method of psy- 
chiatry known as psychoanalysis. 

“We, as members of the Group for 
the Advancement of Psychotherapy, 
believe in the dignity and the integrity 
of the individual. We believe that 
the major goal of treatment is the 
progressive attainment of social re- 
sponsibility. We recognize as_ of 
crucial significance the influence of the 
home upon the individual and the 
importance of ethical training in the 
home. We also’recognize the impor 
tant réle religon can play in bringing 
about an improved emotional and 
moral state. The methods of psy- 
chiatry aim to have the patients 
achieve health in their emotional 
lives, so that they may live in har- 
mony with society and within its 
standards. We believe that there is 
no conflict between psychiatry and 
religion. In the practice of his pro- 
fession the competent psychiatrist 
will therefore always be guided by his 
beliefs.” 


RELIGION FORESTALS NEED 

OF PSYCHIATRY 

There seems to be an increasing em- 
phasis upon the importance of religion 
in psychiatry. Dr. William C. Men- 
ninger ended one of his radio talks with 
the words: “Christ Himself centuries 
ago laid down one of the principles of 
mental health that we now recognize as 
of paramount importance. Matthew, 
Mark and Luke all quoted Christ when 
they said in effect: ‘For whosoever 
will save his life shall lose it, but whoso- 
ever will lose his life for My sake will 
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save it.” That sentence condenses in a 
nutshell the attributes of the mature 
individual. Some men can love others 
enough to derive more satisfaction from 
that than from being loved themselves. 
It is still a magnificent precept. If you 
can follow it, you will never have to make 
a date with a psychiatrist.” 

There is, in many ways, a certain 
relationship between the field of the 
priest and that of the psychiatrist. Oc- 
casionally these two fields overlap, for it 
is practically impossible for them to 
remain isolated from each other. How- 
ever, if both the priest and the psychia- 
trist remain aware of the limits of their 
respective fields and if they maintain a 
healthy respect for the area of one an- 
other, there need not be any conflict 
between them. 

On the one hand, the priest should 
recognize his own limitations. He has 
been trained ina specialty, and his knowl- 
edge is of necessity restricted. As men- 
tioned before the psychiatrist is a physi- 
cian and able to determine those situa- 
tions in which emotional disturbances 
cause organic diseases, particularly of 
the nervous system. The psychiatrist 
has studied normal personality develop- 
ment. He has studied the relationship 
therapy and the techniques of interview- 
ing. It is far from my wish to criticize 
people or to criticize priests, but it must 
be said that in a large group of priests 
in this country, there are some who have 
not themselves the psychological ap- 
proach to the parishioner and who fail to 
appreciate it in others who do have it. 
There are others who have no under- 
standing of emotional conflicts, and who 
go so far as to discriminate against and 
attack the psychological or psychiatric 
approach. Priests in mental hospitals 
or in any position of direct contact with 
psychiatrists should do all within their 
power to codperate with the psychiatrist 
and to reach a mutual understanding 


which can have a most beneficial effect 
on the therapy of their common patients. 

Psychiatrists, on the other hand, 
should remain within the boundaries of 
their field and should not hesitate to 
request the aid of priests when advis- 
able in the care of patients. It should 
be stated that the psychotherapist is not 
essentially concerned with the moral 
and ethical values of the actions of his 
patients. Therefore, just as the priest 
does not treat organic disease, so also 
the psychiatrist should not attempt to 
treat the spiritual problems of his pa- 
tients, unless of course he has had theo- 
logical training and is thus qualified 
to do so. Good psychiatry does not 
deny the power of prayer or the grace of 
the Sacraments. It is the conviction of 
Catholic psychiatrists especially that 
sincere religious belief and practice are 
the secure force for stable living in our 
society. For the most part, psychia- 
trists are happy to welcome the aid 
of religion in the treatment of their 
patients. The value of religious instruc- 
tion in penal institutions and in institu- 
tions of juvenile delinquency is unques- 
tioned. I was astonished when I heard 
that, in one mental institution of about 
six thousand patients, there was only 
one part-time priest who had to take care 
of a parish together with his work in the 
institution. All Catholic psychiatrists 
should know the value of a priest and the 
great réle the priest can play in recovery 
of mental patients. 


INCREASE IN CATHOLIC 
PSYCHIATRIC CENTERS 


The Catholic University of America 
has a department of psychology and 
psychiatry with a valuable staff of 
priests and laymen. There is a Child 
Center at the University, which was 
founded by Father Moore, a Benedictine 
priest and a psychiatrist. In all large 
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cities there are Catholic Charities or- 
ganizations, Catholic guidance institutes 
with their staffs of psychiatrists, psy- 
chologists, and social workers. In re- 
sponse to the present need for priests to 
meet individual and social problems con- 
structively, many seminarians to-day 
take courses in pastoral psychiatry and 
pastoral psychology that give them the 
necessary information to deal with 
mental hygiene in their field of work. 
Knowledge of mental hygiene is an 
important tool in the work of a priest 
in dealing with his people. The use of 
mental hygiene principles can help the 
young people to avoid disastrous mar- 
riages. Mental hygiene can help the 
married to live a fuller and happier 


married life in spite of international 
insecurity and the attacks of modern 
paganism on the home. It can help to 
correct the behavior disorders of chil- 
dren. Itcanaid young people in passing 
through the crucial 
cence. It can help the entire commu- 
nity to attain a more healthy social life. 
The spiritual life of a parish will not 
within its 


years of adoles- 


flourish when there are 
limits widespread emotional and mental 
disturbances with all their devastating 
effects on individuals and families. The 
priest is the personal confidant of his 
people. 


ance in all crises of life. 


They come to him for assist- 
He must be pre- 
pared as adequately as possible to fur- 
nish this assistance. 


Homies FOR THE Monta 


Homilies on the Liturgy of the Sundays and Feasts 


By JOSEPH F. SCHARRER, C.PP.S. 





Feast of the Circumcision 


A Saviour Is Born 


“There has been born to you 


SYNOPSIS: 
(1) Jesus Christ, a “born” Saviour. 
(2) Saviours face danger and death. 
(3) The Divine Saviour offered His entire life. 
(4) The first blood shedding sufficed to save all. 
(5) Christians are “‘born’’ co-redeemers. 
(6) Conclusion. 


We may speak of great poets, gifted 
musicians, and of men of genius in 
general as “born” rather than “made.” 
Occasionally future leaders give unmis- 
takable signs of their unusual talent 
from earliest infancy. At times God 
provides such an abundance of natural 
gifts or privileges of grace as to predis- 
pose certain persons for exceptional 
leadership in the world or in the Church. 
Thus, we characterize such persons as 
“born singers” and “born saints.” 

Since this is true, at least in great 
measure, regarding some men of the 
world and of many Saints, how much 
more does it apply to the Son of God 
who became also the Son of Man! 
When the Archangel Gabriel announced 
the coming of the Promised One to 
Mary, he said: Thou shalt call His 
name Jesus.”” The word Jesus means 
“Saviour.” Later, in declaring to the 
shepherds that the Christ-Child had 
been born, the angel told that a Saviour 


oer 


a Saviour” (Luke, ii. 11). 


had come. The Redeemer is, therefore, 
a “born Saviour.” 

No man can be a saviour without 
being willing to risk life and limb. The 
policeman, the saviour of civil security, 
embraces the duty of danger when de- 
fending the innocent from the ruffian. 
Firemen know that flame and mishap 
may overcome them while performing 
their harried and hurried assignments. 
Whoever, in a word, is devoted to safe- 
guarding the life and limb of his fellow- 
man. is liable to forfeit his own. 


CHRIST LIVED UP TO HIS 
NAME AND OFFICE 


Jesus Christ, the Saviour of all man- 
kind, came not merely to risk but to 
offer every moment of His life for the 
welfare of every other human life. In 
order to teach this lesson, the Saviour 
submitted to a wounding pain imme- 
diately after His first week of life among 
us. He had allotted to Himself, so to 
speak, only one week of childhood bliss. 
But as soon as the first seven days of 
glory on high and peace on earth had 
run their course, Jesus began to pro- 
claim His r6le as Redeemer by shedding 
His precious blood. Already on the 
eighth day He lived up to His name 
the name of Jesus, Saviour. 
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The suffering Infant was totally con- 
scious while submitting to this sacred 
ceremony. It had been prescribed for 
Him by His Heavenly Father—by the 
law of God as delivered to Moses. Since 
He was fully aware and fervently willing 
to offer His previous blood to save the 
world, He merited the title of Saviour 
and Redeemer. The blood He offered to 
His Eternal Father—even one drop of it 

sufficed to redeem all mankind. 

From infancy to death, Jesus was the 
Saviour. Everything in His life was 
redemptive in nature. 


ALL CHRISTIANS SHOULD LIVE 
UP TO THEIR NAME 


Just as everything in the Saviour’s life 
had a redemptive character, so every- 
thing in the life of the Christian has a 
sanctifying purpose. Our first sanctity, 
as Christians, was given us when we were 
We add to this, 
knowingly 


“born again” of God. 
our original holiness, by 
and willingly offering each round of daily 
duty, each taste of happiness, and each 


Feast of the 


vexing vicissitude in union with Christ. 
By so dedicating ourselves, we live in 
Him and for Him, thus becoming co- 
redeemers with Him. For, in the words 
of St. Paul, we are called upon to “fill 
up in our bodies what is wanting of the 
sufferings of Christ.” 

In order to have us share in His work 
of Jesus’ redemption, God has created 
in the soul a complete supernatural 
organism which enables us to live a life, 
not indeed equal, but truly similar to 
Christ’s. It is He, moreover, who gives 
it movement by His actual graces; 
it is He who helps us to make our acts 
co-redemptive with the Saviour’s. 

We rejoice over the goodness and 
kindness of God Our Saviour who came 
to share our lot. Our rejoicing should 
be equally intense in realizing that, by 
the plan of redemption, each person 
“baptized into Christ Jesus” possesses 
the high privilege of uniting his own life 
to Christ’s. How supernaturally great, 
then, is the life of the Christian, who, 
through baptism, is “born again” as co- 
redeemer with Christ, the Saviour! 


Holy Family 


Dignity of the Christian Family 


‘*He went down and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them” (Gospel). 


SYNOPSIS: 
(1) Jesus, a member of a family. 
(2) The family had weakened. 
(3) Jesus restored it. 
(4) The dignity of the Christian family. 
(5) The Holy Family, the model family. 
(6) Every Christian family a holy family. 
(7) Conelusion. 


The Infant Saviour appeared in order 
to “restore all things in Christ.””. Where 
could He establish a more firm and a 
more lasting foundation than in the 
family? The family, indeed, is the 
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most important and influential unit of 
the entire social order. As the family, 
so the nation. 

By being born into this world to be- 
come partaker of family life, Jesus indi- 
cated that He came not only to suffer 
and to die, but to teach and to sanctify: 
and the first object of His work of 
teaching and sanctifying was the family. 

Originally in Eden, God had made 
marriage a permanent institution. It 
was founded as a holy organization, for 
God bestowed His very first blessing 





FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 





upon it. When marrying the first 
couple, says the Scripture, God blessed 
them. Alas, our first parents aban- 
doned the holiness God had given them. 
Family distress descended upon them. 
Soon the paganism which followed in the 
wake of this, the first sin on earth, weak- 
ened the family tie. Among the Chosen 
People who had been elected by God, the 
Almighty Ruler, to restore order to 
society, divorce and consequent disrup- 
tion made complete family unity an im- 
possibility. God tolerated this abuse 
only because of the hardness of heart 
which prevented the Jews from coéper- 
ating with God in this important social 
program. 


CHRIST RESTORED THE SANCTITY 

OF FAMILY LIFE 

‘To remedy this unwholesome condi- 
tion of society, the Son of God chose to 
become a member of a family. In due 
time He dignified family life by making 
marriage a sacred relation: a Sacrament 
which gives holiness and _ stability to 
domestic life. By so doing, He estab- 
lished the Christian family. 

The Christian family is a holy organi- 
zation. Due to its sacramental char- 
acter, the husband and father exercises 
the authority of Christ Himself: “A 
husband is head of the wife, just as 
Christ is head of the Church.” The 
wife and mother is like the bride of 
Christ: ““Husbands, love your wives, 
just as Christ loved the Church.” The 
children born of this sacred union are 
destined to become the adopted children 
of God, reared “in the discipline and 
admonition of the Lord.” Thus, in a 
word, through the graces of the Sacra- 
ment, the Christian family becomes ‘“‘a 
little church” in Christ. But the 
Church of Christ is holy! 

A family is holy when husband, wife, 
and children codperate with God in the 
duties which belong to each. It is this 


threefold codperation which the Holy 
Family of Nazareth exemplifies. 

Joseph codperated with God by exer- 
cising the responsibility which had been 
given to Him. In taking the place of 
God, Joseph assumed a kindly authority 
over Christ and Mary. In acting as the 
head of the family, Joseph knew that 
Mary was far superior to him in dignity. 
An angel had told him of Mary’s divine 
motherhood. Her Son was God. What 
boundless submission to the will of 
God was required of Joseph in being 
charged with the duties of directing and 
giving gentle command to two persons 
unspeakably greater than he! But 
God asked Joseph to accept this obliga- 
tion, and Joseph offered his codperation. 

When the Child’s life was threatened, 
a heavenly monitor appeared not to 
Mary, but to Joseph. The angel inti- 
mated that Joseph was responsible for 
the family’s safety. He was to tell 
Mary and her Child what to do—to 
hasten to Egypt’s foreign land. Later, 
when the menacing sword of Herod had 
fallen into the grave, the guarding 
angel appeared again to Joseph, and 
advised him of the order he was to 
issue: to bid Jesus and Mary return, 
and resume normal family life in their 
native country. 


MARY AND JOSEPH WERE ALSO 
GIVEN US AS MODELS 


Mary codperated with God by her 
obedience to Joseph and by her motherly 
guidance of Jesus. Although her task 
was not one of difficulty in the manner 
in which other wives and mothers have 
trials in dealing with their family, 
Mary was awed by the sublimity of her 
position. She had become the Mother 
of God. What grief of love was hers in 
not revealing this fact to her husband! 
Yet, it was in obedience to God’s will 
that she did not make this mystery 
known to him. Was not this a family 
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trial for Mary? 
heart when she felt in duty bound to ask 


her Son the reason for His absence of 


three days? Behold what submission to 
Divine Providence was required of her 
in receiving Jesus’ reply—an answer 
which increased her wonder. 
“did not understand the word that He 
spoke to them.” After Joseph died, 


leaving her a widow with full parental 
s I 


For, she 


responsibility, every item of family care 
rested upon her; and these anxieties 
increased until she laid her Son to rest 
near Calvary. 

Jesus codperated with God the Father. 
He became one of the Holy Family be- 
cause, as He said, “I came to do the will 
of Him who sent Me.” As the third 
member of the family, He “advanced in 
wisdom, age, and grace.” His whole 
private life is summed up in the word, 
subjection: “He was subject to them.” 


What dolors pierced her 


The very last recorded deed of His pri- 
vate life was one of harkening to His 
mother: “Woman, what wouldst thou 
have Me do)” And, indeed, He did as 
Mary wished, even though her wish 
called for a miracle. 

Behold the Holy Family which is the 
model family for every Christian home. 
It is called holy not merely because as an 
individual Jesus, the Son of God aid the 
Son of Man, was Holiness Itself; and 
because Mary was most holy, and Jos- 
eph most just. This family is called 
holy also because, in the subordination 
which is indispensable in a well-ordered 
home, each accepted the duty God had 
assigned. And from this Holy Family 
we learn that the order of authority and 
obedience as exercised in the Holy Fam- 
ily is the pattern of holiness which 
should be adopted for every Christian 


family. 


Second Sunday after the Epiphany 


The Wedding at Cana 


Jesus also was inviled” (Gospel). 


SYNOPSIS: 
(1) Jesus’ presence at Cana of Galilee. 
(2) Jesus’ presence at Cana of the Church. 
(3) Marriage, a Sacrament of the living. 
(4) The spouses, ministers of the Sacrament. 
(5) Catholic marriage, a vocation. 
(6) Christ's special blessing. 


Jesus brought His private life to a 
conclusion and His public life to a begin- 
ning at a wedding celebration. It was 
altogether fitting that He should do so 
on such an occasion; most people enter 
upon their public life on the day of their 
marriage. Our Lord chose to make His 
divine presence and power known at a 
marriage feast because He desires to be 
invited to every marriage, since it is 
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He, as God, who joins the couple to- 
gether, never to be put asunder. 

The Saviour accepted the invitation, 
because He desired to share the couple’s 
happiness. In token of appreciation, 
He worked the miracle which became 
the outstanding event of the day. It 
was not the wedding, however, nor was 
it even the miracle, but it was Jesus’ 
merits our su- 

Had He not 


there 


presence there which 
preme attention to-day. 
asked to 


would have been no miraculous wine. 


been come as guest, 

The divine presence at Cana is de- 
signed to remind Catholic brides and 
grooms to invite Christ to their wed- 


ding. At the marriage ceremony carried 
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out according to the spirit of the Church, 
a threefold invitation is extended to 
Christ: one through the Sacrament, one 
at Mass, and one in the reception of the 
Kucharist. 


THE SUPERNATURAL PURPOSE 

OF CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE 

Through the Sacrament, Christ's 
power elevates the natural purpose of 
marriage to the supernatural. The 
graces of the Sacrament are God's way 
of increasing and multiplying His king- 
dom on earth and in heaven. It be- 
comes, ina sacramental manner, an an- 
swer to the petition voiced in the Our 
Father: “Thy kingdom come.” The 
Christian family is a “kingdom of God” 
on earth. 

By the graces given in the Nuptial 
Mass, Christ prepares bride and groom 
as future husband and wife, as father 
and mother, to bear the sacrifices He 
asks of the wedded couple through their 
entire marital career. He offers His 
divinely sacrificed presence in token of 
the self-oblation which married life en- 
tails. Marriage in Christ is a sacrifice 
of love on the altar of God. 

In Holy Communion the Lord of love 
becomes the highest object) of their 
union: “Greater love than this no man 
has than that a man lay down his life for 
his friend.” Divine love is the goal and 
the consecration of human love. 

How solemn and sacred is the cere- 
mony of sacramental Matrimony! In it 
Christ is present; in it Christ changes 
the wine of natural affection into the 
vintage of mystical devotion. Such is 
the meaning of marrying “in Christ and 
in the Church.” 

Let bride and groom understand with 
deep faith that marriage is a Sacrament 
of the living—a Sacrament to be re- 
ceived in the state of grace. Better 
still, in the state of freedom from all sins 
committed since Baptism. 


Since marriage marks the beginning of 
a new life—a life shared in common with 
each other, and a life in union with 
Christ-—it is best entered with the new- 
ness which a general confession bestows. 
In as far as finances allow, the couple 
surround their future with everything 
new: new apparel, new home, new fur- 
nishings, new neighbors. In providing 
what is new, the old is set aside. Should 
they not cast aside also all their past sins 
by a general confession? All who invite 
Jesus to their wedding should make 
themselves worthy of His attendance; 
a conscience cleared of all that is in the 
sinful past is the best pledge of worthi- 


Hess. 


MUTUAL DUTIES UNDERTAKEN 

BY HUSBAND AND WIFE 

Marriage is the only Sacrament which 
persons can mutually minister to each 
other. By conferring it, the husband 
sanctifies his wife, and the wife gives 
holiness to her husband. What spiri- 
tual joy gladdens the heart of the man or 
woman who baptizes an infant in danger 
of death! What assurance is theirs in 
being certain that the child, dying forth- 
with, gained infallible entrance into 
heaven! However, Baptism is not the 
only Sacrament which a layman can 
administer. The other is Matrimony. 
It is not the priest but the bride and 
groom who impart the Sacrament to 
each other. What purity of intention 
and what zeal for each other’s salvation 
is implied in this mutual exchange of 
sacredness! How it signifies that the 
one is to become the life-long means of 
assisting the other unto eternal salva- 
tion and happiness! The special graces 
of this Sacrament, indeed, last until 
death. 

Marriage is not a vocation to the 
higher and more perfect life in the sense 
that the call to the holy priesthood or to 
the religious life is a special invitation to 
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work in Christ’s vineyard. Nonethe- 
less it is a sacred way of life. The 
Sacrament makes it so. Those who, af- 
ter heeding the admonitions of the 
Fourth Commandment and the admo- 
nitions of the Church, marry “in Christ 
and in the Church,” are chosen laborers 
in the cause of Christ. Is it not God 
who Chooses persons for the part they 
are to play on the stage of life? Partic- 
ularly on the stage of Catholic life? 
And is not the Sacrament a divine pledge 
of God’s continual assistance through- 


out the duration of such a Christian 
marriage? 

Unforeseen problems may await the 
wedded couple. But as at Cana, so at 
every Christian marriage Mary, the 
Mother of all, is present also. And if 
nothing less than a miracle is the best 
way of assisting husband and wife, 
Christ will supply it at Mary’s request. 
For, was it not in token of thanksgiving 
for being invited that He worked a mir- 
acle for the happiness of the young 
couple at Cana? 


Septuagesima Sunday 


Are We Firm in Our Faith? 


“With most of them God was not well pleased” (Epistle). 


SYNOPSIS: 
(1) The Epistle gives a stern reminder. 
(2) The Jews often faltered in their faith. 
(3) Catholics are likely to falter in their faith 
(4) Some doctrines are delightful. 
(5) Other doctrines are difficult to accept. 
(6) Accept all doctrine with firmness. 
(7) Conelusion. 


Of all the Sunday Epistles, only one 
concludes with a word of reproof. To- 
day’s instruction, taken from St. Paul’s 
letter to the Corinthians, ends with a 
strong reprimand: “*With most of them 
God was not well pleased.” 
all the miracles which God had wrought 
for the Jews in the desert, these highly 
favored people were fickle in their faith. 

God had spoken to them through pa- 
triarchs and prophets. He had ap- 
peared to them in the form of a burning 
bush, in the nebule of a cloud, with the 
sound of a mighty voice. He had made 
Himself known to the children of Abra- 
ham and Isaac and Jacob in wondrous 
manifestations of When it 
pleased the Jews, they partook of the 


power. 
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In spite of 


manna of God’s goodness; when God's 
way was not to their liking, they clam- 
ored for the fleshpots of Egypt. 


WHY THE PRIEST WEARS 

VIOLET VESTMENTS TO-DAY 

To-day the Church begins to use vio- 
let vestments, the garments betokening 
penance. Penance by its very nature is 
irksome; no one likes it for its own sake. 
Nor can one welcome it for its own sake. 
It may be accepted and even desired as 
a means of attaining to God; but it pos- 
sesses nothing good of itself. The 
Church knows, from the words of Christ, 
that unless her children do penance they 
‘annot enter the kingdom of God. She 
understands also that it is not a pleasant 
matter to follow her admonitions re- 
garding self-denial. 
her faithful be inclined to shun the 
thought of Lent even before that season 
arrives, the Church tells how displeased 
God was with most of the Jews. They 
discarded from their religious observ- 
ances whatever displeased them. They 


Hence, lest any of 
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lacked a faith which embraced all God’s 
regulations. 

Knowledge about the life of Christ 
should develop confidence in His al- 
mighty power. What, however, is more 
evident than that Jesus redeemed the 
world by the power of penance? He 
“suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cru- 
cified, died and was buried.” “By His 
stripes” we were healed. By faith we 
readily understand that “the Christ 
(had) to suffer these things before en- 
tering into His glory.” Yet, since our 
flesh is weak, we are not likely to relish 
this same item of faith when applied to 
ourselves. Why should we need “to 
suffer these things” as a condition for en- 
tering glory? 


ALL REVEALED TRUTHS MUST 
BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT RESERVE 


Perhaps no Catholics find difficulty in 
giving full belief to the greatest mys- 
teries of our holy religion: mysteries 
like the Blessed Trinity, the Mass, the 
Eucharist. These revealed truths are so 
far beyond human understanding that 
one either accepts them entirely, or by 
doubting them really rejects the faith 
totally. 

Other teachings which are less a mys- 
tery because they can be understood 
more fully may not be accepted always 
with the whole heart, soul, and mind: 
such, for instance, as concern the infalli- 
bility of the Holy Father, the interces- 
sion of the Angels and Saints, purga- 
tory, and so forth. Nevertheless, for 
the vast majority of Catholics these doc- 
trines are acknowledged with all their 
strength. These facts of faith are de- 
lightful, encouraging; they revive our 
wearying spirits. 

What about the Church’s teaching 
and insistence on penance? Are these 
accepted with alacrity? Is our faith- 
fulness to the Church equally eager to 


hear the words: “‘Unless you repent, you 
will all perish. ... If anyone wishes to 
come after Me, Jet him deny himself, 
and take up his his cross daily, and fol- 
low Me’? Only those whose faith is 
filled to the brim—and penance is nec- 
essary to make it brim-full—receive 
these words with such joy as the Apos- 
tles experienced when they “departed 
from the presence of the Sanhedrin, re- 
joicing that they had beencounted worthy 
to suffer disgrace for the name of Jesus.” 

Faith is not firm if in affliction one 
doubts the divineness of an all-designing 
Providence. Neither is it firm if in the 
season of special mortification one says: 
“In former days and in other climes 
Lenten observance was easier. In times 
past people were sturdier. Modern 
tension calls for more bodily nourish- 
ment.”’ Even granted that much truth 
lies within these statements, is there less 
need for penance now than there used 
to be? 


PEOPLE WITH WHOM GOD 
IS NOT WELL PLEASED 


The same divine lips which said, “The 
gates of hell shall not prevail,” also 
stated: “How narrow the gate and 
close the way that leads to life!’ When 
the Apostles found it beyond their 
power to drive out certain devils and 
asked their Lord for the reason why, 
Jesus gave them a twofold reply: “Be- 
cause of your little faith” .. . and be- 
cause “this kind can only be cast out by 
prayer and fasting.” 

Let not the words, “with most of 
them God was not well pleased,” be ap- 
plied to us, due to our littleness of faith 
in regard to prayer and penance. Faith, 
humble and submissive, receives all the 
instructions of Christ with joy; and all 
who accept the forthcoming Lenten 
Season in this spirit will not fall away in 
time of mortification. 


249 








THE HOMILETIC 





AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





Sexagesima Sunday 


Belittling God’s Representatives 


“You gladly pul up with fools” (Epistle). 


SYNOPSIS: 
(1) Fools. 
(2) Being fooled. 
(3) St. Paul treated as a fool. 
(4) Foolish talk: (a) by elders; (b) by children. 
(5) Foolish talk injures the Church. 
(6) Wise talk benefits Church and home. 


(7) Conclusion. 


God. 


them are atheists who claim to be god- 


Fools are enemies of Among 


less in their thinking: ““The fool says 
in his heart: “There is no God.” To 
this class are associated, at least to a de- 
gree, all who hinder and thwart the word 
of God. 

Believers in God are not fools; yet, 
they are not beyond the reach of fools. 
Lest we ourselves be deceived by the 
wiles of godless ways, let us acquaint 
ourselves with one of the most successful 
methods which fools use to turn the 
truth of God into a lie. 

St. Paul furnishes us with a most per- 
tinent example, illustrating how those 
whom he instructed and baptized were 
being fooled. He, the great Apostle, 
their most zealous teacher, was most 
cruelly misrepresented to his converts. 
His bodily appearance, his ancestry, his 
motives, his methods, his whole activity 
were belittled. Proselytizers had en- 
tered the churches at Corinth. St. Paul, 
upon whom God had placed unusually 
great responsibility as the Apostle of the 
Gentiles, was held up like an idol of 
As a result, some of his con- 
first, began to fall 


mockery. 
fervent at 
Others lent a willing ear to the 


verts, 
away. 
false teachers who were berating the 
one had labored than the 
other Apostles in spreading the word of 


who more 


salvation. 
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WHEN FOOLS INVADE THE 
CATHOLIC HOME 


Fools enter the homes of good Catho- 
And entering in, they dwell there 
Should par- 


lies. 
until their harm is done. 
ents gladly put up with such foolish talk 
in their homes——with talk which discred- 
its the leaders in Christ's Church? Such 
conversations frequently have the ap- 
pearance of genuine zeal. To the un- 
wary, they seem an unquestioned ef- 
fort at reconstructing virtue and author- 
ity inthe Church. But in this matter it 
behooves everyone not to be wise in his 
own conceits. Where is the wisdom of 
deeming our judgments superior to 
those of one whom God has constituted? 
Where is the prudence of those who pre- 
sume that such talkative zealots would 
bear their leader’s responsibility with 
greater success? How often has it hap- 
pened that those who now wear the 
crown of glory in heaven were the object 
of ignominy on earth! How foolish 
were the fools at Corinth who derided 
God's “vessel of election,” St. Paul! 

At times not only visitors to the home 
but even children of the family are al- 
lowed to pretend a wisdom beyond their 
vears. Asa means of escaping the rigors 
of discipline in school, the unlettered 
members of the family are silently en- 
couraged to offer their flaming sugges- 
Catholic school 


tions as to how the 


should be better managed. From the 
mouths of infants and children God ex- 
pects praise—praise of those who are 


their appointed instructors in godliness. 


FOOLS THAT FIND FAULT 
WITH CHRIST HIMSELF 


In ridiculing the character of St. Paul, 
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striking blows at 


Christ and at His Church. 


his enemies were 
Since what 
is done to the least of Jesus’ brethren is 
done to Him, what if it is done to the 
ereatest? 
them? 

It is unthinkable that a member of 
the Holy Catholic Church should find 


What if it is done against 


fault with Christ Himself. [It is almost 
as unlikely that such a one would dis- 
cover a lack of wisdom in the Church's 
directives for salvation. But to dis- 
real or imagined—in 
the persons whom God has delegated to 


cover weakness 


carry on the sanctifying work of Christ, 
such is the work of fools! 

The Gospel for to-day speaks of the 
word of God. All who exercise right- 
ful authority are God’s spokesmen, for 
“all authority comes from God.” Par- 
ents also are sowers of the word of God, 
especially in the limited sphere of their 
dwelling; the field God allots to them for 


tillage is capable of bringing forth fruit 
a hundredfold. In no better way can 
they begin to cultivate their spiritual 
acre than by banishing the foolishness of 
“correcting” their instructors in religion 
and in school. 


TRUE HAPPINESS IN FOLLOWING 

GOD’S WILL 

We recognize that we are truly happy 
only when we are following God’s will. 
If only we were certain at all times what 
His will is, then life would be compara- 
tively easier. But, let no one be 
fooled: there is a time when we are ab- 
solutely sure that we are doing exactly 
what God wants: for when He speaks 
through those who have been placed 
over us, it is He Himself who makes 
His holy will known. If, finally, the 
will of God works hardship upon us, His 
will be done! 


to 
u 
— 











Roman Documents 





Instruction on the Teaching 
and Study of Sacred Scripture 


Sacred Scripture deserves a prominent 
place in the life of every Christian. 
In his Encyclical “Divino afflante 
Spiritu” and on many other occasions 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, has 
brought this to the attention of the 
Church. But nowhere has this impor- 
tance been stressed so explicitly and 
definitely as in an Instruction dated 
May 13, 1950, which is addressed to 
bishops, Religious Superiors, seminary 
rectors and professors of Sacred Scrip- 
ture. In this important Papal pro- 
nouncement Very Rev. Athanasius 
Miller, O.S.B., Secretary of the Ponti- 
fical Biblical Commission, explains the 
wishes of the Holy See in regard to the 
correct teaching of Sacred Scripture both 
in diocesan and religious seminaries. ! 

The solicitude of the Roman Pontiffs 
that a real love of the Sacred Scriptures 
may be inculeated in seminaries is 
pointed out in a_ brief introduction. 
Pius XII desires that this training yield 
spiritual fruitage in Christian conduct. 
The Jnstructio, in three parts, discusses 
the way and the method by which Scrip- 
tural studies should be promoted and 
encouraged. 

I. THe PROFESSOR OF SACRED ScrRIP- 
TURE.—The professor of Sacred Scrip- 
ture must be suitably prepared to teach 
this sublime and sacred subject. (1) 
His priestly character and conduct must 
be outstanding. (2) His Biblical train- 
ing should include a Biblical degree and 
the proper disposition to increase and 


1 Acta Apostolice Sedis, XLII, pp. 495-505. 
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intensify his knowledge of Sacred Scrip- 
ture and its allied fields. To enable him 
to devote his time freely to Biblical re- 
search, he should be spared any work 
either in the Seminary or outside of the 
Seminary, which might hinder him in his 
great work. 

II. Merxnop or TEAcHING BrBLicaL 
Supsects.—(1) The professor of Sacred 
Scripture must not only increase the 
Scriptural knowledge of his students, 
but also excite in them a_ growing 
love of the Word of God. By encour- 
aging the daily reading of the Scriptures 
during their years in the seminary, 
his students will read and reread the 
entire Bible with profit. 

(2) In his classes the professor of 
Sacred Scripture must take sedulous 
‘are to provide his students with every- 
thing that they shall need in their 
future sacerdotal work for sanctifying 
themselves and winning souls of God. 
To obtain these objectives the treat- 
ment of the Scriptures ought to be 
scientific, solid and complete; sufficient 
consideration should be given to the most 
significant problems of modern Biblical 
research. Since it is impossible to treat 
the vast field of Biblical subjects in 
the short time allotted to him, the 
professor should prudently select the 
more important questions, not choosing 
topics in which he is personally inter- 
ested, but such as will be useful to his 
students as future preachers of the Word 
of God. The professor shall clearly 
show especially what doctrines are pro- 
posed by the Holy Spirit in both the Old 
and the New Testament, what progress 
can be discerned from the beginning of 




















ROMAN DOCUMENTS 





revelation up to Christ Our Lord and the 
Apostles, what is the relation and con- 
nection between the Old and the New 
Testament, nor shall he omit to show 
fittingly the great spiritual value of the 
Old Testament even in our own times. 
Let him zealously strive to declare these 
things whenever the opportunity pre- 
sents itself in the General and Special 
Introduction and in exegesis. He shall 
also illustrate with suitable examples 
from sacred and profane history how 
much God has done to save all men and 
bring them to the knowledge of the 
truth, and how in His paternal provi- 
dence He has disposed and directed all 
things wisely “for the good of those who 
are called to be saints.” Besides, the 
students should be taught both Hebrew 
and Greek, so that they may be able to 
understand the original inspired texts. 
In regard to General Introduction there 
should in particular be a treatment of 
the doctrine of inspiration and of the in- 
errancy of the Sacred Scripture, as well 
as of the laws of interpretation. In re- 
gard to Special Introduction there should 
be a treatment of the individual books of 
the Old and New Testaments, giving 
their content, purpose, authorship and 
time of composition. In the exegetical 
interpretation of the Sacred Scriptures 
the professor is not to deviate from the 
common doctrine and tradition of the 
Church. In particular, he is to explain 
the doctrine of the origin of the human 
race, the Messianic Prophecies and 
Psalms. He must make his students 
acquainted with the life of Christ, and 
especially stress those Gospels and 
{pistles read publicly in Church on 
Sundays and holydays of obligation, as 
well as the history of the Passion and 
Resurrection of Our Lord and a de- 
tailed study of at least one of the more 
important Epistles of St. Paul. 

The professor must show the primary 
importance of the literal sense of the 


text, which is based not merely upon the 
usage of words or upon the proximate 
context, but also other similar contexts, 
the analogy of faith, the teaching of the 
Magisterium of the Church and sacred 
theology. He should also give the spir- 
ilual sense of the words provided it is 
clear, according to the most wise norms 
decreed by the Sacred Pontiffs, that 
this sense was intended by God. 

Real Biblical difficulties and obscuri- 
ties should not be weakened or hidden, 
but honestly treated. 

The professor’s method of treatment 
of all this material should be synthelic. 

The professor should bear in mind that 
in teaching Sacred Scripture to the 
students he is not forming specialists but 
rather preparing future priests and 
apostles. 

III. Counsets Aanp Norms.—The 
Pontifical Biblical Commission makes 
the following recommendations to the 
bishops, Religious Superiors and rectors 
of seminaries. 

1. The Biblical library of diocesan 
and religious seminaries should also 
be adequately equipped with encyclo- 
pedias, books and periodicals that treat 
of the various branches of the Sacred 
Scriptures, so that the professor may 
make use of these works to greatest 
advantage in instructing his pupils. 

2. In their own library students 
should have Biblical books that will 
help them to review the subject- 
matter treated in class and to perfect 
their knowledge. 

3. The professor of Sacred Scripture 
should be left free for teaching and re- 
search, should not be given any hinder- 
ing assignment, and should be given 
every support and encouragement so 
that with a joyful spirit he may devote 
his entire life to the teaching of Scrip- 
tures. 

4-5. Being solicitous for the progress 
of his students, the professor of Sacred 
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Scripture should select the students of ex- 
ceptional ability, and give them special 
training in the Biblical languages or in 
one or other of the various branches of 
Biblical science (such as Biblical the- 
ology, history, archeology, etc.). 

6. At the beginning of higher studies 
for the seminarians, it would be well for 
the professor to give them a summary 
introduction by which the reading of the 
entire Bible is directed; and then within 
the four-year theological course he could 
spend more time in the explanation of 
Biblical doctrine. 

7. From the very beginning of their 
theological studies clerics should be 
required to prepare once or twice a year 
a homily on some Biblical passage, so 
that they may know how to present the 
true meaning of the Word of God in 
preaching to the people. 

8. To stimulate the continuance of 
Scripture study after ordination, secular 
priests at least for three years and Re- 
ligious for five years should be examined 
in regard to their knowledge of the 
Scriptures according to the norms of 
Canon Law. Likewise in clerical con- 
ferences which are held at stated times 
it is laudable to have a Biblical paper 
either on some Old Testament or New 
Testament topic. 

Cuar.es J. Catvan, O.P. 


The Holy Father’s Exhortation 
to Priests 


On September 23, 1950, our Holy 
Father addressed an Apostolic Exhorta- 
tion entitled ““Menti Nostra” to the 
priests of the whole world. In it he set 
forth the chief truths and basic prin- 
ciples on which the Catholic priesthood 
and the exercise of its ministry are 
founded, and then laid down certain 
rules for bishops and priests as a guide 
in meeting the problems which are pecu- 
liar to our times. The Acla A postolice 
Sedis containing the official version of 
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this document has just reached the 
United States, and we hope to present an 
extensive study of the Holy Father’s 
pronouncement in the next issue of the 
HoMILETIC. 

The Christian renewal so sorely re- 
quired in these times cannot be effected, 
the Pope declares, unless the priest il- 
lumines the way by the shining example 
of his own sanctity. Yet, it is not the 
needs of these times alone but the very 
office of the priesthood which demands 
that the priest be holy. For that reason 
the Holy Father indicates the state of 
perfection for which the priest is bound 
to strive and outlines the steps to be trod 
and the means to be employed in its 
attainment, paying closest attention to 
those measures and practices which 
present needs and conditions seem to 
dictate as most essential. 

In the practical rules which he pro- 
poses, the Sovereign Pontiff reveals a 
truly fatherly solicitude for the welfare 
of all priests everywhere and an im- 
pelling desire to offer them counsel, at 
once concrete and helpful, in meeting 
the difficulties and problems that press 
upon them. He is especially concerned 
with the young priests and the priests 
of the future, devoting earnest attention 
to the questions of the priestly vocation, 
of the seminary training, and of the pe- 
riod of transition and adjustment that 
succeeds upon ordination. 

The Holy Father sounds certain warn- 
ings against temptations peculiar to the 
present time, especially that of incon- 
siderate attachment to novelties, and 
declares the correct attitude that priests 
should adopt towards the social ques- 
tion. He urges their charitable con- 
sideration of the plight of many of their 
fellow-priests who have been left in 
economic distress as a result of the war 
or of political conditions, and makes 
suggestions as to methods of relief. 

Francis M. Tyrrewy, Px.D. 























The Catholic Voice 


By PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., LITT.D., LL.D. 


‘In speaking on the Catholic press I would think that a direct comparison 


with the secular press is psychologically unwise. 


Of course, it would be 


necessary to draw a contrast between certain phases of the two presses, but 
to rest your whole case on the superiority of the Catholic press would be poor 


strategy. 


The ordinary person cannot be expected to see beyond his nose— 


beyond the obvious and visible merits of a periodical; and as far as the ob- 
vious, visible, physical features of the secular press are concerned, it is better 


than the Catholic press. 


The important point to be stressed, in my opinion, 


is that a Catholic can find the Catholic viewpoint nowhere else but in the 
Catholic press” (“The Catholic Press and the Catholic Viewpoint,” THe 
HomILetic AND PasroraL REVIEW). 


1. HIS RECENT essay, from which 
we have quoted above, Father Sheerin 
analyzes the reasons for the inadequa- 
cies of the Catholic press in America. 
He does not place the entire responsi- 
bility upon those engaged in the publica- 
tion of the newspapers and periodicals 
that to-day constitute the Catholic 
press in America. Too few Catholics 
their know the 
Church’s teaching on current problems 


sense obligation to 
and her proposed solutions of these 
problems. Many Catholics live in an 
atmosphere of secularism, and cannot 
avoid being tainted by the worldly view 
of this philosophy that fails to center 
human life in God. From a_ purely 
worldly viewpoint, the secular periodicals 
are generally superior to our religious 


publications. The Sunday Catholic 
regards a ‘atholic =magazines an 
‘egard ll] Catholi lagaz d 


newspapers as dull publications, deserv- 
ing perhaps of charity but not of read- 
A traditional Catholic 
loyalty may stir him to subscribe to a 
Catholic periodical or two, but he fails 


ing and study. 


to unwrap them when they arrive in the 
mail. He finds the secular periodicals 


vastly superior and much more attrac- 


tive. The Catholic who is soaked in 
secularism naturally exults in a feast of 
Smugly oblivious of the 
fact that there is a Catholic viewpoint 
on anything that ever did or ever will 
happen, he is little interested in the 
Catholic viewpoint on current affairs in 
the secular world. 


the senses. 


He keeps religion 
imprisoned in the sanctuary, and im- 
plicitly admits that religious principles 
need not dominate every occupation, 
activity, and interest of the Christian 
man or woman. As a consequence, he 
knows nothing about the Catholic atti- 
tude towards labor and capital and may 
even share with his secularist brethren 
the absurd notion that the Church is un- 
alterably on the side of the laboring 
man, or the equally absurd notion that 
the Church has always been identified 
with the established order. Obviously, 
the Church is “‘unalterably on the side 
of” either party only in so far as its 
attitude is just. 

“What's wrong is that we're half- 
Catholics,” declare Joseph A. Gelin and 
Joseph A. Breig, staff members of the 
Catholic Universe-Bulletin, in their in- 
troduction to “The Catholic Voice.” 
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“We are heart-Catholics but not 
head-Catholics. We believe Catho- 
lic, but we do not think Catholic. 
We're not full members of the one 
only apostolic holy universal Church 
set down on earth to unify and save the 
whole human race. In the pews we 
cannot be distinguished from Chris- 
tians. In the streets we cannot be 
distinguished from secularists. We 
Americans, by and large, are weekly 


Catholics. Logically, we have a 
weekly Catholic press. And even 


our weekly press isn’t what it ought 
to be—because we aren't what we 
ought to be.... There’s a vicious 
circle here somewhere. And if Amer- 
ican Catholics have something to 
answer for, so have American Catholic 
editors. Our Catholics are too much 
of the world. Our Catholic news- 
papers and magazines are too little 
un it. 

STEMMING THE TIDE OF 

SECULARISTIC PROPAGANDA 

These two zealous young apostles of 
the Catholic press go on to state that 
secularism has the field to itself, and it 
has ridden high, wide, and handsome 
through every avenue of human 
thought—through the schools, news- 
papers, movies, books, magazines, radio. 
We have been swayed and infected by 
the propaganda of secularism, nearly 
drowned in the deluge of falsehood. 
The time has come to turn the tide. 
We must Christianize the secularists. 
The Catholic press, adequately sup- 
ported by Catholics, can do precisely 
this. 

The essays of Father Sheerin and of 
editors Gelin and Breig are included in 
an integrated and comparative study of 
Catholic journalism, “The Catholic 
Voice,” with a Foreword by the Most 
Reverend Michael J. Ready, D.D., 
Episcopal Chairman, Press Depart- 
ment, N.C.W.C. Father Theodore J. 
Vittoria, S.S.P., is the compiler of ‘““The 
Catholic Voice,’ and describes his work 
as an initial attempt to give added im- 
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petus to an ever-expanding interest in 
the divine mission of the Catholic 
printed word. The title of the study is a 
happy choice. “It is good to empha- 
size,’ writes Bishop Ready, “‘the need 
of a strong Catholic voice in these 
critical days. The Catholic press must 
not only correct the muddled social 
thinking prevalent in many segments of 
society. It has the greater responsi- 
bility of teaching Christian truth and of 
defending the basic human liberties of 
God’s children among all classes. . . . 
“The Catholic Voice’ is the dauntless and 
unfaltering expression of the Church of 
Christ throughout the centuries.” 


EVALUATION OF CONTEMPORARY 
CATHOLIC JOURNALISM 


The present study, to which some 
twenty-five authorities in the field have 
contributed, seeks to present an evalua- 
tion of to-day’s Catholic journalism. 
These authorities are aware that the 
Catholic press must meet the challenge 
of a complex and changing social order, 
and that it must take its place along- 
side an imposing array of influential 
modern media. In girding itself to ful- 
fill its high mission, the Catholic press 
“must take rigid steck of its aims and 
functions, needs and means, problems 
and policies.” It may learn much from 
the mistakes it has made in the past, and 
a careful study of its growing function 
amid the complexity of modern living 
will afford sure guidance to those who 
accept the responsibility of producing a 
Catholic voice in America. 

Father John Thomas Bonee, O.P., 
addresses himself to the topic, “Catholic 
Press Immature,” and contends that the 
difficulty of financing the Catholic press 
does not fully explain its immaturity. 
He speaks of one Catholic weekly with 
an annual income of some $600,000 from 
subscriptions alone (an amount more 
than adequate to conduct a first-class 
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newspaper), but deplores the bungling 
that makes this fortunately circum- 


stanced paper an ineffectual organ of 


Catholic thought in which one “‘may 
read of the latest meeting of St. Sym- 
phronia’s Sodality or contemplate the 
countenance (chin in hand) of Father 
Lovelace who will review “The Gilded 
Lily’ for the Daughters of St. Cucu- 


phas.” 


DO WE LACK CAPABLE 
CATHOLIC JOURNALISTS? 


Perhaps he goes too far when he 
calls this ineffectual beating of the air 
characteristic of our present efforts in 
the field of journalism. On consultation 
he found that the editor was very pessi- 
mistic; it was his opinion that there 
were not capable Catholic 
journalists in the country to staff a 
Catholic daily. The conclusion is that 
we do not have in America a supply of 
active and educated Catholic laymen 
trained in the field of journalism. Father 
Felix A. Morlion, O.P., in his essay on 
“International Institute of Journalism,” 
gives the explanation of this. The 
Catholic press needs capable journalists, 
he says, but this does not mean that 
there is any considerable lack of Catho- 
lics who can gather facts and write in- 
telligible stories. Our need is for per- 
sonnel well-grounded not only in jour- 
nalistic writing, but also in Catholic 
history, philosophy, and theology. We 
need such men for the Catholic press 
and for the secular press, men who will 
not water down their principles to the 
point where their work is indistin- 
guishable from the work of their pagan 
brothers. Catholic schools of higher 
education do not offer courses adequate 
to develop the truly Catholic journalist, 
says Father Morlion. He has high 
words of praise for the International In- 
stitute of Journalism, an international 
school that seeks to combine intense 


enough 
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journalistic training with the necessary 
historical, political, and theological edu- 
cation. 


CAN THE CATHOLIC PRESS 

SUPPORT CAPABLE JOURNALISTS? 

The outline of the Institute’s courses 
is very impressive, but we feel that 
David Marshall, Patterson Professor of 
Journalism at Fordham University, will 
scarcely agree with Father Morlion in re- 
gard to the inadequacy of American 
schools of journalism. Certainly at 
Fordham the effort is made to give the 
students of journalism the best that the 
world of education has to offer. “We 
are training men and women who ought 
soon to be of value to the Catholic 
press,’ writes Marshall. “The field of 
journalism is not losing to business, law, 
and medicine all the best brains at the 
university.” Professor Marshall finds 
that the obstacle in the way of the de- 
velopment of a Catholic press and par- 
ticularly of the establishment of a daily 
Catholic newspaper is a lack of ade- 
quate financial support. 
say that, if the Catholic press genuinely 
lives for the Catholic people, the Catho- 
lic people will support it. To serve the 
Catholic people the American Catholic 
press must match the high standards of 
the best of our American dailies. This 
calls for the competence and sound 
judgment of carefully trained news- 
papermen. There are examples to 
show—the Cleveland Universe-Bulletin 
is one of them—that the Catholic press 
can support professional staffs. They 
can hire brains and pay them, and 
brains give effectiveness to the paper, 
and win for it the respect, the con- 
fidence, and the lasting loyalty of its 
readers. The great evil in the Catholic 
field is not that its publications cannot 
pay for the services of available pro- 
fessional staffs; it is the fact that in 
many cases the earnings of a Catholic 


He goes on to 
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paper or magazine are diverted from the 
support of it, as a matter of policy, and 
This 


policy precludes the paper reaching full 


given to various religious causes. 


effectiveness and power, and, what is 
worse, it allows the best brains to be 
drained away from Catholic journalism. 
“Will publishers ever pay enough to 
their editorial employes to hold the top- 
flight men that schools of journalism 
train for them?” asks Edward Fischer, 
Assistant Professor of Journalism at the 
University of Notre Dame, in his article 
on “Why the Press Lost Face.” He ad- 
mits that schools of journalism have let 
the newspapers down in the recent past 
through stressing technical training 
rather than the broad cultural back- 
ground that Grade A’ newspapermen 
need. These schools have seen the 
handwriting on the wall, and are now 
awake to a better concept of their task. 
“During more recent years,” we read in 
the 1948 Bulletin of the American Asso- 
ciation of University Professors, “the 
pendulum has been swinging back from 
the newsroom and copywriting toward 
general education and research.” The 
Journalism Quarlerly quotes James S. 
Pope, a managing editor: “Ud rather a 
new employee have read the Smyth re- 


port and understand the principles of 


atomic power, than have learned how to 
write a headline.” The Commission 
on Freedom of the Press, headed by 
Chancellor Hutchins, recommends “that 
existing schools of journalism exploit the 
total resources of their universities to 
the end that their students may obtain 
the broadest and most liberal training.” 


THE DILEMMA CONFRONTING 
CATHOLIC JOURNALISTS 


Kddie Doherty writes on the dilemma 
that faces Catholic writers, and ex- 
Principles or 
If you ask why there are 


presses it in three words: 
Livelihood? 
not more Catholic men and women in 
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the field of writing, he answers that you 
find many of them in the secular field. 
They succeed in that field because they 
tone down their writings to interest the 
secular readers of secular uewspapers 
and magazines. Virtue, real 
borders on the namby-pamby for the 


virtue, 


average secular magazine. The aspiring 
writer yields to the temptation to adjust 
his writing to the popular demand. His 
hero may have some minor vices, be 
even a liar or a periodic drunk, but he 
cannot be a saint. In too many Catholic 
magazines there is little attraction for 
professional writers. Unfortunately, the 
Catholic editor wants to get stories and 
articles for as little as possible. Many 
writers entering the Catholic field are 
quickly discouraged, and they are forced 
to turn to the secular press for a decent 
living. Why send the skilled writer an 
invitation to enter the Catholic field? 
He cannot afford to accept it. 


NEW NATIONAL CATHOLIC 
DAILY LAUNCHED 


In his essay, “A Catholic Daily: Ad- 
vance or Retreat,” James O. Supple is 
not very sanguine about the current pro- 
posal to establish a daily Catholic news- 
paper. He bases his objection to the 
proposed national Catholic daily on 
these grounds: the sponsors’ allegedly 
false evaluation of the Catholic reader’s 
Catholicity, and the danger of with- 
drawing potentially constructive influ- 
ence from the daily press to the detri- 
ment of the community in which the 
Catholic resides. The proponents of 
the new Catholic daily, The Sun Herald 
(Kansas City, Mo.), which began pub- 
lication in October, 1950, have weighed 
the objections advanced by Supple, and 
do not consider them of sufficient weight 
to stand in the way of the project. The 
Sun Herald is at present an eight-page 
tabloid, issued five days a week, Tues- 


day through Saturday. The founders 
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expect to experience a loss until the 
paper reaches a circulation of 35,000. 
At that point it will be paying its own 
way. A_ non-profit corporation, The 
Apostolic Press Association, is the pub- 
lisher. The paper is staffed by Catholic 
journalists who hope to present all the 
news in the light of Christian values and 
through this work to help restore all 
things to Christ. 

These venturesome pioneers are aware 
of all the practical obstacles. They 
know that the loss of time in delivery 
is an immediate handicap to a daily 
paper attempting national circulation; 
they know that the difficulties of as- 
sembling and maintaining a staff ca- 
pable of dealing with current events 
against a daily deadline will be terrific; 
and they are fully aware of the need of 
building circulation to the point where 
the paper will make a real impression 
upon Catholic thought. 
may say that it can’t be done, but they 
have determined to do it. We salute 
Even if we thought their proj- 
refuse 


The pessimist 


them. 
ect foolhardy, we could not 
warm recognition of their zeal. 

“A Catholic daily is needed,” writes 
Editor John B. Collins of The Pittsburgh 
Catholic (July 6, 1950), “and Catholics 
can easily afford the cost of financing 
this effort to establish one. Enough 
Catholic money is now going into sub- 
scriptions for harmful, pagan, destruc- 
tive publications to carry The Sun Her- 
ald on a much more ambitious scale than 
its founders propose. What if it should 
fail? It will accomplish good for every 
day of its existence. And it need not 
fail if enough Catholic earnestness goes 
into its support.” 

We feel that Editor Supple’s proposed 
Catholic campaign for a better press, 
at least locally, should pave the way for 
a better circulation of a thoroughly 
Catholic daily. This campaign could 
start in any big American city where the 
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reader has a choice between the good 
and the cheap. The reader should be 
reminded that the purchase of a news- 
paper has moral and immoral implica- 
tions. He cannot buy a scurrilous, 
bigoted, sexy rag without condoning 
and perpetuating the evil influence it 
But our campaign for better 
newspapers and better literature gener- 
ally should look forward to the national 
circulation of a representative Catholic 
daily. American Catholics who wish 
to help The Sun Herald may obtain a 
copy of its prospectus by writing to the 
office of the paper, 702 East 12th Street, 
Kansas City 6, Missouri. 

The distinguished assistant managing 
editor of the Vew York Times, Neil Mac- 
Neil, author of “How to Be a News- 
paperman’’ (1942) and other works, con- 
tributes a brief study of the Catholic 
press, in which he deals chiefly with 
Catholic newspapers. 


exercises. 


He concedes that 
the Catholic press has made steady pro- 
gress especially in the past quarter- 
century, but “the demands upon it have 
far outstripped its growth.” He cannot 
understand why Catholics, who have the 
truth, have not made better use of the 
weapons of modern communication 

the press, the radio, the motion picture. 
He pays high tribute to the Catholic 
press in some important areas. We have 
scholarly and scientific monthlies and 
quarterlies, excellent weekly organs of 
opinion, a few fine monthly family 
magazines, but all of these have only a 
fraction of the circulation they should 
have. In the absence of a single daily 
Catholic newspaper, Catholics in Amer- 
ica must depend on the diocesan week- 
lies. Many of these weeklies give ex- 
cellent coverage of church activities, 
but allot little space to the larger issues 
that are disturbing the Church, the na- 
tion, and the world. Few of them make 
full use of the news output prepared by 
the N.C.W.C. News Service, and this ex- 
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cellent medium is itself cramped and 
hampered by the meagerness of its re- 
sources. 

LIMITED APPEAL OF THE 

CATHOLIC WEEKLIES 

Limited in their appeal, diocesan 
weeklies commonly fail to do outstand- 
ing work because of small revenue and 
small staffs, who are poorly paid and 
grossly overworked. It is extremely 
difficult to maintain professional jour- 
standards; the — struggling 
weekly cannot concentrate on important 
matters and sometimes falls back upon 


nalistic 


mixing editorials with their slanted news 
stories in which they overpraise the 
mediocre in Catholic life and activity. 
They commonly fail to reach the non- 
Catholics and the godless, and unfor- 
tunately make little attempt to apply 
the social program of the Church to the 
solution of to-day’s problems. 

A survey of our failings reveals our 
major needs. The Catholic press needs 
higher standards in processing the news 
and more competence in its feature ar- 
Only larger and 
abler editorial staffs will give us these 


ticles and editorials. 


higher standards and this competence. 
The Catholic press will fail to develop 
and to hold skilled journalists unless it 
improves its wages, its working condi- 
tions, and the security of its workers. 
American business has found that it gets 
only the competence it pays for, and the 
production of a good journal is no excep- 
tion to this general rule. 


INCREASED POPULAR SUPPORT 

WILL IMPROVE CATHOLIC 

PUBLICATIONS 

Increased support from Catholics will 
give Catholic publications more income 
from circulation and advertising. When 
better supported, every Catholic pub- 
lication should improve its product by 
abler editorial 


acquiring larger and 


staffs, modern printing plants, leading 
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writers and staff correspondents over the 
world. Better financial support will en- 
able the N.C.W.C. News Service to speed 
up and improve its work and to open 
news bureaus in all strategic points. All 
fields of journalism offer expanding op- 
portunity to the Catholic press. We 
need more journals of opinion, writes 
our able critic, and at least one outstand- 
ing newspaper. We need an effective 
coverage of the news of the world on the 
basis of exact facts. There is much to be 
learned from a study of the Catholic 
press in other countries. Our co-religion- 
ists there can teach us much about pre- 
senting the truth in the news and in its 
interpretation. When Catholic journals 
in America can live up to their high 
mission and their great potentialities, 
the Catholic press of our country will be 
respected; it will have power and in- 
fluence. “The world is seeing a great 
battle of ideas,” concludes Dr. Mac- 
Neil; “Catholics cannot afford to lose it. 
They can win only by vigorous action in 
thecommunicationofideas tothe people.” 

The mission of the Catholic press is 
sublime. Pope Pius XII emphasizes the 
contribution that Catholic journalists 
can make to the sanctification of the 
family and the defense of human so- 
ciety’s moral foundations. All Catholics 
should contribute generously to the sup- 
port of Catholic ‘publications. Pope 
Pius X declared: “‘I would give my ring, 
my pectoral cross, and my soutane to 
support the Catholic press.” 
us again that the work of preaching 


He assures 


missions, of building churches, of found- 
ing schools, will be in vain if we cannot 
at the same time wield the defensive and 
offensive weapon of a press that is 
Catholic 
journalists prize highly the words that 
Pope Pius XT addressed to them in an 
“You are my Voice. | do 


Catholic, loyal, and sincere. 


audience: 
not say you make my Voice heard. | 
say, you are my Voice.” 
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Questions ANsWERED 


By JOSEPH P. DONOVAN, C.M., J.C.D. 





Breaking Communion Fast on 
Wedding Day 


Question: I would like to propose the 
following problem to you for your con- 


sideration. A few weeks ago I had a 
Nuptial Mass scheduled for 11:00 
o'clock. Around 9:30 a.m. I received 


a telephone call informing me that the 
bride was physically upset, presumably 
from nervousness; and that she could 
not continue her fast in order to receive 
Communion. She was afraid of be- 
coming nauseated because of her condi- 
tion. I called a classmate of mine, and 
he advised that she could receive Com- 
munion even if she took some liquids to 
settle her stomach. He stated that this 
case could be likened to a newly ordained 
who gets sick before his first Mass or a 
child before First Holy Communion. 
According to him, these two could re- 
ceive after taking some liquids. He 
has spoken to several others and they 
agree with him. 

[ asked another classmate of mine and 
he was of the opposite opinion, namely, 
that an exception to the law of fasting 
could not be found in this case. Con- 
sequently, Communion could not be 
received. He suggested that the bride 
and groom come to church before the 
scheduled wedding and Mass and re- 


ceive. I did just that. 
New JERSEY Priest. 
Answer: I am of the opinion that 


either solution to the case you mention 
would be within the law. Under the 
Decree of the Holy Office given in the 
fifteenth volume of the Acta, page 151, 
and further applied on page 585, every 
local Ordinary has the faculty to dis- 
pense from the Communion fast in in- 
dividual cases, but should have an in- 
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dult for the regular dispensation of 
persons. 
Canonical equity would seem fully to 


justify the priest who is scheduled for 


his first Mass, and cannot go ahead and 
say it without some medicine or liquid 
nourishment beforehand; also for the 
child getting sick just’ before First 
Communion. The fact that lay people 
and priests enjoy indults of going to 
Communion in case of sickness where 
there cannot be fasting, and where the 
priest has to say a second or third Mass 
on Sundays and holydays of obligation 
in a distant place or places, is an indica- 
tion that there is full justification to ap- 
ply equity in these extraordinary cases. 
The second solution can be used in 
many cases. In fact, a year ago I as- 
sisted at the Nuptial Mass of a relative 
of mine; and she and the groom and the 
bridal party all went to an early Mass 
and received Communion, and then had 
the Nuptial Mass about eleven o'clock 
the groom found it hard to fast late. 
But this latter solution might not be 
feasible in some cases, and would not be 
in the case you mention of the bride be- 
coming nauseated some time before the 


Nuptial Mass. 


Can Religious Be Refused Per- 


mission to Change Obediences? 


Questions: (1) Ifa professed Religious 
(simple perpetual vows) applies to his 
superior for permission to join an insti- 
tute with solemn vows, can the superior 
and his council refuse him this per- 
mission? (2) Likewise, if the Religious 
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applies for permission to seek a bishop 
with the intention of becoming a di- 
ocesan priest, can his superior and coun- 
cil refuse him this permission? 
AN INQUIRING Priest. 
inswers: (1) As to the first query, 
an individual Religious can apply for 
permission to join an Order either to the 
Holy See through his own Religious 
society or through the local Ordinary. 
(2) The same is true when a Religi- 
ous applies to join a diocese where the 
bishop is willing. I think the procedure 
in the latter case is to give the Religious 
an outright dispensation from his vows 


if the bishop agrees to accept him; if 


not, he may be released to the bishop on 
trial and then dispensed from his vows 
when the bishop has made up his mind 
to accept him. The Holy See might dis- 
pense a priest outright from his vows; 
and then he remains without faculties 
until he can get a willing bishop to ac- 
cept him either absolutely or on trial. 


Confessions on Sunday 
Morning 


Question: Recently a discussion has 
arisen regarding the hearing of con- 
fessions during the Sacrifice of the 
Mass. In this church confessions are 
heard every Friday eve ning, on Satur- 
day afternoons and evenings, during 
the afternoons and evenings before 
holydays of obligation, at any time by 
appointment, and also on Sunday morn- 
ings before one of the Masses. This 
opportunity for confessions on Sunday 
mornings is given primarily for those 
who cannot well come on one of the 
evenings. However, quite a number of 
persons apparently make no real effort to 
come on one of the days before the Sun- 
day, and as a result so many come on 
Sunday morning that, in order to hear all 
who come, the priest may be still hear- 
ing confessions during the sermon, dur- 
ing the Offertory of the Mass, and at 
times even during the Consecration of 
the Mass. 

Although admitting that this is not 
the proper thing to do, the question is: 
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do those penitents who are bent on 
going to confession and getting to the 
railing to receive Holy Communion with 
the rest of the congregation really ful- 
fill their obligation of hearing Mass 
on the Sunday or holyday if they attend 
no other Mass that day? What about 
the one or other who is actually in the 
confessional making his or her confession 
at the very moment of one of the prin- 
cipal parts of the Mass—-say, at the 
Offertory or at the time of Consecra- 
tion? 

Dustrus. 


Inswer: There is no doubt that any 
person who is physically present in the 
church or chapel and also morally pres- 
ent hears Mass. But the person who is 
going to confession is both physically 
and morally present, because his ac- 
tivity is entirely in keeping with the 
Mass itself. And certainly an organist 
would hear Mass and also, | suppose, 
an organ pumper in the old days. The 
penitent is morally present in a double 
sense because he is performing a sacra- 
mental act passively. Even an extended 
congregation that doesn’t see the altar 
still hears Mass. 

In many dioceses bishops order that 
coufessions be heard on weekday morn- 
ings before Mass and during Mass. This 
cases takes away the urge of 
For the few 
some 


in many 
people going on Sundays. 
that have a legitimate excuse, 
rectories are provided with a confes- 
sional and the priests hear those who 
cannot go to confession conveniently on 
Saturday afternoon or evening, thus 
providing the opportunity of going on 
Sunday morning. I think this is a justi- 
fiable regulation where people out of 
sheer laziness postpone their confession 
until Sunday morning. It would be 
quite different in 
where distances are great and where con- 


country parishes, 
fessions are heard for a considerable 
period before Mass. 

Daily hearing of confessions and the 
practice of getting a-good attendance at 
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weekday Masses should be an indirect 
solution of this problem. The perpetual 
adoration without exposition that some 
parishes are inaugurating is bringing 
about a larger attendance at daily Mass 
and at daily Communion. 


Does This Mass Practice Fail 
Against Instruction of Holy 
See? 


Question: We are aware of the great 
demand for your time that your teaching 
and writing requires, but we beg your in- 
dulgence at this time, because you are 
better acquainted with the interpreta- 
tion of the instructions issued by the 
Holy See and the Congregations, and 
you are aware of the opinions of the vari- 
ous authors on the particular points of 
law. 

Our school is a private high school for 
boys. It has an enrollment of some 
1800 boys from about fifty different 
parishes in this area. The faculty is 
entirely male, including some forty-two 
priests. 

We have a program of weekly Mass for 
each class, and we provide opportunities 
for confessions in preparation for the 
First Friday of each month. The 
weekly Mass is considered a part of 
the environment that we provide at and 
as a Catholic high school, and there is 
a ten-minute instruction given at this 
Mass each week. 

Are we running counter to the in- 
structions of the Holy See in this? 

Priest ADMINISTRATOR. 


Answer: To begin with, let me say 
that if this attendance at Mass and the 
instruction is considered the formal re- 
ligious formation of the boys, I see no 
reason for thinking that it runs counter 
to the instructions of the Holy See. 

Only last week a young secular priest 
of St. Louis who has been working in a 
diocesan Catholic high school showed 
me a thesis he is writing for his Master’s 
degree. In it he advocates spiritual 
counsellors for the boys and at least a 
Mass for each class once a month with 
facilities to go to confession the after- 
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noon before and the morning of the 
Mass. But he is visualizing the student 
body coming from one district of the 
city, instead of coming from the city at 
large and even suburbs. 

The point he makes is that adoles- 
cents should have special attention in 
matters spiritual in view of their age; 
and that this can best be had, at least in 
a supplementary way, in the high school 
itself. [ think his point is a strong one; 
for otherwise as adolescents these young 
folk are not appealed to, and there is a 
danger of their growing careless alto- 
gether; because they are apt to put off 
their grade-school practices of piety on 
entering high school. 


Priest Protests Against the 
Income Tax Article 


Question: 1 am _ concerned about 
your article, which appeared in the 
January issue of THe HomiLetic en- 
titled “No Income Tax on Priestly 
Support.” It corresponds to the echoes 
above referred to. If I can understand 
the meaning of words, your article is 
not an academic thesis. The purport of 
the article is that diocesan priests should 
not pay income tax, according to the 
thought expressed in the article. The 
name of God does not appear in your 
article, but I think that is as it ought to 
be. If you had written an article and 
introduced your thought with a state- 
ment that, while according to God’s 
basic law of justice diocesan priests are 
subject to the payment of income tax, 
yet according to civil law that tax is not 
collectable, | would not raise my voice 
in protest. However, your article as it 
is written is a valuable aid to the enemies 
of the Church. Mr. Blanshard could 
fittingly capitalize on it. Following my 
little attempt at writing an article, I re- 
ceived a volume of letters from priests in 
many dioceses throughout the country. 
A few priests came to see me to talk over 
this matter. All priests were in thor- 
ough accord with the thought which 
I had expressed. I also received a 
letter from a Catholic attorney in Cali- 
fornia. I have his permission to for- 
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ward to you a copy of his letter, which 
you will find inclosed. The thought ex- 
pressed by some is that someone must 
rise to defend America and the Church 
from pernicious philosophy arising with- 
in. PROTESTING Priest. 

{nswer: The article referred to in the 
above paragraph 
twenty lines and a letter of four pages) 
is the article | wrote on the thesis of Dr. 
Kenneth O’Brien of Los Angeles. That 
thesis I felt was most appropriate in 


(constituting some 


these days when Cesarian democracy 
seems to have already taken hold of us, a 
fear that the illustrious Brownson ex- 
pressed in his “American Republic” 
(published in 1865) would be the other 
practical error that the country might 
have to face in the not distant future 

first being the exaggeration of State 
autonomy into State sovereignty; the 
latter would be the practical destruction 
of the autonomous States and the gen- 
eral government, each with its comple- 






mentary authority and both together 
constituting the nation of the United 
States of America. In my article I sug- 
gested no practical course of action. 
And to priests writing to me I counselled 
the prudence of group action, if at all, 
although the priest who brought about 
that declaration in the Appellate Court 
of Pennsylvania as to the clergy being 
exempt from income tax, contested the 
case alone. The Army and Navy officers 
according to Dr. O’Brien were not 
brought under the definition of income 
tax until the law was amended around 


1936. Father O’Brien well says that the 
country does not want payment of 
taxes from those who are exempt. 


Would our protestor want parishes to 
pay property tax, etc., because such is 
according to ““God’s basic law’? Uncle 
Sam doesn’t have to beg either through 
a natural virtue or a Christian virtue 
for necessary support. Income tax en- 


. \ 
Ye e* Folding i: 
| Kneeler Chair 


The Only Folding Chair of its type in America 








This 


Indispensable for All Catholic Institutions - 
This Unique Chair has many and varied uses 


IN THE SANCTUARY ~ 
Finished in Gold with Car- 
dinal Red Mohair upholstery. 


AS A PEW EXTEMDER 
en nave is cro 
model 
bronze and atti 
erette uphoiste: 


AS 
SET-UP 
es. Ay 































THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





forcement is beginning to become both a 
valid and sufficient argument for the 
non-need of an obligation in conscience 
to bring about the human enforcement 
of any and all excise laws. It seems that 
our revered Uncle has gotten near the 
point where he feels that taxing blood 
money is within the propriety and the 
power of civil society. 


Size of Altar Stone 


Question: I have noticed that the al- 
tar stone in some places is so small that 
it cannot possibly accommodate the 
chalice and host, or even a major por- 
tion of them. Is this so necessary? 

SACERDOS. 
inswer: Canon 1198 states that the 
altar stone must be at least large enough 
to hold the sacred host and the greater 
part of the base of the chalice. The 
general Rubrics of the Roman Missal 
carry this same prescription. Msgr. 
Collins remarks that portable altars used 
by Army and Navy chaplains are 
generally six inches square, and that 
portable altars used in churches are 
about twelve inches or fourteen inches 
square (“The Church Edifice and Its 
\ppointments,”” p. 58). 


Wearing the Cassock in the 
Administration of the 
Sacraments 


Question: Though the liturgical laws 
are against it, there is quite a common 
practice for priests to approach the tab- 
ernacle garbed in secular attire, even 
for routine Communion calls. Tt would 
seem impractical to wear cassock and 
surplice and then change into street 
attire. QUARENS. 

Answer: We treated this question at 
length in an article entitled “Careless 
Custodians of the Sacraments,” which 
appeared in this Review in December, 
1944 (XLV, pp. 183-186). Suffice it to 
say here that this practice is rather an 


dard) J 
in 


abuse than a custom. Only a moral or 
physical impossibility would excuse 
from this prescript of the Roman Ritual 
that the cassock, surplice and stole must 
be used in the administration of the 
Kucharist or Extreme Unction. 


Significance of ) arious Feasts. 
Questions: (1) What is the differ- 
ence between the following feasts: Holy 
Thursday, Corpus Christi and the Forty 
Hours’ Devotion? (2) What is” the 
exact difference between the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception and the feast 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary? 
PaRocHus PERPLEXUS. 
iInswers: (1) These three feasts do 
honor and celebrate the Holy Eucharist, 
but each feast has its own special reason. 
St. Thomas Aquinas in the Office for 
the day following the feast of Corpus 
Christi gives the reason for the institu- 
tion of the feast. He states: “It is true 
that special mention is made of the in- 
stitution of the Eucharist at the cele- 
bration of Mass on the day when we 
commemorate the Last Supper, at 
which this Sacrament is known to have 
been ordained. But all the rest of the 
Office of that day relates to Christ's 
passion, with which the Church is taken 
up at that season. In order that the 
faithful might celebrate this institution 
of so great a Sacrament with a com- 
plete Office, Pope Urban IV, moved 
thereto by his devotion, piously ordained 
that this should be done on the first 
Thursday after the octave of Pentecost. 
This day was chosen in order that we, 
who receive this Sacrament for our 
soul’s health all through the year, might 
call to mind its institution at the very 
time when the Holy Ghost taught the 
hearts of the disciples to understand its 
mysteries in their fullness” (Second 
Nocturn of the Friday in the Octave of 
Corpus Christi). 
In some places the Forty Hours’ 
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called the Forty Hours’ 


This term seems to bring into 


Devotion is 
Prayer. 
clearer light the meaning of this beauti- 
ful devotion of the Church. There 
seem to have been many reasons be- 
hind the Forty 
Hours’ Devotion in the sixteenth cen- 
tury. But whether it was for urgent 


introduction of the 


prayer during severe calamities or for 
reparation during the carnival, the idea 
of forty hours of continuous prayer be- 
fore the Blessed Sacrament exposed was 
always present. 

(2) The feast of the Immaculate 
Conception celebrates the sinlessness of 
Mary, whereas that of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary proclaims Mary the 
model of the love of the S 
the Most Holy Trinity. The latter 
feast was officially extended to the Uni- 
versal Church only in the year 1944, 

However, the devotion itself goes 
back to the twelfth century, and in the 


Marble Altars, Statu- 
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for pictorial circular. 


saviour and of 


thirteenth century St. Gertrude had 
to the Immaculate Heart of 
Sacred Heart 


devotion t 
Mary no 7 than to the § 
of Jesus. John Eudes in the seven- 
teenth century wrote an Office both of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. The rev- 
elations of Our Lady to St. Catherine 
Labouré in the early thirties of the last 
century were the occasion of giving new 
impulse to the devotion of the Immacul- 
ate Heart of Mary, and the Office and 
Mass were thereupon granted to di- 
oceses and Religious Institutes asking for 
it. Now, we have the Mass and Office 
extended by our present Pope to the en- 
tire world. The feast also emphasizes 
the universal mediation of Mary. This 
is why the feast is properly put on the 
octave day of the Assumption; for it 
was then that Mary began her world- 
wide and age-long petitions to her Son 
for the salvation of each and all of the 
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elect, just as her request inauguarated 
the miracles of her Son during His 
public life, and as her prayers from the 
Ascension until her own taking into 
heaven procured each and every bles- 
sing on the infant Church. This new 
Office is only one of a thousand indica- 
tions of what an explicit Marian era 
this last century has been in the Church. 


How Justify the Burning of 
Baptized and  Unbaptized 
Foetus? 


Question: The answer you gave in 
the August issue of the Homeric 
(page 1068) to the first series of ques- 
tions concerning the disposal of un- 
baptized and baptized foetuses, does 
not seem to be in accordance with the 
practice of the hospitals | am acquainted 
with, which in turn are guided by the 
“blue book” or rules of the Catholic 
Hospital Association. These directives 
have been compiled into a little book 
called “Ethical and Religious Direc- 
tives for Catholic Hospital.” The copy 
I saw was dated 1949. Chapter 2, sec- 
tion 4, treats of the above-mentioned 
point. Could the hospitals have turned 
a complete about-face in a year? 

The booklet of directives says that, 
where a foetus has been retained for ob- 
servation or autopsy, it may be burned, 
or where burning would be necessary for 
sanitation or for some other serious 
(this word is in bold face) reason, burn- 
ing may be allowed. In all other cases 
the booklet directs that all foetuses of 
whatever degree of maturity are to be 
buried. 

I bring up this point simply because | 
can’t reconcile your answer and the 
directives of the Catholic Hospital 
Association. Our local hospital has this 
booklet of directives right on hand and 
makes it a point to follow it. 

On10 Prirst. 


Answer: Another exception was taken 
to that August answer by a_ hospital 
Franciscan Sister in San Francisco, 


quoting the same source of authority. 
Let me begin by saying that my answer 
took for granted that there is a rela- 
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tively grave cause for burning foetus 
and even amputated limbs and I shall 
quote an answer of my predecessor, the 
late Father Woywod, written in the 
August issue of this Review in 1939; 
who presents a response of the Holy 
Office to settle a question raised on 
August 3, 1897. 
worth quoting, for it includes a more 


fa bl . . 
The entire answer is 


important matter than the non-burial 
of foetus. An exact reading is as fol- 


lows: 


Burial of Amputated Limbs 


Question: Are hospital authorities 
obliged to give burial in a blessed plot 
of ground to limbs amputated? Is 
there a church ruling obliging them to 
this? Must the plot be blessed and 
especially set aside for this purpose? 

Specimens are often kept in the lab- 
oratory for a long time, even for 
several years; but when the doctor no 
longer has use for the specimens, 
must they also be given decent burial? 
Or is it allowed to cremate amputated 
limbs and sizable specimens? 

It seems to me that in such in- 
stances, where the amputated limbs 
belong to Catholic patients, the 
patient or the family members ought 
to give the limb burial in the family 
lot; and that, if this is not done, the 
Sisters are not obligated to any more 
than to get rid of the limbs as conve 
niently as possible. [would appreciate 
discussion of this in some future issue 
of the HomILeric. 

CAPPELLANUS. 


{nswer: If we remember correctly, 
we have spoken of this matter before in 
these pages. However, since the 
point in question is of practical and 
frequent application because of the 
many hospitals which Catholic organ- 
izations own and operate in the 
United States, we here give the sub- 
stance of the Decree of the Holy 
Office, August 3, 1897 (Gasparri, 
“Fontes,” [V, n. 1189). The Decree 
relates that the Mother General of 
the Sisterhood of the Sorrowful 
Mother explained that her Congrega- 
tion had hospitals in the United 
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States, and that there quite frequently 
amputations of arms and legs are 
performed by surgeons. The Sisters 
had in good faith either buried the 
amputated limbs in non-consecrated 
ground or, at the advice of the doctor, 


burnt them in the furnace. The 
Mother General got’ to doubting 


whether the Sisters had acted rightly 
in the matter, and therefore begged 
the Holy See to instruct her whether 
the Sisters might or might not con- 
tinue to act in the future as they had 
done previously, and whether they 
might do so irrespective of whether 
the patients were Catholic, Protestant 
or unbaptized. It might help, con- 
tinued the Mother General, to note 
that the burial of the amputated 
limbs in some cemetery was very fre- 
quently morally impossible and at 
times physically impossible. The an- 
swer reads: “Concerning the ampu- 
tated limbs of non-Catholics, the 
Sisters may safely continue to follow 
their practice. Concerning the am- 
putated limbs of the baptized faithful, 
they should endeavor as far as possible 
to have them buried in a sacred place. 
If, however, grave difficulties stand in 
the way of burying them in a sacred 
place, the Sisters should not be 
molested because of the practice they 
have until now followed. As to the 
doctors’ orders to burn the amputated 
limbs, they should prudently keep 
silent and obey. The mind of the 
Sacred Congregation is that, if possi- 
ble, the Sisters in their own garden 
adjoining the house set aside a small 
piece of land and have it blessed, and 
there bury the amputated limbs of 
Catholics.” 
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; Book Reviews 





The Angelic Doctor on the 
Epistles and Gospels 


A new book by the distinguished 
Editor of this Review, who is also a 
Consultor of the Pontifical Biblical 
Commission, has always been a much 
looked forward to occasion. From 
Father Charles Callan we have come to 
expect books written in the scholarly 
Dominican tradition, rich in that eternal 
wisdom which is derived from doctrine 
and the Sacred Scriptures. Fr. Callan’s 
many friends will not be disappointed 
in his latest volume which joins an al- 
ready extensive list of books he has 
written for sermon material.' 

In his previous books Fr. Callan gave 
the preacher a world of wisdom, de- 
rived from such sources as the Psalms, 
the Parables, and the Gospels and 
Epistles themselves. In his latest work 
Father Callan turns to the writings of 
the Angelic Doctor, St. Thomas Aqui- 
nas. He gives the Epistle and Gospel 
for each Sunday and Holyday from 
Advent to Easter, and then allows St. 
Thomas to explain each Epistle and 
Gospel almost in his (the Saint’s) 
own words. In a_ sense, then, St. 
Thomas can be said to have written 
this book in collaboration with the 
authors of the New Testament. Fr. 
Callan’s work consisted in assembling 
and collating these writings for a par- 
ticular and practical use. To do so re- 
quired not only a deep knowledge of the 
Scriptures, but an equally deep knowl- 


1 Sermon Matter from St. Thomas Aquinas 
(Advent to Easter). By Very Rey. Charles J. 
Callan, O.P., S.T.M., Litt.D. (B. Herder Book 
Co., St. Louis, Mo.). 
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edge and appreciation of the Summa 
Theologica and its companion volumes. 
The success with which Father Callan 
crowns this work proves once again his 
outstanding capabilities in this regard 

In his Preface to this new book, the 
author points out that St. Thomas 
Aquinas had “the most extensive and 
the most perfect combination of ac- 
quired sacred knowledge and of holiness 
that has ever adorned the Church of 
Christ. In philosophy, theology, and in 
the Sacred Scriptures this Saint ab- 
sorbed all the higher wisdom of his age 
and of his predecessors, and went far 
beyond them .... He had, as Pope Leo 
XIII has said, the mind of all the 
Fathers.”” Who, then, of all the great 
Christian teachers is better qualified to 
explain and comment on the Gospels and 
Epistles? Unfortunately for — most 
priests, the words of St. Thomas apply- 
ing to the Epistles and Gospels cannot be 
found except through careful study and 
detailed searching. Now Father Callan 
has made that wisdom easily available to 
any preacher.: It is hoped, too, that this 
learned Dominiéan will bring out other 
volumes to complete the liturgical year. 

Here, then, is a most valuable volume 
for reference, study and meditation. It 
is a practical volume, too, because it can 
be used over and over again in prepara- 
tion of sermon material. Of late years 
the accusation has been made that our 
sermons have become heavily concerned 
with moral material, often to the ex- 
clusion of doctrinal matter. Perhaps 
the reason is that doctrinal material is 
not so easy to find and present. Use of 
Father Callan’s new book puts sound 
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doctrine derived from the Sunday 


Gospels and Epistles within reach of 


every priest. Now without effort we 
can speak with the wisdom and knowl- 
edge, the sublimity and holiness, of the 
ageless Angelic Doctor. 


Ausert J. Nevins, M.M. 


Clinical Apologetics 


G. kK. Chesterton said that much of 


the present-day antagonism towards 
Christianity is more a mood than a 
state of mind. For decades of his life, 
Fulton Oursler was afflicted with that 
mood. He knows it intimately and 
from first hand, and in his latest volume 
he gives one of the most graphic de- 
scriptions of it that [have read.! [tis to 
that mood that he now addresses him- 
self. Therefore, he does not argue, but 

1 Why I Know There 1s a God. By Fulton 


Oursler (Doubleday & Co., Ine., New York 
City). 
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rather cajoles. If you are looking for a 
probative treatment of God and_ the 
supernatural, you will be disappointed. 
Mr. Oursler knows his former bed- 
fellows too well for that. What they 
need is a pep talk, and it is that which 
he gives them. St. James said: “You 
are to live by the word (and) not (be) 
content merely to listen to it.” Mr. 
Live by the word 


ee 


Oursler would say: 
and you will be content to listen to it.” 
He eschews classical apologetics for the 
clinical. 

But clinical apologetics has severe 
limitations, as Mr. Oursler probably 
recognizes. Supplanting principles with 
case histories is dangerous business. 
Bob Ingersoll and Clarence Darrow were 
masters at exploiting case histories to 
our disadvantage. The liability of that 
approach is shown when Mr. Oursler 
cites Branch Rickey. If Mr. Rickey 


was high-minded when he employed 
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Jackie Robinson, his high-mindedness 
paid off. Let a work of mercy be lucra- 
tive, and it ceases to be illustrative as a 
work of mercy. What the Good Samari- 
tan did was decidedly not lucrative. 
Readers will remember that, though 
Rickey would not attend a Sunday 
game, he allowed his team to play 
them. This may stamp Rickey as a 
superb casuist, but not as a sublime 
Christian. But Oursler’s is the poetic 
approach to Christianity, and poetry 
needs the sublime. 

Despite any strictures, I like this 
book. I feel better for having read it. 
It has what Father Francis P. Don- 
nelly, S.J., used to emphasize as “‘popu- 
laritas.”” Oursler is a master journalist, 
and to-day the Church needs journalists 
to present her case. In an age when 
pictures dominate the printed page, the 
rule of faith may now be “seein’ is be- 


lievin’.” Mr. Oursler presents a series 


of sympathetic pictures of faith in ac- 
tion. Solvitur ambulando has become 
solvitur benefaciendo. If the purpose of 
this work were argumentative, [ should 
have to say that it is inconclusive. It 
proves that there are good people in the 
world, not necessarily that there is a 
God. The Church, too, points to the 
existence of virtue as an indication of the 
existence of God, but she submits such 
it must 
be “heroic” virtue, that is, virtue which 
is inspired and implemented 
naturally, if it is to exhibit the presence 


virtue to a more elaborate test: 
super- 
The lives of 


the Saints illustrate not simply goodness 
but godliness. 


of a supernatural order. 


When the Salvation Army reach out 
to the derelicts along Skid Row, they 
scatter a host of decent, happy-looking 
men and women at the various pitches. 
Whatever religion has done for them, it 


has not made them miserable—and the 
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derelicts have misery written all over 
them. They present religion as an es- 
cape from misery, and they rely a lot on 
personal testimony. The Ourslers are 
attempting a similar technique among 
the derelicts of agnosticism along our 
great spiritual Skid Row. 

In “When Sorrow Comes”? Mrs. 
Oursler and her daughter make their ap- 
peal to the bereaved. You are im- 
pressed at once with the keen observa- 
tion of the effects of bereavement on 
persons who cannot react supernaturally 
to tragic separation. This volume is 
clearly the result of much study, and the 
methodical thoroughness of the pres- 
entation is admirable. Priests are con- 
stantly called upon to comfort the be- 
reaved. This book will show how to 
make such comfort practical. It gives 
many concrete instances of how people 
have mitigated the ravages of bereave- 
ment and been ennobled by it. There 
are a number of quotations from Catho- 
lic sources, and the tone throughout is 
Catholic. Indeed, there is a beautiful 
passage about the Mother of Sorrows. 
In the deft experienced hands of Mrs. 
Qursler “the quality of mercy is not 
strained, and falleth (indeed) like gentle 
dew from heaven.” She dispels the 
“eloom”” which death wears for the 
spiritually undernourished, and reveals 
“the shade of His Hand outstretched 
caressingly.”” She makes her points so 
briefly and brightly that the book 
amounts to a series of delightful little 
essays. After the manner of meditation 
books, we might style them fragrant 
nosegays for the bereaved. 

THomas A. Fox, C.S.P. 


Philosophic Tradition 
Historical perspective is, if not indis- 
pensable, at least very helpful to the 
* When Sorrow Comes. By Grace Perkins 


Oursler and April Armstrong (Doubleday & 
Co., Inc.). 
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understanding of every problem with 
which the human mind has to grapple. 
That holds good particularly with 
regard to philosophy. Speculative 
thought possesses a continuity and 
reaches back to the beginnings of civili- 
zation, though in its earlier stages It was 
not clearly marked off from religion and 
mythology. The wisdom of the East 
germinally contains a world-view and 
an effort to attain to some interpretation 
of the meaning of the cosmos and human 
existence. Many historians of philos- 
ophy, therefore, begin their studies with 
a survey of Oriental thought in which, 
however, philosophy has not yet as- 
sumed a distinct and separate identity. 
With the Greek thinkers philosophy 
comes into its own, and from that time 
on there arises a well-defined and con- 
tinuous tradition. 

Ample warrant exists for taking Greek 
philosophy as the real starting point of 
philosophy in its stricter sense. This is 
the procedure which Professor Arm- 
strong adopts in his introduction to 
ancient philosophy.' Thus, ancient 
philosophy opens with Thales of Miletus 
and ends with the towering figure of St. 
Augustine who gathers in his specula- 
tion the valuable elements of the past 
and prepares them for the great Chris- 
tian synthesis. Though in this transfor- 
mation of Hellenic philosophy he had 
predecessors, the Bishop of Hippo may 
be looked upon as the link between An- 
tiquity and the Christian era. The 
greater part of the book is devoted to 
thinkers after Plato and Aristotle, and 
that for the good reason that the specu- 
lations which preceded them are hardly 
more than gropings in the dark. 

The volume is based on lectures de- 
livered by the author, a fact’ which 
accounts for certain characteristics that, 

1 An Introduction to Ancient Philosophy. 


By A. H. Armstrong (The Newman Press, 
Westminster, Md.). 
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as one views them, may be regarded as 
an advantage or a disadvantage. In its 
favor it should be said that it results in 
clarity and directness of treatment and 
in avoiding controversial discussions. 
On the other hand, it makes for the ab- 
sence of the scholarly apparatus in 
which some writers glory. Be that as it 
may, the book well serves its purpose of 
making the student fully acquainted 
with the philosophers and philosophies 
of antiquity and of illustrating the con- 
tinuity of human thought. 

CHARLES BRUEHL, PH.D. 


A New Manual of Moral 
Theology 


The first volume of Father Faufani’s 
three-volume work on Moral Tieology, 
covering the “pars fundamentalis,”” cor- 
responds to the I-II of Thomas’ 
Summa Theologia, omitting the tract on 
grace.' It includes these seven tracts: 
de fine ultimo, de actibus humanis, de 
lege, de conscientia, de virtutibus et 
vitiis in genere, de peccatis in genere, 
and de censuris. 

It is interesting to contrast the faults 
of present-day moral theology manuals 
as pointed out by Fanfani with those 
mentioned by St. Thomas of the manuals 
of his day. Thomas lists three de- 
fects: lack of orderly manner of pro- 
cedure, unnecessary multiplication of 
questions, and useless repetition. Agree- 
ing with Fr. J. Creusen, S.J., Fanfani 
likewise enumerates three faults in 
modern manuals: their purely negative 


character, their defective ordering of 


matter, and their lack of supernatural 
outlook. 
undue casuistic and naturalistic ap- 


This is just criticism of the 
proach to moral problems and progress 
so prevalent to-day. 


1 Manuale Theoretico-Practicum Theologizx 
Vioralis ad Mentem D. Thome. VNolume 1. 


By Ludovicus J. Fanfani, O.P.  (Libraria 
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These defects the author aims to 
avoid. He intends his manual to be 
neither solely positive, nor scholastic, 
nor casuistic, but mixed, according to 
the mind of St. Thomas. That is, he in- 
tends to take principles of moral theol- 
ogy and expound and illustrate them 
from both reason and experience, in 
order to arrive at more practical rules 
for Christian living. 

Fr. Fanfani’s succinct exposition of 
principles is exemplified in one instance 
when he gathers into one effective ex- 
ample the total process of the con- 
science’s judging of the morality of a 
particular act (p. 324). 

The author shows his knowledge of 
human nature in giving his reason for 
including the tract on censures. It is 
only too lamentably true, he says, that 
even the baptized transgress not only 


the natural but also human and divine 
law, and therefore it is helpful to state 
not only the laws but also the penalties 
for violating them. 

Since he intends to avoid the defect 
in modern manuals of not sufficiently 
stressing the supernatural outlook, it 
would seem that the author should have 
included the tract on grace in this first 
volume. Law ts given its proper atten- 
tion; but grace, as well as law, is an 
external help to doing good works. 
Therefore, to follow the example and 
order of St. Thomas, it seems fitting 
that grace be treated, or at least men- 
tioned, in its proper place. Also, the 
author merely summarizes St. Thomas’ 
teaching on the Gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
where a fuller explanation would again 
do much to emphasize the supernatural 


aspect of moral progress. Perhaps this 
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more complete treatment of the Gifts 
will be forthcoming in) the author's 
treatment of the virtues in particular. 


James T. Carney, O.P. 


English and Irish Publications 


At the special request of the English 
Bishops, the Coadjutor Bishop of 
Brentwood, Dr. Beck, has edited a 
splendid volume of essays to commemo- 


rate the centenary of the restoration of 


Cardinal Griffin con- 
The volume is in 


the Hierarchy. 
tributes a Foreword. 
every way worthy of the occasion. Each 
of the nineteen essays is by a recognized 
expert, and there are over a hundred ex- 
cellent illustrations. Every phase of the 
remarkable growth of Catholicism in 
England and Wales during the past 
hundred years is dealt with, so that the 
book is well worthy of a place in any 
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“St. Teresa of Lisieux,” by novelist 
Frances Parkinson Keyes, is a new biog- 
raphy that may well become the most 
popular of all. Even though one may 
heartily disagree with the publishers’ 
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blurb and its implicit assumption that 
Mrs. Keyes is the first to interpret the 
message of the Little Flower “for the 
average reader,” one is forced to admire 
the painstaking efforts of the authoress. 
I have not been able to locate the /m- 
primalur, but the reader is at least told 
that “this book has been read and ap- 
proved at the Carmelite Convent. of 
Lisieux.” Many readers will be in- 
terested by the note stating that Henry 
Ghéon’s biography of the Saint is “re- 
garded as inaccurate and malicious, not 
only by the Carmelites of Lisieux and 
the Bishop of Bayeux, but also by the 
best lay authorities.” The publishers 
are Eyre and Spottiswoode. 

From the Mercier Press has come 
“The Doctrine of the Divine Indwel- 
ling” by M.M. AM. du Coeur de Jesus, 


O.D.C., a commentary on the Prayer of 


Sister Elizabeth of the Trinity. The 
translation is by a Discalced Carmelite. 
The title is somewhat misleading, but 
there can be little doubt that interior 
souls will profit by meditation on these 
chapters. There are 31 rather unneces- 
sary pages of Preface, Foreword, In- 
troduction, et cetera. 

The late Monsignor Hallett, Rector 
of Wonersh Seminary, left behind him a 
manuscript containing the — principal 
points of some of his evening talks to his 
students. Publishers D. J. Murphy 
have now issued these talks in a volume 
called “The Priest—Friend of Christ.”’ 
Every priest will find it a golden book, a 
perpetual source of inspiration and en- 
couragement, saturated with the spirit 
of kindliness and sincerity, full of prac- 
tical wisdom. 

Francis J. RirpLey 
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<. we have seen 
His star in the east, 
and are come 

to adore Him. 


ST. MATTHEW 2:2 





a 


We approach again that 
happy season of the Beth- 
lehem star—His star— 
bright beacon which guided 
man to the Source of Truth 
and Goodness. Mankind re- 
joices—for that symbol still 
shines, visible to all who will 
turn their eyes and thoughts 
heavenward. 
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